





PURPOSE AND SCOPE

CARNEGIE HERO FUND COMMISSION

Fund was created to recognize outstanding acts of selfless heroism

performed in the U.S. and Canada. The Commission awards the
Carnegie Medal to those who risk death or serious physical injury while
saving or attempting to save the lives of others. The single event that
stimulated Mr. Carnegie to organize the Fund was the Harwick mine
disaster near Pittsburgh in January 1904, which claimed 181 lives. The
victims included an engineer and a miner who went into the stricken mine
in a valiant attempt to rescue others.

Established April 15, 1904, by Andrew Carnegie, the Carnegie Hero

The tragedy and the sacrifices so moved Mr. Carnegie that he promptly
took action on his then-novel idea of honoring and helping “heroes of
civilization.”

Writing in the Commission’s founding Deed of Trust (see pg. 7), he
specified that each hero recognized, or their next of kin, receive a medal
reciting their heroic deed. The Commission was empowered to make
monetary grants to the heroes or the next of kin in cases of death. The grants
include continuing support, scholarship assistance, and death benefits.
More than $45 million has been given to more than 10,000 recipients or
their survivors.

Rescue acts brought to the Commission’s attention are carefully evaluated,
and those that appear to have award potential are then investigated and
reported to the Commission for decision.

The Commission is a private operating foundation, classed as a
charitable organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the IRS Code. Visit
the Commission’s website for further information, including an in-depth
history of the organization and summaries of recently awarded cases:
carnegichero.org.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

ACTS OF HEROISM CONTINUE TO INSPIRE

n penning my first Chair’s Report, I am humbled

to be in this seat, having served on the board for
34 years. I have read 70 to 100 cases a year during
that time (let’s call it 2,900 total cases -- give or
take) and remain as awestruck today as I was my
first year, learning about the actions of ordinary
citizens of all stripes who act in the split second
between perception and action. Inaction in that
moment is the norm, but our recipients do something else entirely, and without
exception, when asked why they did what they did, their answers take some
form of “I didn’t do anything you wouldn’t do. I justsaw... and went...” We
at the Carnegie Hero Fund beg to differ, and we know something about that.

My tenure on the Commission largely coincides with my business career, from
which I will retire in June. This experience has shaped me in myriad ways,
opening doors of perception unavailable to most. It has made me a better
human by dint of access to more than just a cursory newspaper account of
heroic acts. Every one of us wonders from time to time if we would rise to the
occasion in “the moment.” That is unknowable ex ante for us, but a Carnegie
Hero ex post is the real deal and a role model for us all.

The Commission is blessed with a superb staff, led by an exemplary leader in
Eric Zahren. He is smart, measured, strategic, and possesses keen judgment.
He is a man of action, (befitting our heroes by definition), and as such he
has presided over several initiatives impacting governance, infrastructure,
partnerships, and general “best practices.”

We welcomed four new members in 2023 — Dara Ware Allen, David J.
Hickton, Duane D. Holloway, and Lisa Sylvester — and one new member,
Caroline A. Barmen, in 2024. The Governance Committee has a robust roster
of potential candidates to fill board vacancies as they arise.

The Commission evolves as it stays the same in its commitment to honor human
beings who turn words into action (Greater love has no one than this: to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends. John 15:13)
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CARNEGIE HERO FUND COMMISSION

DEED OF TRUST

TO THE HERO FUND COMMISSION

Ge~nTLEMEN: We live in a heroic age. Not seldom are we thrilled by deeds of
heroism where men or women are injured or lose their lives in attempting to
preserve or rescue their fellows; such the heroes of civilization. The heroes of
barbarism maimed or killed theirs.

I have long felt that the heroes and those dependent upon them should be
freed from pecuniary cares resulting from their heroism, and, as a fund for
this purpose, I have transferred to the Commission five million dollars of First
Collateral Five Per Cent. Bonds of the United States Steel Corporation, the
proceeds to be used as follows:

First. To place those following peaceful vocations, who have been injured in
heroic effort to save human life, in somewhat better positions pecuniarily than
before, until again able to work. In the case of death, the widow and children,
or other dependents, to be provided for until she remarries, and the children
until they reach a self-supporting age. For exceptional children exceptional
grants may be made for exceptional education. Grants of sums of money may
also be made to heroes or heroines as the Commission thinks advisable-each
case to be judged on its merits.

Seconp. No grant is to be continued unless it be soberly and properly used, and
the recipients remain respectable, well-behaved members of the community,
but the heroes and heroines are to be given a fair trial, no matter what their
antecedents. Heroes deserve pardon and a fresh start.

THIrD. A medal shall be given to the hero, or widow, or next of kin, which
shall recite the heroic deed it commemorates, that descendants may know and
be proud of their descent. The medal shall be given for the heroic act, even if
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the doer be uninjured, and also a sum of money, should the Commission deem
such gift desirable.

FourtH. Many cities provide pensions for policemen, firemen, teachers,
and others, and some may give rewards for acts of heroism. All these and
other facts the Commission will take into account and act accordingly in
making grants. Nothing could be further from my intention than to deaden or
interfere with these most creditable provisions, doubly precious as showing
public and municipal appreciation of faithful and heroic service. I ask from
the Commission most careful guard against this danger. The medal can, of
course, be offered in such cases. Whether something more can not judiciously
be done, at the request of, or with the approval of, the city authorities, the
Commission shall determine. I hope there can be.

Firra. The claims upon the Fund for some years can not exhaust it. After
years, however, pensioners will become numerous. Should the Commission
find, after allowing liberally for this, that a surplus will remain, it has power
to make grants in case of accidents (preferably where a hero has appeared) to
those injured. The action taken in the recent Harwick Mine accident, where
Heroes Taylor and Lyle lost their lives, is an illustration. The community first
raised a fund of forty thousand dollars, which was duplicated by me after
waiting until the generosity of the community had full scope. Here again the
Commission should be exceedingly careful, as in this case, not to deaden, but
to stimulate employers or communities to do their part, for such action benefits
givers themselves as well as recipients.

SixtH. It seems probable that cities and employers on this continent will
ultimately be placed under similar conditions to those of Britain, Germany, and
other European States, and required to provide against accidents to employees.
Therefore, the Commission, by a two-thirds vote, may devote any surplus that
accrues beyond providing for heroes and their dependents (which provision
must never be abandoned) to such other modes of benefiting those in want,
chiefly caused through no fault of their own (such as drunkenness, laziness,
crimes, etc.) but through exceptional circumstances, in such manner and to
such extent as the Commission thinks advisable and likely to do more good
than if such sums were given to those injured by accident, where the latter may
be suitably provided for by law, or otherwise.
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SEVENTH. The field embraced by the Fund is the United States of America, the
Dominion of Canada, the Colony of Newfoundland, and the waters thereof.
The sea is the scene of many heroic acts. No action more heroic than that
of doctors and nurses volunteering their services in the case of epidemics.
Railroad employees are remarkable for heroism. All these and similar cases
are embraced. Whenever heroism is displayed by man or woman in saving
human life, the Fund applies.

Eigutn. No personal liability will attach to members for any act of the
Commission. The Commission has power to fill vacancies.

NintH. The Commission has full power to sell, invest, or reinvest all funds;
to employ all officials, including Secretary, traveling agents to visit and
oversee beneficiaries, etc., and to fix their compensation. Members of the
Commission shall be reimbursed all expenses incurred, including traveling
expenses attending meetings. The President shall be granted such honoraria
as the Commission thinks proper and as he can be prevailed upon to accept.

TeNTH. An annual report, including a detailed statement of sums and medals
granted and the reasons therefor, shall be made each year and published in at
least one newspaper in the principal cities of the countries embraced by the
Fund. A finely executed roll of the heroes and heroines shall be kept displayed
in the office at Pittsburgh.

NEw York, MARrcH 12, 1904

WITNESS, LoUISE WHITFIELD CARNEGIE
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CARNEGIE HERO FUND COMMISSION

THE CARNEGIE MEDAL

The Carnegie Medal is a bronze medallion measuring 3 inches in diameter.
Andrew Carnegie’s profile in relief dominates the obverse of the medal.
The reverse carries a background, in low relief, of the outline of the United
States and Canada, and the seals of the two countries appear in high relief.
That side of the medal centers on the cartouche, or inscription plate, which
carries an embossed statement naming the rescuer, the rescued, and the
place and date of the heroic act. The cartouche is adorned with laurel,
ivy, oak, and thistle, respectively signifying glory, friendship, strength, and
persistence — the attributes of a hero. A verse from the New Testament
encircles the outer edge: “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man
lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).
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REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CARNEGIE MEDAL

e The life of a human victim must be in imminent danger of being lost
without intervention; this must be believed by the rescuer.

e The rescuer must be a civilian who knowingly and voluntarily risks
death or serious physical injury to an extraordinary degree.

e The rescuer must have rescued or attempted the rescue of another
person.

e The risk to be undertaken by the rescuer must be perceived by the
rescuer and that perception cannot be diminished by outside factors.

e The act of heroism must have occurred in the United States, Canada,
or the waters thereof (12 nautical miles).

e The act must be brought to the attention of the Commission within two
years of the date of its occurrence.

e The rescuer must not have intentionally or through negligence caused
the situation threatening the victim. Those who bear vocational or other
responsibility for the safety of the victim must have acted beyond the
line of duty.

e There must be conclusive evidence to support the threat to the
victim’s life, the risk undertaken by the rescuer, the rescuer’s degree
of responsibility, and the act’s occurrence.

AWARDS

The Carnegie Medal is presented to the person who performed the act or, in
case of death, to the widow, widower, or next of kin.

When a rescuer loses his or her life in the performance of an act, contributions
can be made toward the livelihood of the dependents. If the rescuer is disabled
in the performance of the act, periodic contributions can be made to his or her
livelihood. If the rescuer is not injured, a monetary grant can nevertheless be made,
should the Commission deem such a gift desirable. Recipients and the dependents
of posthumous and disabled recipients are eligible for scholarship assistance.

The benefits to be paid and the manner of payment are determined by the
Commission after consideration of the circumstances of each recipient.
Continuing benefits are paid only if there is a clear need for such assistance
and only if such benefits are soberly and properly used and the recipients
remain respectable members of their communities.
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2023 RECIPIENTS

HEROIC ACTS RECOGNIZED DURING 2023

The following 65 individuals were cited by the Carnegie Hero Fund
Commission in 2023 for having performed outstanding acts of heroism.

In each case, a Carnegie Medal and a financial grant were awarded.

KEALII J. AKAHANE

Bellevue, Washington

Kealii J. Akahane helped rescue a boy from drowning, Bellevue, Washington,
June 6, 2022. In a suicide attempt, a 17-year-old high school student loaded
a backpack with dumbbell weights totaling 50 pounds and entered Phantom
Lake. On duty, Akahane, 51, police officer, and his partner had been dispatched
to the scene after police were told the boy’s father received a text from the boy
saying he intended to commit suicide. Akahane and his partner exited their
vehicles and searched the park for the boy. They approached a fishing pier that
extended just above the water about 110 feet over the lake and walked to its
far end. Both officers noticed bubbles collecting on the surface of the murky
water, then saw a hand reaching up just beneath the surface. Akahane removed
his duty belt, leaving his ballistic vest, uniform, and boots on before entering
the 11-foot-deep water feet first from the pier. He submerged twice, sweeping
his arms in search of the boy, but was unable to locate him, surfacing each
time for air. Akahane submerged again and felt something brush his lower
leg. He grasped the boy’s arm and pulled him to the surface, at which point
he placed his left arm around the boy’s torso and held his head above water.
Akahane grasped one of the pier’s wooden supports with his right hand, and
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using his left hand, pushed the boy upward. Akahane’s partner grasped the
boy’s arm, and with the help of another officer, pulled the boy to safety on
the pier. The officer administered CPR before responding firefighters arrived,
at which point, he and Akahane’s partner helped carry the boy approximately
700 feet to an ambulance that transported the boy to the hospital for treatment.
He recovered. Akahane, too exhausted to climb onto the pier, remained in the
water for about 15 minutes before firefighters provided a hook ladder which
Akahane used to exit the lake. Akahane was cold and exhausted but did not
seek medical attention; he recovered. 92690-1036¢

MARVIN D. ARGUETA R.

Flemington, New Jersey

Marvin D. Argueta R. helped rescue a man from burning, Flemington, New
Jersey, November 22, 2021. The 59-year-old man who breathed with the assistance
of bottled oxygen, told authorities he had been laying on his couch and smoking
when, suddenly, the living room of his second-floor apartment was in flames.
Rodriguez’s brother, 23, was returning home when he saw flames coming from
the man’s living room window and heard an explosion. The brother summoned
Rodriguez, 35, landscaper, and another brother, 29, who shared an apartment in
another wing of the same building, and, together, they kicked down the man’s
front door. The door opened into a narrow, enclosed stairway which led to the
man’s apartment. Rodriguez and his brothers, singly, climbed the steps and
tried to enter the burning living room off the top stairway landing but were each
turned back by smoke and exited. Recalling he had a flashlight on his cellphone,
Rodriguez used it as he re-entered and rushed up the stairway. Peering through
thick smoke, he heard the man calling for help on the living room floor 8 feet away
and moved to grasp him in a bear hug from behind. As Rodriguez dragged the man
to the top of the stairway, his brothers appeared and each grasped the man’s legs,
and all three carried him down the stairway. At one point, an explosion caused a
flash that burned Rodriguez’s right ear and face and blew a chair into the stairway.
The youngest brother threw the chair out of their path and the brothers carried the
man outside onto a railed-in concrete porch, where they laid him in a corner away
from the figuring doorway as police arrived. Police then moved the man over the
rail farther to safety, where paramedics treated the man, who was then flown to a
hospital burn center. Police stated the man has recovered. Rodriguez was treated at
a hospital for his burns and smoke inhalation, and recovered. 23-57-10338
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JUDY ARROYO
Massapequa, New York

Judy Arroyo saved Stephen Pryke from burning, Long Beach, New York,
February 19, 2023. At night, Pryke, 65, was asleep in a second-floor bedroom
of his two-story house when a fire broke out on the rear deck. Awakened, Pryke
left his bedroom and began searching the house to determine if his son and
his tenant were inside. A passerby flagged down Arroyo, 51, on-duty police
officer, who was driving nearby. Seeing flames consuming the house’s rear,
Arroyo drove closer and went with the passerby to the front door, which was
unlocked, and entered. Arroyo, who saw flames burning on the kitchen ceiling
at the rear of the first floor, located Pryke after he had left the second floor,
grasped his arm, and forcefully ushered him outside through the door. Upon
learning that Pryke lived with others, including his son, whom Arroyo worried
might be on the second floor, she returned inside through the front door. By
then, Arroyo saw that flames had overtaken the kitchen. As Arroyo climbed
a few stairs toward the second floor through black smoke, she felt a burst of
heat, suffering burns to her face and both hands. She escaped through the door.
As the fire continued to spread, first-responders accounted for Pryke’s son and
tenant, neither of whom was home when the blaze started. Pryke, who was
not burned, declined to go to a hospital. Arroyo went to a hospital emergency
room, then was treated at a burn center. She mostly recovered from her burns
in about three weeks. 92861-10398

TYLER BADET
San Diego, California

Tyler Badet helped rescue a man and woman from drowning, San Diego,
California, January 6, 2021. The duo had jumped into the Pacific Ocean from
a cliffside before struggling to exit the 59-degree water amid 10-foot-high
waves that swirled in a V-shaped cove surrounded by rocky shores and cliffs.
Badet, 18, high school student, was surfing nearby when he noticed the man
and woman struggling. He paddled to them and instructed the man to grasp the
nose of the surfboard before towing him about 70 feet to safety deeper into the
cove along the coastline, where the man exited the water. Badet returned to the
woman and also instructed her to grasp the surfboard. Badet towed the woman
to within 5 feet of a rocky cliffside and urged her to release the surfboard and
attempt to exit the water, but the panicked woman would not let go of the
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surfboard. Waves crashing against the cliffside pushed them back from the
coastline, at which point Badet attempted to position himself and the woman
closer to the shore two more times, urging the woman both times to release the
board and attempt to exit the water. He then towed the woman about 40 feet
toward the cove’s center, where he awaited help from responding lifeguards.
Lifeguards entered the water and swam to Badet and the woman and retrieved
her, allowing Badet to paddle about 50 feet to a rocky shelf, where he exited
the water. Lifeguards safely removed the woman from the water. Badet was
not injured. 92683-10379

JONATHON BAEZ

Mesa, Arizona

Jonathon Baez saved two girls from burning, Mesa, Arizona, February 18,
2022. The sisters, 2 and 6, were in a bedroom of their second-floor apartment
when flames broke out in the apartment. Baez, 25, painter, was nearby and
responded. After Baez entered the front of the building and retreated due to
dire conditions there, he approached the rear of the building and climbed atop
a 6-foot-tall storage shed. Despite dense smoke issuing from the window and
flames on the nearby balcony, Baez jumped and reached up to the broken-out
window of the bedroom about 6 feet above the shed and pulled the window
frame off to access the opening. Baez jumped up to enter through the broken-
out window to his waist and found the younger girl just inside. Baez lifted her
and held her to his body, retreated to the shed, and handed her to an officer
there. After learning that the older girl was still inside, Baez returned to the
window and fully climbed inside the bedroom. Crawling on his hands and
knees, he reached the older girl at a point about 10 feet from the window in
a closet after retreating once for a breath of fresh air. Baez found her hand,
grasped it, and lifted her, and then standing, he walked back to the window.
Baez handed her down to another officer who had responded onto the shed.
Baez exited the bedroom through the window opening and retreated to safety.
Both girls were taken by ambulance to the hospital and treated for smoke
inhalation, and the younger girl also suffered cuts to her thigh, feet and one
of her hands. They both recovered. Baez suffered minor smoke inhalation and

a cut to his right hand but did not require medical treatment. He recovered.
92353-10374
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KORTNIE BALLS
Pocatello, Idaho

Kortnie Balls rescued Richard G. Sergi from burning, Pocatello, Idaho,
March 23, 2022. Sergi, 76, was inside his mobile home when flames broke
out in the bedroom. Balls, 25, delivery driver, stopped at the scene, where she
saw flames extending outside through a broken bedroom window. A man on
the front porch opened the door there, and black smoke issued from it. The
man, who entered the home but retreated due to smoke, told Balls that Sergi
was inside. Balls crawled inside, where dense, black smoke hung from the
ceiling to about 1 foot off the floor, precluding visibility, and oxygen bottles
exploded at the rear of the trailer. Balls crawled to Sergi, who was conscious
but badly burned. Balls grasped his hand and, crouching, moved backward and
pulled Sergi, who was much heavier than her, to the front door, where flames
shot outside through the top of the doorway above their heads. Balls was
able to get Sergi’s upper body over the door’s threshold, then was assisted by
another man in getting Sergi fully outside and onto the porch. Others arrived
and moved Sergi away from the home, which was shortly engulfed by flames.
Sergi inhaled smoke and suffered burns to his arms, hand, and torso. He died
the next day of his injuries. Balls inhaled smoke; she recovered. 92356-10353

JAMES BLOUIN

Sequim, Washington

James Blouin helped rescue Daniel Martinez from assault, Sequim,
Washington, May 19, 2022. In the early morning, an hour before sunrise,
Martinez, 31, a police officer who had stopped a 34-year-old driver on a city
street, was walking back toward his patrol car when the man exited his truck,
ran to Martinez, and tackled him. In the course of a violent struggle spanning
two-and-a-half minutes, the assailant, who was larger than Martinez, punched
and kicked the officer, who called for help as he fought alone against the
assailant. The assailant grasped Martinez’s handgun, and Martinez pushed him
away and discharged a round that missed the assailant’s shoulder. As the attack
continued, a second round discharged from the gun. Ultimately, Martinez and
the assailant were tangled on the ground, with Martinez’s right hand holding
the gun beneath the assailant’s body, along with the assailant’s hands. More
than 200 feet away, Blouin, 50, purchaser, heard the sound of a gunshot and
Martinez calling for help. Blouin approached the dark scene, and learned from

CARNEGIE HERO FUND COMMISSION
17



Martinez that he was struggling for control of the gun. Blouin attempted to
reach for the gun beneath the assailant’s torso but could not feel it. Blouin then
pushed the assailant’s head down and when the assailant responded by trying
to push himself up from the ground, Blouin grasped the assailant’s hands.
Blouin also called for help, alerting others, including a city worker driving
nearby who arrived to restrain the assailant’s legs as Blouin controlled the
assailant’s hands. They received additional help from a nearby resident and
a sheriff’s deputy. The assailant, who was taken into custody, subsequently
was charged with the murder of his mother which had taken place shortly
before the traffic stop. Martinez was hospitalized for treatment of injuries that
included a torn labrum in his shoulder. A prosecutor decided Martinez was
justified in firing his gun at the assailant. Blouin had minor scrapes on his
hands that did not require medical attention. 9247110358

NICHOLAS L. BOSTIC

Lafayette, Indiana

Nicholas L. Bostic rescued a 6-year-old girl from burning , Lafayette, Indiana,
July 11, 2022. An 18-year-old woman; her sisters, ages 13, 20 months and
the 6-year-old; and another girl, 13, were asleep inside a two-story house at
night, unaware a fire had started on the porch near the front door, then spread
to the living room and, eventually, bedrooms above. Bostic, 25, pizza delivery
driver, was driving nearby and responded after noticing the house in flames.
Bostic entered the home through the back door and called out to determine
if anyone was inside. Hearing nothing, he entered the home and, as he went
upstairs, saw the woman, with the toddler, and the two 13-year-olds outside an
upstairs bedroom. He led them the rest of the way downstairs and out of the
house through the back door. Once outside, Bostic learned the 6-year-old was
still inside, her location unknown. He re-entered through the back door, ran
up the stairs, and frantically searched the second-floor bedrooms as conditions
deteriorated rapidly after an explosion on the porch. Bostic, because of the
worsening conditions, considered exiting through a second-floor window
before he heard the girl’s cries and followed them back downstairs into thick,
black smoke and blistering heat. He located her near the living room, picked her
up, and ran back up the stairs. He entered another bedroom, filled with smoke
and some flames, and punched out a window with his bare fist. With the girl
in his arms, Bostic jumped outside to the ground. The 6-year-old suffered an
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injury to her leg from the broken glass; she recovered. Bostic was hospitalized
for three days and initially in critical condition for smoke inhalation, first-
and second-degree burns, and a complex laceration to his right forearm; he
recovered. 92553-10351

CHRISTOPHER K. BURKETT, deceased
Forsyth, Georgia

Christopher K. Burkett died attempting to save Shirley Treadwell from
being struck by a train, Forsyth, Georgia, November 10, 2021. At dusk, a
caretaker, 66, was in the driver’s seat and Treadwell, 93, was in the front,
passenger seat of a vehicle that became stuck at a railroad crossing near a
house in a rural area as a train approached at 39 m.p.h. As the train track
followed a curve approaching the scene, the train was not visible from the
crossing beyond about 300 feet, or about five seconds, away. Burkett, 47, a
production supervisor, who lived on the property, was repairing a fence near
the crossing with a friend when they became aware that the vehicle was stuck
and heard the train. Burkett and the friend ran to the vehicle’s passenger side,
which was on the opposite side of the approaching train, and, with difficulty,
opened the front, passenger door and worked to free Treadwell. As the train
quickly neared, the friend moved off the track to safety; Burkett remained at
the vehicle’s passenger side. The train then struck the vehicle, propelling it
about 100 feet. The caretaker and Treadwell, who both suffered fatal injuries,
were found on the ground on one side of the track. Burkett, who was thrown
to the other side of the track, was pronounced dead at the scene of blunt-force
injuries. 92070-10342

F. DANIEL CALIX A.

Flemington, New Jersey

F. Daniel Calix A. helped rescue a man from burning, Flemington, New Jersey,
November 22, 2021. The 59-year-old man who breathed with the assistance of
bottled oxygen, told authorities he had been laying on his couch and smoking
when, suddenly, the living room of his second-floor apartment was in flames.
Calix, 23, roofer, was returning home when he saw flames coming from the
man’s living room window and heard an explosion. Calix summoned his two
brothers, 35 and 29, with whom he shared an apartment in another wing of
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the same building, and, together, they went and kicked down the man’s front
door. The door opened into a narrow, enclosed stairway which led to the man’s
apartment. Calix and his brothers, singly, climbed the steps and tried to enter
the burning living room off the top stairway landing but were each turned back
by smoke and exited. Recalling he had a flashlight on his cellphone, the oldest
brother used it as he re-entered and rushed up the stairway. Peering through
thick smoke, he heard the man calling for help on the living room floor 8
feet away and moved to grasp him in a bear hug from behind. As the oldest
brother dragged the man to the top of the stairway, Calix and the other brother
appeared and each grasped the man’s legs, and all three carried him down
the stairway. At one point, an explosion caused a flash that burned the oldest
brother’s right ear and face, and blew a chair onto the stairway. Calix threw
the chair out of their path and rejoined his brothers to carry the man outside
onto a railed-in concrete porch, where they laid him in a corner away from
the figuring doorway as police arrived. Police then moved the man over the
rail farther to safety, where paramedics treated the man, who was flown to a
hospital burn center. Police stated the man has recovered. Calix inhaled smoke
but was not treated; he recovered. 23-57-10389

FRANKLIN G. CALIX A.

Flemington, New Jersey

Franklin G. Calix A. helped rescue a man from burning, Flemington, New
Jersey, November 22, 2021. The 59-year-old man who breathed with the
assistance of bottled oxygen, told authorities he had been laying on his couch
and smoking when, suddenly, the living room of his second-floor apartment
was in flames. Calix’s brother was returning home when he saw flames coming
from the man’s living room window and heard an explosion. The brother,
23, summoned Calix, 29, carpenter, and another brother, 35, who shared an
apartment in another wing of the same building, and, together, they kicked
down the man’s front door. The door opened into a narrow, enclosed stairway
which led to the man’s apartment. Calix and his brothers, singly, climbed the
steps and tried to enter the burning living room off the top stairway landing
but were each turned back by smoke and exited. Recalling he had a flashlight
on his cellphone, the oldest brother used it as he re-entered and rushed up the
stairway. Peering through thick smoke, he heard the man calling for help on
the living room floor 8§ feet away and moved to grasp him in a bear hug from
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behind. As the oldest brother dragged the man to the top of the stairway, Calix
and the youngest brother appeared and each grasped the man’s legs, and all
three carried him down the stairway. At one point, an explosion caused a flash
that burned the oldest brother’s right ear and face and blew a chair onto the
stairway. The youngest brother threw the chair out of their path and Calix and
the others carried the man outside onto a railed-in concrete porch, where they
laid him in a corner away from the figuring doorway as police arrived. Police
then moved the man over the rail farther to safety, where paramedics treated
the man, who was flown to a hospital burn center. Police stated the man has
recovered. Calix inhaled smoke but wasn’t treated; he recovered. 23-57-10390

JOHN CHASE

Denver, Colorado

John Chase rescued Joseph Radtke from drowning, Vail, Colorado, July 17,
2023. Radtke, 80, had been fishing and tried to cross Gore Creek at a shallow
point with his dog. After pulling the dog back from deeper water, he fell to
his knees and the current then swept him into rapids, where he was rendered
unconscious. The creek carried his body downstream, headfirst and facedown,
as he struck rocks numerous times. Chase, 53, an attorney, was biking on
the trail 75 feet above the creek with his wife and saw Radtke being swept
downstream. He jumped onto his bike, raced 600 feet on the path to a gap in a
high fence to get ahead of Radtke, then slid down the steep embankment to the
56-degree water, and waded out to a rock in the middle of the creek. From there,
he jumped into the water to intercept the unconscious Radtke as he passed,
grasping him with one arm while paddling with the other. The current swept
the two downstream about 225 feet until Chase gained enough of a foothold in
a shallower, calmer area to maneuver Radtke, who was about Chase’s size, to
the shore with the help of a bystander. Radtke was not breathing. Chase started
CPR until first responders took over and revived him. Radtke was hospitalized

for six days but made a full recovery. Chase was bruised but recovered. 23-69-
10403
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CHAD W. CHICHESTER
Midland, Michigan

Chad W. Chichester rescued Karleigh M. Zmikly from burning, Sherman
Township, Michigan, April 3, 2022. Zmikly, 23, was a passenger in an
all-terrain vehicle that flipped onto its roof, then rolled onto its driver’s
side. Flames broke out at the front end of the vehicle and spread inside.
The driver exited through an opening in the plastic roof that had been
torn by another in the party, but Zmikly remained inside. Chichester,
52, engineer, was in the same party and witnessed the crash. Seeing
the vehicle aflame, Chichester responded to it but couldn’t initially see
Zmikly due to the conditions and the roof blocking his view. Standing near
the roof, Chichester reached his arms inside through the passenger-side
window opening and, coming into contact with flames, grasped Zmikly
under her arms. He attempted to pull her, but his grasp slipped due to
his gloves melting from the blistering heat. Chichester took a step back
from the vehicle, shook off his gloves, and again reached his arms inside
the opening, again coming into contact with flames, and grasped Zmikly
under her arms. He pulled Zmikly through the opening and laid her onto
the ground next to the vehicle. As her clothing was aflame, she rolled
herself on the ground away from the vehicle. Others packed snow from the
ground onto her to put out the fire and carried her farther to safety. Zmikly
was flown to a hospital for treatment of severe burns, requiring multiple
surgeries. Chichester, too, was taken to the hospital for treatment of severe
burns to his hands and also required surgical treatment. 92474-10348

JOSEPH P. COCKERILL

Lincoln, Nebraska

Joseph P. Cockerill helped to save a man from burning, Waverly,
Nebraska, September 23, 2021. A 41-year-old man was in the cab of a
burning dump truck with an attached trailer after the truck traveled off
a highway into a grassy field. Cockerill, 39, warehouse manager, was
driving on the highway and stopped at the scene. He ran to the driver’s
door and saw flames on the passenger side of the truck. Cockerill opened
the driver’s door, where the man sat in the driver’s seat, unconscious,
with his right foot caught between his seat and the center console. A
maintenance technician stepped up to the open door and pulled on the
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man but could not release his foot, so he stepped aside. The man was
on his back on the seat with his head leaning through the driver’s door
opening. Cockerill climbed fully into the cab, where flames had entered
the bottom of the cab between the seats, and knelt on the man’s torso. He
grasped the man’s right leg and pulled but could not free his foot. He then
lifted the man’s leg, twisted it, and released his foot. Cockerill backed
out of the cab and he and the other man pulled the man out of the truck
and placed him on the ground. Cockerill, the maintenance technician and
a third bystander carried the man away from the truck, the cab of which
was shortly engulfed by flames that rose about 20 feet above its roof and
spread to the grass between the truck and the trailer. The man was taken
to a hospital for treatment of an injury suffered in the crash; he was not

burned. 92087-10370

KEVIN CONKLIN

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

Kevin Conklin attempted to rescue a boy from drowning, Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, August 4, 2020. The boy, 6, was playing in a 5-foot-deep
ditch in a flooded area of a park after a tropical storm. The ditch was
filled with murky water and a strong current below the surface. The boy
submerged and was swept into a 25-foot-long concrete drainage pipe that
extended beneath a two-lane street, and he was pushed through the pipe
into a stream with a rapid current. Kevin, 16, high school student, was
nearby, and he stepped into the water in the ditch. He put his head under
the water’s surface and swept his arms in front of him but could not find
the boy. Kevin moved farther into the ditch into water nearly over his
head. He submerged, but after repeated attempts to find the boy was also
swept into and through the pipe. Kevin tumbled into the stream and was
taken downstream by the current. Both the boy and Kevin were assisted
out of the stream by others. The boy sustained multiple abrasions; he
recovered. Kevin was treated at a hospital for multiple abrasions, pain to
his wrist, and exposure to cold water; he recovered. 91947-10345
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JAMES G. DAVID, deceased

Saginaw, Michigan

James G. David died attempting to rescue Kolton R. David from drowning,
Essexville, Michigan, July 16, 2022. Kolton, 4, who was wearing a life
jacket, was on a fishing boat in Saginaw Bay amid waves and a large wake
when he fell off the back of the boat into the water. David, 62, sales associate
and Kolton’s grandfather, was also on the boat, as were Kolton’s father and
brother. The father jumped off the boat and swam to Kolton, and the two
struggled. David, who was not wearing a life jacket, jumped off the boat
and swam nearly 200 feet to Kolton and grabbed him from the father. He
then told the father to swim back to the boat, but was unable to reach it as
it continued moving under the power of a trolling motor. David and Kolton
were separated, and at some point, David lost consciousness. After several
minutes, another boat with two men in it arrived and placed Kolton and his
father in their boat. They secured David to the side of the boat, as they were
unable to lift him onto it. Rescue boats arrived and took David aboard and
to a launch, where he was placed in an ambulance and taken to a hospital.
Kolton, his father, and brother returned to shore in separate boats. Kolton
was taken to a hospital for observation. He inhaled water and had difficulty
breathing and a cough; he recovered. David could not be revived; he had
drowned. 92594-10372

TERRANCE A. DEA, deceased

Louisville, Tennessee

Terrance A. Dea died attempting to rescue Emma R. Fila from drowning,
Louisville, Tennessee, June 5, 2021. Fila, 18, was on her jet ski on a river
channel when it struck a concrete railroad bridge support. She was thrown
unconscious from the watercraft and landed facedown in 24-feet-deep
water of Little River. Dea, 70, retired district sales manager, who had
double open-heart bypass surgery seven months earlier, was driving his
pontoon boat nearby and came upon the scene. Alerted by his daughter to
Fila in the water, Dea dived into the river and reached Fila. Dea shouted
to his daughter to maneuver the boat closer to them. She made multiple
unsuccessful attempts to move the boat, but then saw Dea unresponsive
in the water. Another boat carrying six people responded. Four on board
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were surgeons, and they jumped from their boat and swam to Dea and
Fila. The surgeons moved Dea and Fila onto Dea’s boat. Both Dea and
Fila were unresponsive, and the surgeons performed CPR on both of them.
One of the surgeons drove Dea’s boat to a nearby dock, where the surgeons
moved Dea and Fila onto the bank and again performed CPR. Paramedics
responded, and Dea and Fila were pronounced dead at the scene; both had
drowned. 91790-10341

ANTHONY DIEHL, deceased

Beavercreek, Ohio

Anthony Diehl died attempting to save Elijah T. Britt from drowning, South
Haven, Michigan, July 13,2022. In Lake Michigan near a beach, 7-year-old
Elijah was using a bodyboard in shallow water with other children in his
family when the waves became stronger. There were no lifeguards on the
beach, and Elijah reached a point farther from shore than the others. Among
the adult relatives near the shoreline, Elijah’s uncle, Diehl, 33, restaurant
manager, waded and swam out to him. Diehl was seen near Elijah, but they
soon were separated and their family lost sight of them. The rough current
washed Elijah to the shore a short time later. Efforts to revive Elijah were
unsuccessful, and he was pronounced dead at a hospital that evening. The
continuing deterioration of the water conditions that night thwarted first-
responders’ searches for Diehl, as waves were especially high and intense.
Diehl, who drowned, was recovered the following day. 92¢12-10383

JOSEPH D. DONNELL
Kamas, Utah

Joseph D. Donnell rescued Paxton K. Knight from drowning, Oakley,
Utah, August 22, 2022. Paxton, 9, was in a pickup truck that entered a
reservoir from a boat ramp in a national park. The truck drifted 75 feet from
the dock and fully submerged in 9 feet of water. Donnell, 55, retired state
park ranger, was in his kayak in the 60-degree water. Donnell removed his
life jacket, exited his kayak, and dived below the surface of the water and
went to the truck, where he fully entered through a passenger-side door.
Donnell searched for Paxton, but he could not find him. He entered the
truck twice more before he swam to the driver’s side, where both doors
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were locked. Donnell struck the cab’s rear window, but it did not break.
Donnell returned to the passenger side of the truck and again entered
through the open rear door. He extended his arms into the front-seat area
of the truck and found Paxton floating near the top of the front windshield.
Donnell grasped Paxton, held him to his chest, and backed out of the truck,
then swam to the surface. Donnell swam back to shore and placed Paxton,
who did not have a pulse and was not breathing, on the concrete boat ramp.
A few people at the scene performed CPR on Paxton, who had a faint
pulse when he taken by helicopter to a hospital. Paxton was hospitalized
in critical condition, but he recovered. Donnell was tired and cold after the
rescue; he recovered. 92642-10380

Davip P. Durrey
Midway, Pennsylvania

David P. Duffey saved Shune E. Moore from burning, Irwin, Pennsylvania,
October 16, 2022. Moore, 56, was in the burning cab of a tractor trailer after
it veered off a highway and onto the shoulder, where it collided with a guide
rail, concrete barrier, and an overpass bridge abutment. The collision caused
the cab to twist around 180 degrees with its front facing the trailer and
pointing skyward. Duffey, 25, college student, was driving behind Moore
and witnessed the accident. He stopped and ran to the passenger door, the
window of which had been broken out. There were flames and spilled fuel
close to the driver’s door and along the cab and trailer on that side. Fearing
there would be an explosion, Duffey hoisted himself up so that his upper
body was through the passenger window opening. Duffey grasped Moore,
and with difficulty, pulled his upper body out through the window and onto
the pavement. Duffey and another man dragged Moore about 7 feet when
an explosion occurred, about five seconds after Moore was extricated. The
blast knocked Duffey and the other man to the pavement. Flames about 15
feet high and thick, black smoke issued from the cab. Duffey and others
dragged Moore farther from the tractor trailer to safety. Moore was treated
at a hospital for lacerations to both legs and pain in his shoulders. Duffey
suffered a back injury; he was not burned. 92727-10384
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THOMAS ELBRECHT
South Salt Lake, Utah

Thomas Elbrecht helped rescue Travis Haussener from an avalanche
and exposure, Millcreek, Utah, December 14, 2022. In the morning,
Haussener, 35, was hiking up a 35-degree-slope in the Wasatch Mountain
Range while backcountry skiing when there was a 200-foot-wide, 2-foot-
deep avalanche above him. The snow surged downhill, enveloping
Haussener and slamming him into a tree, against which he was pinned
and severely injured, with all but his head and left arm buried. Haussener,
who had seen only one other person in the vicinity that morning, called
out for help. Within earshot, Elbrecht, 31, a firefighter, was backcountry
skiing with his dog when he began hearing noises as he followed the path
Haussener earlier had broken in the snow. By the time Elbrecht arrived
at the bottom of the avalanche-debris pile, he heard Haussener’s distinct
calls. Heading toward the origin of the avalanche, Elbrecht hiked up
the steeper slope to Haussener and unburied him. Haussener’s injuries
included a broken thighbone, which inhibited him from skiing or hiking to
safety. After moving Haussener to a flat area near the tree, Elbrecht used
his cell phone to inform authorities of Haussener’s injuries. Elbrecht also
created a makeshift splint with a ski pole to stabilize his broken leg and
built a small shelter to help shield Haussener from the sub-freezing air
temperature and cold wind. As Elbrecht remained with Haussener, more
than a mile from the nearest parking lot and about a quarter-mile from a
hiking trail, rescue crews evaluated how to respond, as there was a risk
of another avalanche in the area. A rescue helicopter responded but was
unable to attempt to hoist Haussener to safety because of the steep slope
and closely packed, tall trees. Eventually, a two-person county search
team responding by ground found them, and Elbrecht helped the team
lower Haussener to a spot where he then was moved by toboggan and
snowmobile to a waiting ambulance. Haussener spent a few days in the
hospital and endured a lengthy rehabilitation to his leg. Elbrecht, who had
remained with Haussener for several hours, including beyond sunset, was
cold and hungry but was not injured. 28s0-10400

CARNEGIE HERO FUND COMMISSION
27



JESSICA LEA EMBRY, deceased

Wilmington, North Carolina

Jessica Lea Embry died while attempting to help rescue two girls from
drowning, Kure Beach, North Carolina, April 18, 2021. Two sisters, 11
and 14, were in shallow water in the Atlantic Ocean near shore when they
were pulled by a strong rip current to a point about 110 feet from the beach.
Embry, 40, fine arts teacher, was on the beach nearby and responded. She
reached the girls in water about 9 feet deep. A man also entered the water
to assist, but he was pulled to a point about 300 feet from shore by the
strong current. Embry briefly held onto at least one of the girls, but she
repeatedly submerged in the rough surf. Embry lost consciousness and
floated facedown in the water. A teenage girl on the beach was alerted and
responded. She grasped the younger girl by an arm and towed her toward
shore. A man responded and reached them in wadable water, and aided the
11-year-old girl to the beach. The girl’s sister also reached shore, while
firefighters rescued the man who swam out. At some point, Embry became
unresponsive and floated facedown in the water. Both girls were checked at
the scene by paramedics and did not require further treatment. Firefighters
moved Embry’s body to the beach and attempted CPR on her, but she could
not be revived. She had drowned. 91616-10368

DANIEL FRANZ
Mahopac, New York

Daniel Franz saved Stan R. Pelletier from burning, Carmel, New York,
April 7, 2022. In nighttime darkness, Pelletier, 68, was the driver of a sport
utility vehicle that left a highway, struck and hung atop a 7-foot-high rock
wall at the crest of a steep embankment that bordered a reservoir. Franz, 31,
conservation officer, was on patrol nearby and came upon the scene and saw
Pelletier inside the wreckage. Franz attempted to open the driver’s door,
but it was jammed by a damaged road sign. Franz then opened the rear,
passenger-side door, and Pelletier asked Franz to remove his snarling dog.
Franz climbed down the rock wall, opened the front, passenger-side door,
removed the dog, and handed it to another officer who responded. A fire had
broken out at the front end of the SUV at the undercarriage as fuel leaked
from it. As the other officer alerted Franz to flames burning the undercarriage,
Franz fully entered the SUV alone and grasped Pelletier under his arms and
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pulled, but one of Pelletier’s legs was trapped. Franz pulled on Pelletier a
second time, and Pelletier’s leg came free. Franz, backing through the front
passenger door opening, dragged Pelletier across the center console and out
of the vehicle. He dragged Pelletier a short distance away, and flames by then
had engulfed the vehicle. Franz dragged Pelletier farther to a point about 10
feet away, then stood between him and the vehicle to block the flames and
heat from Pelletier. Other responders arrived and assisted Pelletier up to the
top of the wall, and he was taken by ambulance to the hospital for treatment
of severe injuries. Franz was not injured. 92335-10355

PAUL GALOTTI

Easthampton, Massachusetts

Paul Galotti saved David Martinez from burning, Easthampton,
Massachusetts, May 15, 2022. Martinez, 61, who used a wheelchair because
of mobility issues, was inside his basement apartment in a three-story, multi-
family building when fire broke out in his bedroom and the apartment filled
with dense smoke. Martinez was unable to leave via a door to the backyard
because of nearby flames, so he exited the apartment and moved to the opposite
side of the basement, where he stopped near the bottom of a stairway that led
to a front door of the building. Galotti, 38, environmental coordinator, lived
across the street and was alerted to the fire. He ran to the building, where he
saw flames issuing through the broken windows of Martinez’s bedroom and
spreading to an exterior wooden stairway. Galotti entered through a front
door into a foyer, then opened the door to stairs leading to the basement.
Black smoke poured out through the door and Galotti shouted down the
stairway. Martinez responded and said he was in a wheelchair and needed
help. Galotti descended the stairway, where there was no visibility. He went
a few feet and, unable to breathe, went back up the stairs and exited the
building through the front door. Galotti pulled his shirt over his nose and
mouth and returned to the basement, where he found Martinez about 12 feet
from the bottom of the stairway. Galotti lifted Martinez from the wheelchair,
put him over his shoulder, then went back up the stairway and outside. By
then, the exterior, wood stairway was completely engulfed by flames, which
rose to second-floor windows. Martinez was not injured. Galotti inhaled
smoke; he recovered. 92514-10350
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GABRIEL LUCAS GARDNER, deceased
Spokane Valley, Washington

Gabriel Lucas Gardner died helping to save Kinzlee R. Gardner from
drowning, Post Falls, Idaho, June 26, 2020. Kinzlee, 21 months old, was
in a kayak with her mother at an inlet along the Spokane River when an
undertow sucked the kayak beneath the surface. Kinzlee, wearing a life
jacket, and her mother, an experienced swimmer, were briefly submerged.
Kinzlee’s father, Gardner, 35, concrete laborer, had been taking cellphone
pictures of them from a rocky riverbank about 10 feet away. He dropped
his phone and jumped into the water, as did a friend. Kinzlee’s mother
was able to push Kinzlee to the surface before the undertow and current
carried her mother away from the inlet toward the middle of the river.
Gardner reached Kinzlee and grasped her life jacket, then tried to pass
her to his friend, who, instead struggled to stay afloat in the undertow
and currents and eventually exited the water. Gardner swam about 70 feet
toward a kayak piloted by Kinzlee’s 12-year-old brother. The boy was able
to take Kinzlee from Gardner and into his kayak , which drifted downriver
and eventually to shore. Kinzlee and the brother were unharmed. Gardner
submerged. Meanwhile, Kinzlee’s mother struggled to swim back to the
rocky inlet bank. She was nearly exhausted, but recovered. Gardner’s body
was found about 900 feet downriver in about 15 feet of water slightly more
than an hour later. He had drowned. 91194-10344

EMILYN GOLDEN

West Vancouver, British Columbia

Emilyn Golden helped save a boy from drowning, West Vancouver, British
Columbia, September 9, 2022. In an outgoing tide on a cool morning, a
15-year-old boy, who was autistic and nonverbal, waded fully clothed
into Burrard Inlet and swam and drifted to a point about 300 feet from a
beach in a municipal park. The boy’s party, including a school caregiver,
called for help, alerting Golden, 34, artist, who was near the beach with
her two young children and went to learn about the commotion. Golden
requested that the boy’s party watch her children, then removed her outer
clothing and entered the dangerously cold water, swimming through high
waves to the boy, who initially resisted her aid. Responding police learned
that Golden, too, was in the water and began arranging for a rescue boat.
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Golden formed a rapport with the boy, who followed her guidance and
encouragement as she swam beside him while he dog-paddled. As the boy
began to tire, Golden helped him remove his vest and held onto his shirt
with one hand while swimming with her other arm until stopping to tread
water and assess their location, which still was far from shore. Shortly,
the boy and Golden boarded the rescue boat, which responded from a base
about 4 miles away about 14 minutes after police reached the park. The
boat carried the boy and Golden to safety near a pier by the beach. The
boy went to a hospital and was released that afternoon. First-responders
assessed Golden, who was in shock and cold, at the scene. She recovered
without further medical treatment. 9266710343

THOMAS LEE HAWK, deceased

Bostwick, Georgia

Thomas Lee Hawk died attempting to save Eric T. Hawk from burning,
Bostwick, Georgia, December 16, 2022. Eric, 13, was in a bedroom of
his family’s rural, one-story house when flames broke out in the attic of a
storage room at one end of the house and spread. Eric saw smoke entering
his bedroom and opened the door that led into a hallway, which was filled
with smoke. He closed the door and called to alert his father, Hawk, 39,
quality supervisor, who was next-door at Eric’s grandfather’s house. Hawk
ran out of the grandfather’s house and to the burning house, followed by
the grandfather. Hawk entered the house through a door that opened into
the laundry room, which was next to the storage room. The grandfather
attempted to enter the house through its front door, but could not open it.
He then attempted to go in a door to the laundry room but could not due to
the flames, heat, and smoke. The grandfather heard Eric shouting for help
and went to his bedroom window. He removed an air conditioner from the
window and pulled Eric through the opening, then dragged him away from
the house. Eric suffered severe smoke inhalation and was hospitalized for a
few days. Hawk’s body was found in the hallway near Eric’s bedroom. He
sustained burns to his body, including his head and hands, and had died from
inhaling smoke and soot. 92796-10397
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SEAN L. JAMES

Fate, Texas

Sean L. James rescued three children from burning, Emporia, Kansas,
June 6, 2022. Madilyn McNack, 6, and her brothers, Jaseh McNack, 2, and
Alexander Wilson-McNack, 8, were trapped inside a sport utility vehicle
after an accident in which the SUV left an interstate highway and struck
a tree. Their mother, who was driving, was pinned between the steering
wheel and her seat. James, 47, oil and gas inspector, was driving ahead
of the SUV when he saw it leave the road through his rearview mirror.
He stopped at the scene and noticed smoke issuing from the SUV. Tree
branches blocked his attempt to get to the driver’s door, so James moved
to the passenger side, where he told the mother to unlock the doors. When
she was unable to do so, James attempted to open the rear, passenger-side
door, pulling the handle off in the process before Madilyn, in the rear,
passenger-side seat, unlocked the door from the inside. James opened the
door, leaned inside the vehicle amid smoke, and unbuckled Madilyn before
pulling her out and carrying her about 30 feet to safety. James returned to
the vehicle and reentered through the same door. On his hands and knees,
he crawled across the back seat to Jaseh while flames extended across the
dashboard and into the passenger compartment. With the boy’s help, James
unbuckled his car seat, grasped Jaseh, crawled backward out of the vehicle
and placed him next to Madilyn. James then reentered a third time . James
returned to his hands and knees and crawled across the back seat as thick
smoke obscured his view. While James searched for Alexander, his mother
stated the boy was last in the vehicle’s rear cargo area, which prompted
James to reach over the rear seat, where James’s hand brushed against
Alexander. James grasped the boy and pulled him over the seat before
carrying him to safety with the other children away from the vehicle,
which was soon engulfed in flames. Madilyn suffered partial paralysis as a
result of the crash. Jaseh suffered a broken left collarbone and Alexander
suffered a laceration on his face; both recovered. James suffered smoke
inhalation; he recovered. The children’s mother died. A highway patrol
officer determined she was trapped in the vehicle and could not be rescued
given the intensity and extent of the flames by the time her children had
been rescued. 92479-10401
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SEAN PATRICK KALLETTA

Bohemia, New York

Sean Patrick Kalletta rescued Debra M. Baker and Robert J. Baker from
burning, Selden, New York, January 2, 2021. Baker, 51, and Robert, 55, were
in the smoke-filled kitchen of their house after a fire broke out in front of the
garage door and spread to the garage and its roof and a recreational vehicle.
The couple attempted to remove their two dogs through the kitchen door into
the backyard, but the dogs were frightened and resisted. Kalletta, 26, police
officer, responded to the scene and was told that there were people inside the
house. By then, flames extended more than 10 feet above the roof of the
garage. Kalletta ran through the front door and about 30 feet through smoke
to the kitchen, where visibility was about 3 feet and smoke filled nearly the
entire room. Kalletta told Baker and Robert that they needed to leave the house
immediately. Baker took one dog and exited through the kitchen door into the
backyard, which was filled with smoke, but Robert refused to leave without
the other dog. Kalletta reached down to grasp the dog and it bit him on the
hand. Smoke filled the entire kitchen, Kalletta had a hard time breathing, and
flames spread into the house and moved toward the kitchen. Kalletta finally
pushed Robert out through the kitchen door. Kalletta and another officer
assisted Baker, Robert, and one of the dogs over the fence and to safety. The
second dog was removed from the house; it survived. Baker and Robert inhaled
smoke, and they recovered the next day. Kalletta was treated at a hospital for
smoke inhalation and a dog bite; he recovered in a week. 9146010375

CASANDRA JOANN KENDRICK, deceased

Sequin, Texas

Casandra Joann Kendrick died helping to save a boy from drowning,
Seguin, Texas, June 13, 2021. JaeVictor Villanueva, 9, was fishing and wading
with his father, 30, and younger brothers, Elijah, 6, and Jaevyen, 5, in shallow
water surrounding a small island in the Seguin River when JaeVictor, who is
autistic and nonverbal, stepped into water about 15 feet deep near an undertow.
Villanueva’s father entered the water after him as Kendrick, 22, and her cousin
swam toward Elijah and Jaevyen, who had followed him into the water. The
cousin used a floating toy to bring one boy to shallow water while Kendrick
grasped the other boy in deeper water then handed him off to the same
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cousin, before submerging. Meanwhile, JaeVictor’s father had passed him to
Kendrick’s aunt, who brought that boy to safety as the father submerged. It
could not be established which of JaeVictor’s younger brothers was grasped
by Kendrick, whose body was recovered later that evening. She had drowned.
The father’s body was found the next day; he also had drowned. 9176010365

THOMAS KENNING, deceased
St. Petersburg, Florida

Thomas Kenning died attempting to rescue a girl from drowning, Porter, Indiana,
June 27, 2022. The girl, 16, was wading in Lake Michigan when she was pulled
away from shore and shouted for help. There were moderate winds at the beach,
and the 67-degree water had rip currents, 4-foot-high waves, and fluctuating
sandbars created unpredictable water depths. Kenning, 38, teacher, was at the
beach with his family to explore the area and did not intend to go into the water
because of the dangerous conditions. Kenning saw the teenage girl about 60 feet
from shore and waded into the water and then swam toward her. Kenning got
close to the girl and extended his hand to her, but was unable to reach her. The two
were separated before a wave broke over Kenning and submerged him. Lifeguards
arrived at the scene and removed the girl from the water. She swallowed water but
was not injured. Kenning was spotted in the water about 15 minutes after he had
entered, and lifeguards and other rescue personnel removed him . Kenning could
not be revived; he had drowned. 92507-10361

SCOTT KILBURN, deceased

Waverly, Tennessee

Scott Kilburn died attempting to save Regenia L. Brake from drowning,
Waverly, Tennessee, August 21, 2021. Following hours of heavy rain, rapidly
rising floodwater deluged the city, which was in a valley, and swept Brake,
53, about a half-mile from her apartment. Brake was carried onto a highway,
where the water was up to 5 feet deep in some areas. There, Kilburn, 49,
metal fabricator, had retreated onto his truck’s roof with his wife after the truck
became stranded in the submerged grass median. Floodwater forcefully washed
debris against the truck, with the roof about 6.5 feet above the ground. As the
water carried Brake near the truck, Kilburn entered the water and reached
her, but they both were swept away, separated, and Kilburn’s wife soon lost
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sight of them both. Kilburn’s wife held tightly to the truck through a period of
surging water, and she remained on the roof until others responded after the
water had significantly receded. Brake, who had drowned, was recovered near
a creek that afternoon. Kilburn was found on the highway more than a mile
away. He also had drowned. 9214410391

CHRISTINE DAWN KING

Bensalem, Pennsylvania

Christine Dawn King saved a girl from assault, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
July 28, 2022. The girl, 18 months, was held by her birth father, as he
threatened to drop her from a highway overpass about 40 feet above a concrete
parking lot. The girl’s mother made several attempts to remove the girl from
his grasp but was unsuccessful. King, 52, caretaker, was traveling on the
same highway and came upon the scene. She parked, exited her vehicle,
and advanced to the assailant. King grasped the assailant about his torso
and pleaded with him to give the girl to her. After the assailant refused and
threatened to shoot King, she retreated a few steps back, but she continued
to ask him to give the girl to her to no avail. The assailant was armed with a
concealed handgun. The assailant turned so that he held the girl over a ledge,
threatening to drop the girl, and King again grasped him about his torso to
prevent him from dropping her. The mother also held onto the girl and told
the assailant to hand her over. Police soon arrived, and the assailant gave the
girl to an officer, who then handed the girl to King. She then took the girl to
her vehicle to safety. The assailant was taken into custody. King and the girl
were not injured. 92¢07-10373

JORDAN B. KURTZER

Lincoln, Nebraska

Jordan B. Kurtzer helped save a man from drowning, Lincoln, Nebraska,
September 3, 2022. The man, 49, remained in the driver’s seat of his pickup
truck after the vehicle left the road and entered a pond in a residential area,
floating in water at least 7 feet deep about 15 feet from the near bank.
Kurtzer, 35, sheet metal worker, saw the truck sinking. Kurtzer parked his
vehicle, ran down the bank, and entered the water. He reached the partially
submerged vehicle. Figuring the doors were locked, Kurtzer jumped into
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the truck’s bed and searched for a tool to break out the rear windshield.
Another motorist responded and provided a tire iron, which Kurtzer used
to break out the windshield glass. Kurtzer then leaned inside through the
windshield opening, reached the rear, passenger-side door, and unlocked
it. Kurtzer withdrew, climbed down the truck to the water, and though the
sinking vehicle was filling with water, he fully re-entered it through the
rear-door opening. Kurtzer reached forward, unlatched the man’s seat belt,
and reclined the driver’s seat back. Kurtzer then grasped the man’s arm and
pulled him to the rear cab. About then, Kurtzer found two child-sized life
jackets floating in the rear cab. He and the motorist placed the life jackets
around the man’s arms. Kurtzer, with the other motorist, towed the man a
few feet from the vehicle. A police sergeant responded and for a short time
assisted in floating the man closer to the bank. Kurtzer towed the man to the
bank and waited for paramedics to arrive. The man was taken by ambulance
to a hospital to be monitored and then was released. He recovered. Kurtzer
was not injured. 92676-10377

ROBERTO Y. LONGORIA, deceased

Phoenix, Arizona

Roberto Y. Longoria died attempting to save Jose Perez from suffocation,
Avondale, Arizona, August 29, 2021. Inside a truck-wash garage, Perez,
32, entered a chemical tanker trailer that he had been cleaning of its load
of a corrosive solution after determining the residual liquid contents inside
were draining slowly from a vent. Perez became unresponsive, alarming
his co-worker on the ground, Longoria, 42, tanker technician. Longoria
went to the top of the trailer and started to enter through the narrow hatch
but stopped and asked a truck driver if he would help him. Longoria called
911 to report that Perez was passed out and retrieved a respirator mask
from a nearby shelf on the ground as the driver, who took over the 911
call, left the area to find help. Longoria returned to the top of the trailer
and, outside the view of a surveillance camera, entered. Soon, he, too, was
unconscious. Firefighters removed Longoria and Perez later that day. Both
were pronounced dead at the scene from their exposure to toxic hydrogen
sulfide gas, which authorities later determined was present in the trailer
even after the interior had been cleaned. The toxic gas level found in
Longoria’s blood was higher than in Perez’s. s198s-10346
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ALAN H. MACKIE
Grand Valley, Ontario

Alan H. Mackie saved a man from burning, Grand Valley, Ontario, March
2, 2023. The man, 69, who had limited mobility, was in his bedroom in his
one-story house when flames broke out in the nearby kitchen. Mackie, 63,
mechanic, lived next-door and saw flames issuing from the roof of the man’s
house. Mackie called 911, and dispatchers told him not to enter but to make
noise to alert the man. Mackie first went to his driveway and sounded his
vehicle’s horn then banged on a side of the house, but received no response.
Worried the man needed help, Mackie approached the front door and kicked
it open. There, he found dense smoke inside that limited visibility, as well as
floor-to-ceiling flames in the kitchen. Despite the conditions, Mackie entered
the house, walking crouched over, and called out for the man. Mackie heard
a faint response and continued walking toward the sound. He reached the
man’s room at a point about 25 feet inside and saw him standing at the foot
of his bed near his bedroom door. Mackie retrieved a walker from the living
room and returned to the bedroom, turned the man to face away from the
walker and positioned him so that he was seated. Mackie then grasped the
metal bars of the walker, and walked backward as he dragged the walker
to the front door, coming within a couple feet of flames. Mackie exited,
dragging the walker with the man outside to safety. A paramedic responded
and placed the man on a stretcher, then inside an ambulance. The man was
taken to the hospital for treatment of smoke inhalation. Mackie was not
injured. 9291610393

HEATH MARTIN
Springboro, Ohio

Heath Martin rescued Joshua Unglesby from burning, Springboro, Ohio,
June 23, 2023. Unglesby, 36, who uses a wheelchair, was asleep alone
in a rear bedroom of his one-story house when the lithium battery in the
pressure cushion of his wheelchair seat exploded next to his bed and set
the bedroom on fire. He called 911 and scrambled onto the floor at the
back of the room as flames engulfed it. Martin, 47, a police officer, was
on duty nearby and responded to the 911 call, and a dispatcher gave him
the home’s garage door code because the front door was locked. He wrote
the code on his hand, entered the smoke-filled house through the garage,
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and called out for the homeowner. Realizing Unglesby was in the back,
master bedroom, Martin ran down a 25-foot-long hallway to the bedroom
door and threw it open. Thick black smoke hit him in the face, forcing
him back. He heard Unglesby calling for help and told him he could not
reach him because of the smoke. Martin then ran down another hallway
to the front door of the house and opened it for responding firefighters
and to get air. He then ran back to the burning bedroom and, this time, got
down on his knees and crawled inside to find Unglesby. Crawling through
thick smoke and flames and past the wheelchair, he found Unglesby in the
back corner and picked him up. He tripped and the two fell. Martin then
grabbed Unglesby under his arms and, facing backward, dragged him out
of the room and down the hallway to the front door and to safety. Tired
and coughing from smoke inhalation, he let the homeowner rest against
his legs on the front porch as firefighters arrived. Unglesby suffered
burns and continued to recover. Martin suffered minor burns and smoke
inhalation but recovered. 23-33-10404

RAYNA MICHELE MONTGOMERY
Stuart, Virginia

Rayna Michele Montgomery helped rescue a girl from drowning, Kure
Beach, North Carolina, April 18, 2021. The girl, 11, was struggling to stay
afloat in rough waters of the Atlantic Ocean more than 100 feet from shore.
A woman had responded and reached the girl and her older sister, but they
submerged several times and the woman became unresponsive in the water.
A man also entered, but the current took him farther from shore. On the
beach, Rayna, 17, high school student, was alerted and she swam to the
girl, grasping her by an arm. The girl, panicky, submerged Rayna multiple
times as Rayna towed her toward shore. Rayna, with the girl, reached a point
about 15 feet from shore, where a man took the girl from Rayna, and brought
the girl to the beach. Rayna, too, exited the ocean to the beach, where she
vomited water she had swallowed. The girl was checked by firefighters at
the scene and did not require further treatment. The girl’s sister also reached
shore, while firefighters rescued the woman and man who swam out. Rayna
went to the hospital the following day and used an inhaler for three days.
She recovered. 92615-10369
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ROBERT CODY MOORE

Bellaire, Texas

Robert Cody Moore rescued a man from drowning, La Porte, Texas,
December 31, 2021. The man, 63, remained inside his vehicle after
it drove off a ferry landing into the Houston Ship Channel. Moore, 54,
energy trader, was nearby at a restaurant when he was notified of the car
in the water. He immediately ran to the edge of the landing. After quickly
assessing the situation, Moore jumped into the channel 8 feet below and
swam about 20 feet to the vehicle. After finding all doors locked, Moore
called out instructions to the man as the vehicle rapidly sank. A current
was also pulling the car toward a buoy on the side of the landing. As Moore
watched the water rise to cover the man’s head, the driver’s window opened
halfway and the man exited on his own in front of him. Moore immediately
grasped the man by his collar and instructed him to float on his back as
Moore held him to his chest. After swimming back to the landing and
finding no egress point, Moore swam with the man around 30 feet back to
the buoy, where they held onto it by its chains and waited for assistance.
Moore’s neighbor and the neighbor’s son arrived at the landing and tied
shirts together to extend down to the water. Moore then swam the 30 feet
back to the landing, grasped the shirt rope with his left hand while still
supporting the man with his right arm, and was dragged to the opposite
side of the landing, where the man was pulled up by the neighbors and
eventually rescue crews. The man was transported from the scene in an
ambulance. Moore, who climbed out of the water on his own, recovered
from fatigue and several minor cuts. 92133-10360

JACORA LASHALE MORRIS

West Des Moines, lowa

JaCora Lashale Morris rescued a boy from drowning, West Des
Moines, Iowa, February 25, 2023. Two young boys, both about 9 years
old, broke through the ice on a retention pond at an apartment complex
and fell into water about 6 feet deep about 10 feet from the near bank.
JaCora’s 15-year-old sister witnessed the incident from a window in their
apartment, called out to JaCora, 17, high school student, and the two ran
outside to the backyard of the complex. The sister jumped into the frigid
pond first, shortly followed by JaCora. Neither JaCora nor her sister could
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touch the bottom of the pond and had to tread water to stay afloat. The
sister got to the boys first, grabbed one by the arm, and attempted to create
a path to the grass by breaking the ice with her left elbow before pushing
the boy up onto the ice so that he could crawl across to the grassy bank.
JaCora approached the second boy who had sunk below the surface, pulled
him up by his finger, and attempted to push him up onto the ice just as the
sister had done. JaCora could not lift the boy due to his backpack, so she
removed it from him and was able to get him onto the ice. JaCora was
helped from the water by a bystander, while the sister exited by herself.
One boy was taken to the hospital for treatment. JaCora was fatigued, cold,
and suffered minor cuts on her hands and legs, but she did not seek medical
treatment. She recovered. 9287s-10387

JASMINE MORRIS

West Des Moines, lowa

Jasmine Morris rescued a boy from drowning, West Des Moines, lowa,
February 25, 2023. Two young boys, each about 9 years old, broke through
the ice on a retention pond at an apartment complex and fell into water about
6 feet deep 10 feet from the near bank. Jasmine, 15, high school student,
witnessed the incident from a window in her family’s apartment, called out to
her 17-year-old sister, and the two ran outside to the backyard of the complex.
Jasmine jumped into the frigid pond first, shortly followed by her sister.
Neither Jasmine nor her sister could touch the bottom of the pond and had
to tread water to stay afloat. Jasmine got to the boys first, grabbed one by the
arm, and attempted to create a path to the grass by breaking the ice with her
left elbow before pushing the boy up onto the ice so that he could crawl across
to the grassy bank. Her sister approached the second boy who had sunk below
the surface, pulled him up by his finger, and attempted to push him up onto
the ice just as Jasmine had done. The sister could not lift the boy due to his
backpack, so she removed it from him and was able to get him onto the ice.
The sister was helped from the water by a bystander, while Jasmine exited by
herself. One boy was taken to the hospital for treatment. Jasmine was fatigued,
cold, and suffered minor cuts on her hands and legs, but did not seek medical
treatment. She recovered. 92879-10386
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LLOYD MULDROW

Jacksonville, North Carolina

Lloyd Muldrow rescued Marshall Cullens from assault, Baltimore, Maryland,
July 4, 2022. Inside a dimly lit club after midnight, Cullens, 71, had finished
a dance with a woman when a 65-year-old man, the woman’s former partner,
approached and struck Cullens in the face with a handgun, causing a gash.
As Cullens, bloodied, attempted to hold onto the assailant’s arm, other club
patrons shouted that somebody had a gun, alarming Muldrow, 57, retired safety
and training manager, who was outside near the club’s entrance. Muldrow
entered and saw a wounded Cullens, his friend, whom he concluded had been
shot in a scuffle with the assailant who was still holding the gun. Without
withdrawing his own concealed and loaded handgun, Muldrow approached,
struck the assailant in the face, and forced the assailant to the floor along with
Cullens. As police shortly responded and witnesses informed them that the
assailant was armed, officers found Muldrow and Cullens tangled with the
assailant, restraining him on the ground. At the time of his arrest, the assailant
no longer possessed the gun, which police were unable to find at the scene. The
assailant later pleaded guilty to assault. Medics at the scene treated Cullens,
who recovered without hospitalization. Muldrow was not injured. 9279210376

JOHN M. MURPHY

Antioch, California

John M. Murphy helped rescue Mark E. Likos from drowning, Castella,
California, December 18, 2021. Likos, 71, was fishing in the 44-degree upper
Sacramento River when he lost his footing and was carried downstream, where
he was able to reach and brace himself against an underwater boulder between
two swift currents. Likos was only able to hold his head above the surface of
the water against the downstream current washing against him. He shouted for
help. Murphy, 39, stay-at-home parent, who had gone to the river with Likos,
was fishing upstream and heard shouts. Murphy moved downstream along the
bank and entered the water. He swam downstream in a current about 30 feet
to reach Likos. Murphy positioned himself on the boulder and straddled Likos
from behind. He braced his feet on rocks in front of him and pulled Likos’s
upper body out of the water and against his chest. Likos fell in and out of
consciousness and Murphy had to wake him repeatedly. The current threatened
to pull the men into deeper currents on either side of them and Murphy had
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to adjust their position several times. Rescue personnel arrived after Likos had
been in the water for 90 minutes and Murphy for an hour. Murphy then helped
two rescue swimmers move Likos to an expose boulder upstream, from which
Likos was removed from the river via helicopter. He suffered hypothermia and
nerve damage to his hands and arms. Murphy, who was nearly exhausted, was
assisted from the water by rescue personnel. He suffered mild hypothermia; he
recovered. 92484-10363

JAMES W. MUSGROVE, JR.

Birmingham, Alabama

James W. Musgrove, Jr., saved an indeterminate number of church members
from assault, Vestavia Hills, Alabama, June 16, 2022. At an evening potluck
dinner attended by more than 20 senior citizens in a church parish hall, a 70-year-
old man, seated alone at his table, drew a semi-automatic handgun and fired three
shots, wounding an 84-year-old man and two women, 84 and 75, at a neighboring
table. Some of the seniors sought cover beneath tables or fled the immediate area
into the nearby kitchen. Seated at a table closer to multiple doors exiting to a patio,
Musgrove, 79, retired manager and investigator, stood and lifted a banquet chair,
which he used as a shield as he ran toward the assailant, who remained seated.
Musgrove released the chair and grasped the assailant’s gun hand, forcing the
assailant, who was much larger than him, to drop the weapon to the floor. Holding
the back of the assailant’s neck as he remained in his chair, Musgrove picked up
the gun and struck the assailant’s head with it until he subdued him. Musgrove,
who put the gun in his back pants pocket, continued to restrain the assailant in a
seated position until police arrived and arrested him. The man and the two women
died from their wounds. Musgrove was not injured. s2576-10347

RYAN PASBORG
Rock Springs, Wyoming

Ryan Pasborg rescued a boy and his mother from burning, Green River,
Wyoming, February 2, 2022. The boy, 4, and his mother, 34, were prone on
the kitchen floor of their split-level home after a fire broke out in an adjoining
bedroom at night. Pasborg, 33, a derrickhand at an oil field, was driving to work
when he smelled smoke and noticed flames coming from a front window of the
home. After being alerted by three other siblings that had already escaped that
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their brother and mother remained inside, Pasborg entered the house through
an exterior garage door and ascended some steps to the kitchen. Intense smoke
prompted Pasborg to go to his hands and knees, at which point he crawled
through the kitchen about 3 feet amid the sound of smoke detectors before
locating the boy. Pasborg wrapped his right arm around the boy, crawled
backward until he could stand, and then carried the boy through the garage
to safety. Pasborg instructed the children to seek refuge inside his work truck
before he reentered the home through the garage to search for their mother.
He returned to his hands and knees and crawled amid intense heat and smoke
until he also found the mother. He grasped her under the arms and dragged her
through the kitchen, down the steps, and through the garage door to safety.
Pasborg performed CPR on the woman, then drove her and the children to first
responders at the end of their long driveway. The boy suffered burns to his
arms and legs; he recovered. The mother suffered burns to over 60 percent of
her body; she recovered. Pasborg inhaled smoke but did not require medical
treatment. 9222810399

PEDRO PEREZ
Springfield, Massachusetts

Pedro Perez helped rescue Gail Gethins from assault, Springfield, Massachusetts,
December 27, 2022. Gethins, 39, a police officer, attempted to apprehend an
assailant who had just robbed a store with a large kitchen knife. Gethins chased
the assailant, who was still in possession of the knife. The two began to struggle
and Gethins shouted at the assailant to get down on the ground, but he resisted.
Perez, 31, real estate entrepreneur, was driving nearby and stopped at the scene
when he saw Gethins and assailant struggling. Perez went to Gethins and the
assailant and pushed them forward and the assailant dropped the knife. All
three fell to the ground, the assailant grabbing the Gethins’s pistol as they fell.
The knife was on the ground and close enough for the assailant to also reach it.
Perez and Gethins attempted to get the pistol from him. The assailant pulled the
trigger and fired two shots, one of which struck his hand and caused a serious
injury before it went through the hood of Perez’s sweatshirt. The other shot
struck Perez’s nearby truck. With the assistance of an arriving police lieutenant,
the pistol was taken from the assailant and he was handcuffed. Gethins sustained
a back injury. Perez sustained bruised ribs; he recovered. ono7-1301

CARNEGIE HERO FUND COMMISSION
43



JOSE M. PICHARDO
Nashua, New Hampshire

Jose M. Pichardo rescued Shirley M. Buder from burning, Nashua, New
Hampshire, October 1, 2021. Buder, 97, was in her one-story house when
fire broke out on the kitchen stove and filled the house with black smoke.
Flames and smoke issued through a kitchen window. Buder went into the
living room, and unable to unlock the front door, she tried unsuccessfully
to call for help on her cell phone and sat in a chair. Pichardo, 41, car
salesman, was driving down the street and stopped at the scene, where he
was told Buder was still inside. Pichardo kicked in the locked, front door
and black smoke issued through the doorway. He got onto his hands and
knees and crawled into the living room, where the heat was intense and
visibility was limited. Pichardo crawled toward the sound of Buder’s voice
and found her still seated in the chair. He told her to remain seated and
then stood and held onto the back of the chair. Pichardo dragged the chair
to the front door and outside onto the porch, where another man stood on
the steps and grabbed the chair. Pichardo and the man carried the chair
across the street and away from the house, the kitchen of which was shortly
engulfed by flames. Buder inhaled smoke and was hospitalized overnight.
She recovered in two days. Pichardo inhaled smoke; he recovered the next
day. 92177-10354

GEROLD PRATHER

Kalamazoo, Michigan

Gerold Prather rescued a boy from drowning, Sawyer, Michigan, May
15, 2022. The boy, 16, was struggling to remain above the surface of Lake
Michigan in a state park as beachgoers heard his 15-year-old cousin, also
in the water, call for help at a point closer to shore. Two others with them,
the boy’s teenage friends, submerged. The water was dangerously cold and
no lifeguards were stationed in the park. Alarmed on the beach, Prather,
22, robotic welder, ran into the lake and swam to the boy in deep water as
others helped the cousin to safety at the beach. Prather reached the boy and
they submerged and resurfaced. Ultimately, Prather, with difficulty, pushed
the boy back toward the beach as he swam, then positioned the boy onto
his back and towed him. As he tired and reached wadable some distance
out, Prather shouted for help. A man reached them and helped Prather,
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carrying the boy on his back, wade to the beach. First-responders took
the boy, who was noticeably affected by his lengthy exposure to the cold
water, to the hospital, along with the cousin. Firefighters on rescue boats
later located the boy’s friends, both of whom had drowned. 92425-10371

BRADY M. PRATT
McAllen, Texas

Brady M. Pratt saved two girls from burning, Petronila, Texas, December 20,
2020. The girls, ages 1 and 8, were rear passengers in a sport utility vehicle
that was involved in a highway accident in which a sedan struck the SUV
head-on. Both vehicles left the highway and came to rest in a field. The sedan
caught fire, which spread to the SUV’s adjacent front end. Pratt, 35, border
patrol agent, was driving nearby and came upon the wreckage. Pratt parked
his vehicle and ran across the highway to the field and approached the SUV.
Alerted there were children inside, Pratt approached the rear of the vehicle to
the broken-out rear windshield, then saw the two girls inside. Despite front-
end flames and heavy smoke inside the vehicle, Pratt fully entered through the
rear windshield opening and first approached the 8-year-old girl and unlatched
her belt, but she alerted Pratt that she was injured and told him to first remove
the 1-year-old girl. Pratt moved to the driver’s side and reached over the rear
seat to access the 1-year-old girl’s car seat, while struggling to breathe due
to the smoke. Pratt unbuckled the car seat safety harness and lifted the girl
out of the seat. With the girl in tow, he backed toward the SUV’s rear, where
he handed her to a woman outside. Pratt approached the 8-year-old girl, but
realizing her leg injury would make it difficult to remove her over the back
seat and out through the rear window, Pratt backed out of the vehicle. Exiting
through the rear windshield, Pratt approached the rear, passenger-side window.
A man there broke out the window glass with a golf club, after which Pratt
pulled the remaining glass from the door frame before extending his upper
body inside. Grasping the girl under her arms, Pratt pulled her toward his body
as he backed through the window opening. He then carried her about 30 feet
from the vehicle, where others tended to her. Pratt returned to the vehicle,
climbed onto the roof, and extended his arm inside through the broken-out
sunroof and checked the pulses of the driver and front passenger, but he found
they had both died. Pratt retreated to safety. The 8-year-old suffered a broken
leg. Pratt was not injured. 91449-10356
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ADEM QORRI, deceased
North Port Richey, Florida

Adem Qorri died helping to rescue Carson Furness from drowning, Tarpon
Springs, Florida, March 26, 2023. Carson, 6, and his 10-year-old brother
were caught in a fast-moving, eastward current in the Gulf of Mexico near the
southern tip of Anclote Island. Qorri, 39, auto mechanic, was nearby on an
anchored boat with the boys’ father. After witnessing the boys drift quickly into
water about 10 feet deep, Qorri jumped off the boat, ran approximately 90 feet
across shallow water and sand created by low tide, and then swam about 225
feet to Carson. The boys’ father followed Qorri, but swimming about 150 feet to
Carson’s brother. After reaching the brother and swimming him to calmer water
near the shore, the father witnessed Qorri face down in the water with Carson
hanging onto his back. A tour boat pulled up next to Carson and Qorri, and the
captain lifted Carson onto the boat. Unable to then pull Qorri aboard, the tour
boat captain jumped into the water to support him and keep his head above the
surface. A private speed boat arrived, and the tour boat captain and the private
boat captain pulled Qorri aboard the private boat and started chest compressions
as they began the 3-mile journey to the closest boat ramp. Carson and his brother
were not injured. Qorri was immediately put into an ambulance and taken to a
hospital, where he was pronounced dead. He had drowned. 92897-10402

ALEEM RAMJI, deceased

Toronto, Ontario

Aleem Ramji died attempting to rescue Raabia K. Basaria and Zeanna K. Basaria
from drowning, Kincardine, Ontario, September 3, 2020. Sisters Raabia, 22, and
Zeanna, 16, were walking on a concrete pier that extended into Lake Huron
when a 10-foot-wave from a sudden storm knocked them to the pier’s surface. A
second wave swept them into the water, where treacherous conditions, including
the large waves and strong rip currents, prevented them from moving to safety.
Ramyji, 38, a teacher and also the sisters’ cousin, jumped in from the pier and
swam to them. Ramji was seen holding onto Raabia and Zeanna until the waves
forced the three of them apart. Ramji lost consciousness. Raabia and Zeanna
struggled in the waves and rip currents until others, including a police officer,
assisted them from the water using a life ring tied to a rope. Currents carried
Ramji toward a beach adjacent to the pier where he was removed, unresponsive,
from the water by others. Ramji could not be revived; he had drowned. s1317-10362
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BENJAMIN RAMSAY

Seattle, Washington

Benjamin Ramsay helped rescue a boy from drowning, Seattle, Washington,
April 21, 2021. While swimming near a floating diving platform in Green
Lake, the teenage boy submerged and sank to the bottom about 80 feet
from shore. Alerted by shouts for help, Ramsay, 24, a paddleboarder seated
nearby on the platform, paddled toward the commotion. Although the murky,
65-degree water obscured Ramsay’s ability to see beneath the water’s surface,
bubbles rising to the surface near his paddleboard led him to conclude that the
boy submerged at that spot. Ramsay jumped off his paddleboard and dived
about 15 feet to the bottom, where he located the boy, grasped his arm, and
dragged him to the surface, where his paddleboard no longer was within reach.
Ramsay took a deep breath and repositioned the unresponsive boy, wrapping
an arm around his chest. He then slowly backstroked toward shore but soon
was expending more energy keeping the boy, nearly his size, afloat as their
heads bobbed at the waterline. A female paddleboarder in another party then
responded to them at a point halfway to shore, and Ramsay grasped onto the
board with one arm while continuing to hold onto the boy. The woman, who by
then was leaning across the sideways paddleboard while holding onto Ramsay
and the boy, then kicked, helping them into shallow water. The boy was moved
onto shore, where he expelled water during efforts to revive him. He recovered
after treatment at a hospital. Ramsay was cold and fatigued, but did not require
medical treatment. 92128-10394

ANDREW REISCHL
Glendale, Wisconsin

Andrew Reischl helped rescue a man from drowning, Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
April 10, 2022. After an accident, a 46-year-old man remained in the driver’s
seat of a sport utility vehicle that was submerged in the Milwaukee River, which
had a temperature in the low 40s, about 100 feet from the near bank and 2 feet
below the surface. Among those responding to the scene in a county park was
Reischl, 34, a police officer with water-rescue training who arrived after two
other officers had swum out to the SUV then returned to the bank. Although
a dive team was en route, Reischl removed his ballistic vest and duty belt,
collected a seat belt cutting tool, and entered the dangerously cold water in his
uniform at the near bank. Reischl swam to the driver’s door and held onto the
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roof’s cargo bar, while one of the previous officers followed him and swam to
the hood. After determining that the driver’s window was slightly down, Reischl
kicked at it until it lowered completely. Reischl then reached inside, felt that
the man was motionless, and cut his seat belt. Reischl then briefly submerged
and pulled on the man, who exited through the window opening as the other
officer also grasped him. Reischl and the officer then swam the man toward the
near bank with the current pulling them downriver. Near wadable water, other
officers met them and helped to drag the man onto the bank, where officers tried
to revive him. The man, who was taken to a hospital, survived. Reischl, who
was shivering after being mostly immersed in the water for 2 minutes, went to a
hospital as a precaution but was not injured. 92572-10382

KENDALL REYES
Palm Beach, Florida

Kendall Reyes saved a woman from falling, Palm Beach, Florida, June 18,
2023. In the morning, a 67-year-old woman, who was distraught, went to
the flat, gravel-lined roof of a six-story condominium building. Alarmed, a
coworker, who feared for the woman'’s safety as she was about 50 feet above a
parking lot, went to the roof to encourage her to come down. After police were
contacted to check on the woman’s wellbeing, the responding officers ascended
to the roof-access hatch but kept their distance as the woman moved toward the
2-foot-high wall enclosing the roof. Arriving next, Reyes, 38, was an on-duty
police officer who had completed crisis-intervention training. Reyes learned
that the woman made statements suggesting she was considering suicide and
had left a note to that effect. Reyes ascended to the roof, where she, with help
from the coworker, attempted to create a rapport with the woman as she paced
close to the wall. Surreptitiously, other officers followed Reyes onto the roof
and hid out of the woman’s view. After several minutes of Reyes trying to lure
her away from the wall, the woman sat on the roof ledge, with both of her legs
over the wall and her hands on the ledge. Concluding that the woman was
about to jump or fall, Reyes sprinted about 15 feet to the woman, who was
about Reyes’s weight, grasped the woman’s shoulders with both hands, and
pulled her backward from the ledge onto the rooftop. Seeing Reyes holding the
struggling woman down, the officers ran to help Reyes detain her. Police then
escorted the woman outside to an ambulance, which took her to a hospital.
Reyes had minor scrapes to her hands and knees. 23-18-10378
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STEPHEN D. RHODES

Houma, Louisiana

Stephen D. Rhodes rescued Jaqueline Toledo from drowning, Grand Isle,
Louisiana, May 7, 2022. Jacqueline, 7, was unconscious beneath a fishing vessel
that had capsized while carrying nine passengers, including Jaqueline, off the
coast of Grand Isle Beach. Rhodes, 51, fish and wildlife enforcement agent,
was on duty at the beach when he was informed of the overturned boat. Rhodes
piloted his patrol boat to the scene. Arriving, he found 8 of the passengers atop
the hull, telling him the girl was missing. Having positioned the boat within a
foot of the overturned vessel, he requested that a nearby boater maintain the
patrol boat’s position so that he could safely enter the water. Rhodes removed
his ballistic vest, duty belt, and firearm before entering the water feet first.
Rhodes swam about 7 feet to the stern of the overturned boat. He submerged
once and searched for Jacqueline by sweeping his right arm out in front of
himself. He submerged again, hoping that he could brace himself against the
boat while walking beneath it, but the water was too deep. Unable to locate her,
he resurfaced. Rhodes grasped the gunwale of the boat, pulled his knees toward
the interior hull of the boat, and began extending his legs in an attempt to locate
the girl. He moved horizontally along the side of the boat for about 14 feet
before he felt something brush his boot. Surmising that it might be Jacqueline,
Rhodes prepared himself to submerge by taking several breaths. He dived and
swam about 4 feet to Jacqueline, grasped her, and towed her to the surface. The
boater crossed the hull of the overturned vessel and grasped Jacqueline from
Rhodes before carrying her onto Rhodes’s patrol boat. Rhodes swam about 20
feet back to his patrol boat, exited the water, and performed CPR on Jacqueline.
She was resuscitated, and Rhodes drove the boat to a nearby marina, where first
responders transported her to the hospital. Jacqueline inhaled salt water; she
recovered. Rhodes was unharmed. 92494-10335

MAURICIO RODAS-GARCIA, deceased

Norwalk, Connecticut

Mauricio Rodas-Garcia died attempting to rescue Martha Gonzalez from
drowning, Norwalk, Connecticut, July 31, 2022. Gonzalez, 58, struggled to
swim in Long Island Sound after she lost her footing while wading atop a
submerged sandbar amid a strong 4 m.p.h. outgoing tidal current. Her husband,
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Rodas-Garcia, 60, jeweler, was watching her from the shore when he saw her
signal for help. Despite not being able to swim, Rodas-Garcia waded about 15
feet toward Gonzalez with an outstretched arm before he, too, lost his footing
and attempted to swim away from land toward Gonzalez but ultimately
submerged. A nearby sailing school employee entered the water and swam
to Gonzalez while another bystander atop a paddleboard moved to Gonzalez.
A third bystander helped them to the shore, where responding emergency
personnel received Gonzalez, who was unharmed. Bystanders located Rodas-
Garcia, who was unresponsive, on the surface moments later and removed him
from the water. He was transported to the hospital, where he was pronounced
dead. He had drowned. 925¢9-10405

RYAN ROSS
Port Angeles, Washington

Ryan Ross helped rescue Daniel Martinez from assault, Sequim, Washington,
May 19, 2022. In the early morning, Martinez, 31, a police officer who had
stopped a 34-year-old driver on a city street, was walking back toward his
patrol car when the man exited his truck, ran to Martinez, and tackled him. In
the course of a violent struggle spanning two-and-a-half minutes, the assailant,
who was larger than Martinez, punched and kicked the officer, who called for
help. The assailant grasped Martinez’s handgun, and Martinez pushed him
away and discharged a round that missed the assailant’s shoulder. As the attack
continued, a second round discharged from the gun. Ultimately, Martinez and
the assailant were tangled on the ground, with Martinez’s right hand, holding
the gun, beneath the assailant’s body, along with the assailant’s hands. Driving
toward the scene, Ross, 45, city facilities maintenance technician, heard calls
for help from another man, who had arrived first to help Martinez, and Ross
exited his city vehicle to assist. Responding to the dark scene, an hour before
sunrise, Ross restrained the assailant’s legs as the other man held the assailant’s
hands, and they shortly received additional help from a nearby resident and a
sheriff’s deputy. The assailant, who was taken into custody, subsequently was
charged with the murder of his mother shortly before the traffic stop. Martinez
was hospitalized for treatment of injuries that included a torn labrum in his
shoulder. A prosecutor deemed his use of his gun was justified. Ross was not
injured. 9265110359
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FAIRUZ JANE SCHLECHT

Newport Beach, California

Fairuz Jane Schlecht rescued a 9-year-old girl, 6-year-old girl and a 5-year-
old boy from burning, Newport Beach, California, December 20, 2022. The
three children were in a second-floor bedroom of a two-floor apartment in
a multi-family building when flames broke out in the apartment’s first-floor
living room. The flames spread to the apartment’s second-floor master bedroom
at the opposite end from the children’s room. Schlecht, 51, car designer, lived
in a second-floor apartment adjacent to the burning apartment. She was exiting
the building when she was told that the children were on the second floor
shouting for help. Schlecht ran up a stairway and into her apartment, then to
a service door there. She opened her service door and then a second one that
opened into the burning apartment. She ran down a smoke-filled hallway in
the intense heat to the children’s bedroom. The apartment was filled with high-
pitched and loud noises, along with swirling smoke and heat. She kicked in
the bedroom door and gathered the children. She ran back down the hallway
with them and pushed the older girl through the apartment’s service door. The
younger girl ran into the flame-filled master bedroom and Schlecht, who was
holding the boy, entered the bedroom and the girl ran back to her. Schlecht
exited the building with the children. The 6-year-old girl and 5-year-old boy
inhaled smoke; they recovered. They were not burned. The 9-year-old girl had
reduced oxygen levels and minor burns to her feet; she recovered. Schlecht
inhaled smoke and suffered a loss of hearing in her right ear. She was not
burned. 92810-10395

MANJIT SINGH, deceased

Fresno, California

Manjit Singh died attempting to rescue Samantha Cruz Pedro from drowning,
Reedley, California, August 5, 2020. In the Kings River off a city beach,
Samantha, 8, struggled to swim as she separated from a group of children
in her party and the swift current carried her downstream. There were no
lifeguards on duty. Among those on the beach who were alerted by calls to
help multiple children, Singh, 31, farmer, a non-swimmer, entered the river
and removed and unwrapped his turban to extend as a lifeline as he advanced
into water up to his neck. Shortly, he submerged and onlookers lost sight
of him. Others safely removed another girl, who was not seriously injured,
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from the river downstream, while a man on a one-person watercraft located
Samantha facedown and helped to pass her to first-responders on the bank.
Samantha was taken to a hospital, where she died six days later. After about 50
minutes, Singh was recovered, unresponsive, downstream. Attempts to revive
Singh were unsuccessful; he had drowned. 91258-10357

ZACHARY SJOSWARD
Clifton, New Jersey

Zachary Sjosward rescued two men from drowning, Seaside Park, New Jersey,
September 13, 2022. In the afternoon at low tide, two adult male friends were
fishing in the Atlantic Ocean off Island Beach State Park when a strong current
pulled them away from the nearby beach, which was in a designated fishing
area and not overseen by lifeguards. The men drifted apart and struggled to
remain afloat. Their friend, Sjosward, 25, off-duty police officer, saw the men
in distress, collected a bodyboard from a truck, and entered the water with the
board’s strap secured to his wrist. As he swam toward the first friend, who was
closer to shore, a wave broke the bodyboard cord, and Sjosward continued to
the man without it. Sjosward grasped the man and guided him into wadable
water, and the man continued under his own power to shore. Sjosward then
swam to the second friend, who by then was motionless. Sjosward grasped him
and brought him into wadable water, then dragged him to the beach. Arriving
first-responders took both men, whose breathing was labored, to a hospital.
Both ultimately recovered. Sjosward was not injured. 92710-10352

TU ANH TRAN

Lincoln, Nebraska

Tu Anh Tran rescued a woman from drowning, Lincoln, Nebraska, February
22,2023. The woman, 27, remained in her sedan after it left the roadway and
entered a frigid pond on a golf course. The air temperature was in the low
20s, with a single-digit wind chill. Tran, 36, police sergeant, was in his cruiser
when he was alerted to the incident and responded. Tran parked, ran down the
bank, removed his exterior ballistic vest and duty belt, and entered the water in
his uniform and boots. He reached the vehicle, which by then was submerged
except for its trunk. Tran pulled on the handle of the rear, driver’s-side door,
opening it. Items from the vehicle came out, making it hard for Tran to see
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inside. He submerged his face in the water, but due to murky water, visibility
was limited beneath the pond’s surface. Tran reached inside the sedan and
felt the woman’s legs. The woman submerged, resurfaced, and grasped Tran
by his arms. He then grasped her arm and shoulder and pulled her free of
the vehicle, which fully submerged seconds later. Holding onto the woman
by her shirt, Tran towed her as he swam toward the closer bank. When they
reached wadable water, others assisted the woman out of the pond to safety.
Tran, too was aided out of the water. The woman was cold and was taken by
ambulance to a hospital to be monitored. She was later released and recovered
the following day. Tran was cold and nearly exhausted, but he did not seek
treatment. He recovered. 9286¢-10396

VICTOR VILLANUEVA, deceased

New Braunfels, Texas

Victor Villanueva died helping to save JaeVictor Villanueva from drowning,
Seguin, Texas, June 13, 2021. Villanueva, 30, lumberyard worker, had
taken JaeVictor, 9, and two younger sons, Elijah, 6, and Jaevyen, 5, to fish
and wade in shallow water surrounding a small island in the Seguin River
when JaeVictor, who is autistic and nonverbal, stepped into water about 15
feet deep near an undertow. JaeVictor’s brothers followed trying to help him,
followed by Villanueva, who reached JaeVictor about 25 feet from the island.
Villanueva passed JaeVictor to a woman who swam to them before Villanueva
submerged. As the woman brought JaeVictor to wadable water, the woman’s
nieces approached the other two boys and grasped them. Both boys were
passed off to another woman who kept them in wadable water, but one of the
women submerged after passing off the boy she had rescued to her cousin.
The Villanueva boys were unharmed. The body of the woman who submerged
rescuing one of the boys was found that evening; Villanueva’s body was found
the next day; they had both drowned. 91759-10364

MICKEY WILSON
Golden, Colorado

Mickey Wilson rescued Richard Rattenbury from suffocation, Dillon,
Colorado, January 4, 2017. On a snowy morning at a ski area in the White
River National Forest, Rattenbury, 33, had difficulty unloading from his seat
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on a chairlift to a mountain summit because a waist strap on the backpack
he wore was entangled in the seat. As the lift continued and carried his seat
downhill, Rattenbury ultimately hung from the seat by the tangled strap while
his buckled chest strap tugged up to his neck, causing him to choke and lose
consciousness. When the lift came to a stop, the cable was about 20 feet above
the ground and Rattenbury’s feet about 10 feet off the snow-covered slope.
Alarmed by screams after unloading from the lift, Wilson, 28, a part-time
ski instructor who had met Rattenbury that morning through mutual friends,
removed his skis and went below the seat, where he saw Rattenbury wasn’t
moving. Wilson went to a nearby tower and removed his gloves and a hand
brace from a recent injury that prevented his dominant right hand from closing
fully. Wearing his ski helmet and ski boots, Wilson climbed the tower ladder,
and without a harness, straddled the 2-inch steel cable, placing his weight
upon it. Wilson pulled himself, hand over hand, and slid about 30 feet along
the cold cable to a point over the seat, where he was about 30 feet above the
ground. He dropped himself into the seat, a distance exceeding his height, and
kicked at the tangled strap but could not force it to break off. A responding
ski patroller threw a pocketknife up to Wilson, who caught it, unfolded it, and
sliced the strap. Rattenbury fell to the ground, where first-responders tended
to him before he was moved downhill by toboggan to an ambulance, which
took him to a hospital. Rattenbury, who suffered a broken rib, was sedated for
about six hours, then released the following day, and recovered without any
long-term injury. Once the operator restarted the lift, Wilson rode to the base.
He was uninjured. sss2s-10367

ROBERT M. WILSON, JR.
Glendale, Wisconsin

Robert M. Wilson, Jr., helped rescue a man from drowning, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, April 10, 2022. A 46-year-old man remained in the driver’s seat
of a sport utility vehicle that was submerged in the Milwaukee River, which
had a water temperature in the low 40s, about 100 feet from the near bank
and 2 feet below the surface. Among those responding first to the scene
in a county park was Wilson, 32, a police officer. Although a dive team
was en route, Wilson removed his ballistic vest and duty belt, entered the
dangerously cold water in his uniform from the near bank, and swam to the
sunroof, but he could not see the man inside. Wilson swam back to wadable
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water, where he remained when another officer arrived and entered the river
with a window-breaking tool. Wilson and the officer swam to the SUV, with
the officer ultimately reaching the man, who was unresponsive, through the
driver’s window and cutting his seat belt as Wilson was positioned at the
hood. As the man was pulled out through the window opening, Wilson also
grasped him, and he and the officer swam the man toward the near bank with
the current pulling them downriver. Near wadable water, other officers met
them and helped drag the man onto the bank, where officers tried to revive
him. The man, who was taken to a hospital, survived. Wilson was treated at a
hospital that afternoon for his exposure to the cold water and recovered after
having a cough for about a week. 92573-10381

DEREK WINEMILLER

Kansas City, Missouri

Derek Winemiller saved a man from assault, Kansas City, Missouri,
February 9, 2020. A neighborhood store owner was behind the counter
when a man entered and pointed a handgun at him, demanding cash and
cigarettes. Winemiller, 38, union carpenter, was a customer in the store.
Winemiller stood about 15 feet from the store’s front entrance as he observed
the armed man, who entered the store with a second man police believed
to be his accomplice, confront the owner with the weapon. Winemiller,
believing the store owner’s life was in danger, turned to confront the
gunman, pushed him back against a wall and held the man’s arm aloft, with
the gun pointed toward the ceiling. Somehow, the assailant was able to free
his gun and Winemiller was then shot several times, mostly in the torso,
during the brief struggle. The assailant and his accomplice then ran out of
the store and have never been identified. A customer near the front door
was shot once in the leg. The store owner was not injured. The wounded
customer recovered. Winemiller was hospitalized nineteen days and
underwent emergency surgery for wounds that injured his bowels, bruised
his heart, and fractured his ribs, pelvic bone and scapula. Winemiller’s
thoracic vertebrae and spinal cord were also injured, leaving him paralyzed
from the chest down. 92050-10349
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2024 AWARDEES

HEROIC ACTS RECOGNIZED DURING 2024

The following 71 individuals were cited by the Carnegie Hero Fund
Commission in 2024 for having performed outstanding acts of heroism.

In each case, a Carnegie Medal and a financial grant were awarded.

KENNEDY ARMSTRONG
Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida

Kennedy Armstrong helped rescue Madison Schemitz and rescued Jaclyn
Rogé from assault, Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, June 3, 2023. Madison, 17,
had just left a restaurant with a friend and was about to get into her car when
her ex-boyfriend ran up on her from behind and attacked her with a folding
knife, stabbing her repeatedly. Madison’s mother, Rogé, 43, ran to help,
engaging the assailant and pulling him off her daughter until he stabbed her,
too. Armstrong, 22, restaurant manager, and a friend had just pulled into the
parking lot when they heard screams. Armstrong immediately sprinted 160
feet across the parking lot and tackled the assailant to the ground. When the
assailant tried to get back up, Armstrong jumped on him and pinned his arms
down. As Armstrong briefly glanced at the victims, the assailant began slitting
his own throat before bystanders wrested the knife from him. Armstrong had
sustained a cut to his right hand, which severed an artery. First-responders
arrived to begin life-saving measures. The assailant was later prosecuted and
pleaded guilty to attempted homicide and aggravated battery. Madison had
been stabbed 17 times in the chest, arms and back and was partially paralyzed.
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Rogé suffered stab wounds to her forehead, hand and leg. Armstrong lost blood
from the severed artery and suffered nerve damage to his hand. He underwent
surgery and physical therapy and was recovering. 23-1-10450

KELLY BAILEY, deceased

Hornbeck, Louisiana

Kelly Bailey died attempting to save Keeley Bailey from drowning, Merryville,
Louisiana, August 26, 2022. Around sunset, Bailey’s daughter, Keeley, 7,
Bailey’s partner, and the partner’s 4-year-old son and 6-year-old daughter all
were struggling in the strong current of the Sabine River just beyond a shallow
point near a beach. Bailey’s partner, who called for help, could not touch the
bottom as she tried to keep all three children above the surface. Along the
shore, Bailey, 28, a motorhand, and his friend entered the deeper water and
reached the quartet. While the partner held onto her daughter, Bailey grasped
Keeley, his friend collected the boy, and the current carried all six downstream
toward a 57-year-old man, who had been alerted by calls for help, along the
beach. The partner briefly saw the man going to the aid of Bailey and Keeley
before the man ultimately entered the water and submerged. While Keeley had
grasped onto an exposed branch in the river, Bailey, as well as his friend and
the boy, went underwater and did not resurface. A nearby camper swam out to
the partner and her daughter and brought them back to the beach. Using a float,
the camper then re-entered the river, reached Keeley, and towed her to the
beach. Keeley, the partner and her daughter, and the camper were not injured.
First-responders searched the scene into the darkness that night without finding
any of the missing four. Search crews eventually found the 57-year-old man
the next day, Bailey and the friend two days after, and the partner’s son three
days after he submerged. All had drowned. 34-367-10468

KEVIN M. BARRETT
San Diego, California

Kevin M. Barrett helped rescue Caleb Adams from a shark attack, Del Mar,
California, June 2, 2024. Adams, 46, was finishing an open-water swim with a
group in the Pacific Ocean at a point about 450 feet from shore when a juvenile
great white shark, later determined to be approximately 9 feet long and about 550
pounds, attacked him. During the attack, Adams sustained severe lacerations to
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his chest and torso, lacerations and puncture wounds on his right thigh, as well
as lacerations on his left hand from attempting to fend off the shark. Adams and
a nearby witness screamed out for help. Barrett, 51, financial advisor, had also
just completed an open-water swim and was bodysurfing about halfway between
Adams and the shore. Near him was another member of their swim group, a31-year-
old real estate company vice president. Barrett and the real estate executive both
heard the screams of “Shark!” and “Help!” They looked at each other, and Barrett
immediately swam swiftly toward Adams. The real estate executive turned to
shore to ensure that someone there was calling for backup before shortly following
Barrett. As Barrett approached, Adams was attempting to swim towards him and
stated that he had just been bit by a shark. Barrett reached for Adams, turned him
on his back, and put his right arm under Adams’s right armpit and across his chest
to the left side of his neck, pulling Adams on top of his own chest. With Adams
in his right arm, Barrett swam in a backstroke style toward shore using his left
arm and both legs. The real estate executive arrived seconds later, when a male
surfer also approached and offered his surfboard for them to use. Barrett and the
real estate executive together moved Adams atop the board in a prone position.
The real estate executive then lay atop Adams’s lower body and kicked his legs
in the water to propel the board toward shore as Barrett swam next to them with
a hand on the board to steady it. Once in waist-deep water, Barrett grabbed one
of Adams’s arms and wrapped it around his neck while the real estate executive
grabbed the other arm and wrapped it around his neck. Barrett and the real estate
executive helped Adams to shore and up the beach, where they then laid him in the
back of a lifeguard truck that had just arrived shortly before paramedics. Adams,
who suffered significant blood loss, underwent emergency surgery to repair his
wounds and was hospitalized three days. He has now physically recovered. Barrett
was not injured. 24-19s-10457

RIVER BARRY
Millcreek, Utah

River Barry rescued a man from falling from a cliff face, Moab, Utah, November
26, 2022. During a BASE-jumping festival, the 39-year-old man leapt from a 400-
foot cliff when his parachute opened in the wrong direction, causing him to slam
into the cliffside, breaking his leg. He then plummeted until his chute was caught
on an outcropping of rock, where he dangled about 70 feet from the ground. Barry,
a 30-year-old mental health therapist and recreational rock climber, ran to the scene
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and used her climbing gear to ascend a crack, up to a foot wide, that ran up the side
of the cliff to directly below the man. With the BASE jumper’s friend belaying her,
Barry climbed to a point above the man, clipped him to her harness, cut away his
parachute, and descended to the ground bearing the man’s weight with the help of
the belayer to waiting rescuers. The man suffered a compound fracture of his leg,
for which he underwent extensive physical therapy. Barry was unhurt. 92936-10408

STANLEY BECERRA III
Stockton, California

Stanley Becerra III rescued Melanie Caligiuri and a girl from drowning, Tracy,
California, October 10, 2023. Caligiuri, 46, and her 5-year-old daughter struggled
to swim amid fast-moving, cold water in the San Joaquin River after their sport
utility vehicle left the road and submerged about 50 feet from the riverbank. A
dairy worker and his friend were driving on the bridge nearby when they saw
Caligiuri and her daughter struggling in the water. The dairy worker ran down
an embankment and swam about 50 feet to Caligiuri and the girl, at which point
he moved them about 5 feet toward the bank before he submerged. Becerra, 23,
laborer, was driving west on the bridge with coworkers when he saw the dairy
worker run the down the embankment. He and his coworkers made a U-turn
at the end of the bridge and drove back to the embankment the dairy worker
had descended. Becerra exited the vehicle and ran to the water’s edge, where
he removed his clothes and entered the water. Becerra swam about 45 feet to
Caligiuri and the girl, where he attempted to move them both back to the bank,
but their combined weight forced him to release Caligiuri and swim the daughter
back alone. Becerra swam about 45 feet to the bank, where the dairy worker’s
friend helped him carry the daughter to safety. Becerra briefly gathered himself,
while his coworkers scanned the water for Caligiuri, who had submerged while
Becerra was shuttling the girl to the riverbank. They spotted Caligiuri closer
to the bank downstream. Becerra ran about 25 feet around a patch of trees and
brush and reentered the water, where he waded about 15 feet to Caligiuri before
towing her back to the bank. The group began CPR on Caligiuri until responding
emergency personnel arrived and assumed control of the scene. Caligiuri was
transported to a nearby hospital, where she was placed in the intensive care unit;
she died six days later. The girl was unharmed. The dairy worker’s body was
recovered by police a day later about 300 feet north of where he submerged; he
had drowned. Becerra suffered no ill effects. 23-119-10444
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ANNIE BILOTTA
Seattle, Washington

Annie Bilotta helped rescue Keri Bergere from an attacking cougar, Fall
City, Washington, February 17, 2024. Bergere, 60, was riding her bicycle
along with her cycling team on a remote, forest trail when a cougar lunged at
her, jumped onto her back, pushed her off her bicycle onto the ground, and
bit into to her jaw. A second cougar was seen, as well, but it ran off before the
attack started. Bilotta, 64, retired botanical gardener, was riding about 200
feet behind Bergere with another cycling teammate, 59, real estate broker,
and witnessed the cougar attack. Bilotta and the real estate broker screamed
and immediately biked over to Bergere on the ground, alerting two other
cycling teammates, an attorney, 51, and a health care IT saleswoman, 58, who
were ahead of Bergere and had not seen the attack. As Bilotta approached
Bergere, she immediately jumped on the cougar and attempted to choke it
with her hands. The real estate broker arrived almost at the same time and
was able to pull the cougar’s hind legs off Bergere. The two women called
out for their teammates up ahead to call 911 and to bring rocks and sticks to
help battle the cougar. The health care IT saleswoman ran over with a rock
and a few sticks and began to beat and stab the cougar in the stomach area.
With her bike, the attorney went to the scene while attempting to call 911,
but the call dropped in the remote area. She dropped her phone and bicycle,
retrieved a stick, and began stabbing the cougar. Bilotta was able to pull one
of the cougar’s paws off Bergere. Bilotta then stuck her hand into its mouth
hoping to pry open its jaws so that it would release its hold on Bergere. For
15 minutes, the four women battled with the cougar by kicking it, pulling its
legs, stabbing it with the saw blade of a multi-tool and sticks, and hitting it
with rocks, all in a joint effort to get the animal to release Bergere. At some
point as the cougar began to readjust its bite, Bilotta shouted for Bergere
to move away as the real estate broker pulled the cougar’s head back. As
Bergere rolled away, the attorney almost simultancously picked up her
bicycle and the four women worked together to pin the cougar to the ground
with it. The women then stood on the bicycle for another 30 minutes until a
fish and wildlife officer arrived to dispatch the cougar. Bergere was taken to
a hospital for multiple jaw fractures, facial nerve damage, and lacerations on
her face, ears, neck, shoulders, arms, and back. Bilotta received a scratch on
her right thumb; she recovered.24-89-10437
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CHRISTOPHER BISCHOFF

Kenosha, Wisconsin

Christopher Bischoff saved a girl from drowning, Kenosha, Wisconsin,
August 27, 2023. As two preteen sisters fought to remain above the surface
of Lake Michigan in the choppy current near a beach, their stepmother, 38,
entered the water to help them and also struggled. Earlier that day, weather
officials warned of life-threatening waves and dangerous currents in the lake.
Alerted on the beach, Bischoff, 34, an off-duty sheriff’s deputy, waded into
the surf along with a friend, another off-duty deputy, and they swam to the
girls. Bischoff reached one girl, whom he tucked against his body, while the
friend responded to her sister, whom she grasped but released after a struggle.
Bischoff, who had difficulty swimming the panicked girl back toward shore,
submerged, held her so that her head was above water, and pushed her forward
while walking underwater. Bischoff struggled to progress toward shallow
water. Bischoff, who swallowed water, resurfaced and separated from the girl,
who remained near her sister and stepmother. As the waves moved the girl
closer to shore, Bischoff regained a hold of her, towed her into wadable water,
and she returned to the beach. After the friend guided her sister to Bischoff’s
partner, who escorted her to shore, the friend then swam to the stepmother
and dragged her into shallow water, where Bischoff and the friend’s partner
helped her to the beach. Both girls and the stepmother were taken to a hospital
for treatment. Bischoff, who was nearly exhausted afterward, also went to a
hospital as a precaution and was discharged that evening. 23-90-10434

TA’RON LEE BRIGGS, deceased
Happy Valley, Oregon

Ta’Ron Lee Briggs died attempting to rescue Tajaliayh Briggs, DeVonte
Nash and a boy from electrocution, Portland, Oregon, January 17, 2024. After
freezing rain coated the city’s roads and trees with ice, Briggs, 21 — Ta’Ron’s
sister — and her partner Nash, 30, were at a vehicle parked on a residential
street with their 9-month-old son when a large tree branch snapped and pulled
a power line down onto their SUV and the street. The Briggs siblings’ parents
were nearby, outside an apartment complex accessed by a sloped, ice-covered
driveway. As the downed line sparked, the partner was carrying his son away
from the SUV when he fell, feet-first, down the driveway and slid toward
the line at the base at the street, came into contact with an electrical current,
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and was electrocuted. While the boy, who was awake, rested on the chest of
his unresponsive father, Briggs, who was pregnant, fell next to her partner
and also was electrocuted. From a nearby apartment, Ta’Ron, a 15-year-old
high school student, came outside and approached Briggs from the top of the
driveway despite his father’s pleas to stay away. Ta’Ron slipped and fell beside
his sister, and, too, was electrocuted. A young woman, whom a 911 dispatcher
advised to stay away from the downed line, slid down the driveway, lifted the
boy from Nash’s chest, and carried him to safety. Although the boy was taken
to a hospital as a precaution, he was not injured. Ta’Ron, along with Briggs
and her partner, died at the scene. Responding police officers who arrived
moments later saw that Briggs, Ta’Ron and Nash were deceased and did not
approach the victims until a power company official advised that electricity
was turned off to the downed line. 24-18-10452

HENRY NORMAN BROOKS, deceased
Hope, Maine

Henry Norman Brooks died helping to rescue Abigail Brooks from drowning,
Union, Maine, July 8, 2023. Abigail, 13, and her 12-year-old sister were playing
on a large, algae-covered rock next to where the St. George River empties into
Seven Tree Pond when Abigail slipped and fell into the water. The sister extended
her hand and attempted to grasp Abigail, but she, too, slipped and entered the
fast-moving water. Their father, Brooks, 45, climate technology field mechanic,
and their 27-year-old brother were at a picnic table nearby at a park when they
heard the girls call out for help. Reacting instantly, Brooks and the brother, who
grabbed a life jacket that was on the picnic table, ran to the water’s edge. Both
Brooks and the brother entered the water fully clothed, with the brother carrying
the life jacket. Brooks swam about 15 feet to Abigail, while the brother swam to
the sister and towed her to wadable water on the opposite shoreline. The brother
then swam back toward Brooks and Abigail. As the brother approached, Brooks
forcefully thrust Abigail about 3 feet in the direction of the brother. The brother,
who lost sight of Brooks as he reached Abigail, grasped her, and then towed her
to wadable water, where he, the sister, and Abigail all exited the water before
being received by emergency personnel on shore. The trio was transported to a
nearby medical center; none of them were injured during the incident. Brooks’s
body was recovered less than an hour later by a dive team in water about 7 feet
deep some 300 feet downriver. He had drowned. 23-34-10466
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ROLANDO RENE CABALLERO, deceased

Kingsville, Texas

Rolando Rene Caballero died attempting to rescue Halil Cakmaktas
from drowning, Port Arthur, Texas, July 21, 2021. Cakmaktas, 70, retired
dockworker, fell off a narrow, concrete pier into the fast-moving water of a
channel connecting Keith Lake to the Port Arthur Ship Canal while he was
fishing. Caballero, 63, crane operator, was on the shore near the pier with his
wife when his wife heard Cakmaktas call out for help. Caballero instructed
his wife to retrieve a bundle of rope from their car. Once she retrieved the
rope, Caballero moved onto the pier and attempted to throw one end of it
to Cakmaktas. After several unsuccessful attempts, Caballero returned to
his wife on shore. He then tied the rope around his waist and waded about
10 feet into the water before swimming about 40 feet toward Cakmaktas.
Caballero was within an arm’s length of Cakmaktas when Cakmaktas
submerged. Unable to locate Cakmaktas, Caballero shouted to his wife to
pull him back to shore. She pulled the rope, but she soon realized it had
untied from Caballero. Caballero’s wife then called out instructions to him
to lay on his back and attempt to float, but the strength of the current pulled
him underwater. Firefighters located Caballero’s body about 30 minutes after
he submerged; he had drowned. Cakmaktas’s body was recovered by police
about an hour after he submerged; he had drowned. 24-73-10433

GIOVANNA CABRERA, deceased

Houston, Texas

Giovanna Cabrera died attempting to save Gabriel Pefia from burning,
Houston, Texas February 3, 2024. In the early morning, 1-year-old Gabriel
was in his crib in a bedroom in his family’s one-story house when a fire
started in the living room, where his 9-year-old brother and 6-year-old
sister were asleep along with his mother, Cabrera, a 31-year-old sales clerk.
Gabriel’s brother awoke to flames in the room, where the front door was
locked. After Cabrera opened the front door for them, the brother and sister
exited the house while Cabrera remained inside. The brother saw Cabrera
move into the hallway leading to Gabriel’s room, but she did not come back
out. At some point, Cabrera called 911 to report the fire, but her call shortly
was disconnected. The brother and sister alerted a neighbor, who called 911
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to inform first-responders that Cabrera remained inside the burning house
with Gabriel while his siblings were safe. The fire grew to engulf the front
half of the house by the time firefighters arrived. Firefighters later found
Gabriel and Cabrera on the floor at the bedroom doorway. Both died of
smoke inhalation and burns. 24-37-10459

JOHN CATANIA
New York, New York

John Catania rescued a woman from assault, New York, New York,
November 22, 2022. The woman, 28, was sitting on a subway car when a
30-year-old man, who walked up to her and suddenly slashed her in the face
with a bladed weapon police described as a shank. Catania, 29, high school art
teacher, saw the first strike and yelled at the assailant, who ignored him and
struck the woman again with the weapon. Catania rushed at the assailant and
shoved him away from the woman, allowing her to escape to an adjacent car.
As other passengers on the moving train scattered, the two grappled and the
assailant stabbed Catania repeatedly in the head and back. Catania reached
down, grabbed the assailant’s legs and pulled him to the floor as the train
reached a stop. The assailant got up and ran out of the car. Catania, covered in
blood, exited the train. A bystander wrapped Catania’s head in his sweatshirt
and escorted him to police above the platform. The woman suffered a cut to
her cheek and her hand and recovered. Catania received staples and sutures
for 11 stab wounds and recovered. The assailant was arrested on attempted
murder, hate crimes and other charges and was awaiting trial. 92809-104¢1

EDDIE GERARDO CERVANTES LORA, deceased
Tracy, California

Eddie Gerardo Cervantes Lora died attempting to rescue Melanie Caligiuri
and a girl from drowning, Tracy, California, October 10, 2023. Caligiuri,
46, and her 5-year-old daughter struggled to swim amid fast-moving, cold
water in the San Joaquin River after their sport utility vehicle left the road
and submerged about 50 feet from the riverbank. Driving on a nearby bridge
with a friend, Cervantes Lora, 41, dairy worker, saw the mother and daughter
struggling to swim in deep water. Cervantes Lora exited the vehicle and ran
down an embankment to the water’s edge, where he removed his boots and
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entered the water. Cervantes Lora then swam about 50 feet to Caligiuri and her
daughter, where he moved the duo about 5 feet closer to the bank before he
submerged. A laborer was with coworkers driving across the bridge when he
saw Cervantes Lora responding to the duo in the water. The laborer ran down
the embankment and swam out to Caligiuri and the girl. He brought the girl
back to the bank, where Cervantes Lora’s friend helped them exit the water.
Meanwhile, the current carried Caligiuri, who had submerged, downstream.
The laborer then ran along the river, reentered the water, and retrieved
Caligiuri, who had resurfaced, before towing her back to the riverbank, where
bystanders performed CPR before emergency personnel assumed control of
the scene. Caligiuri was transported to a hospital, where she was placed in
intensive care; she died six days later. The girl was unharmed. The laborer was
not injured. Cervantes Lora’s body was recovered a day later about 300 feet
downstream; he had drowned. 23-19-10443

BILLY CHANG
Taipei City, Taiwan

Billy Chang helped to rescue an indeterminate number of people from assault,
Laguna Woods, California, May 15, 2022. About 45 people were in a church
social hall following a luncheon when a 68-year-old man armed with two
pistols fired one of the guns, first striking the ceiling, then lowered it and
fired shots, injuring five elderly congregants. A male doctor leapt from his
seat, charged the assailant and took him to the ground. The assailant shot the
doctor three times in his chest. The assailant stood up and struggled to either
reload or unjam his gun. Chang, 67, pastor, stepped down from the stage about
20 feet away, advanced toward the assailant, and when he was within a few
feet of him, Chang picked up a chair and struck the assailant’s back, causing
him to fall to the floor, facedown. Chang then held the assailant down by his
head, neck, and hand, and he shouted for others to help. Three men along
with Chang’s wife responded, and the wife picked up the weapon and took it
to a different room and returned to the scene. The men, Chang, and his wife
used an extension cord to tie the assailant’s hands behind his back and they
restrained him until police arrived. The assailant, with a second gun found in
an ankle holster, was taken into custody. The doctor died from his gunshot
wounds. The four men and one woman who also were shot survived their
injuries. Chang was not injured. 92832-10432
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DAVID CHAPMAN
Detroit, Michigan

David Chapman helped rescue a boy from electrocution, Warren, Michigan,
August 30, 2022. The boy, 8, grabbed a live power line that had been lowered by
storms and suspended about 5 feet above a residential street with both hands and
was electrocuted. He fell to the pavement. Chapman, 34, police officer, who was
on duty, drove to the scene after he was notified of the situation. Chapman saw the
boy, who was unconscious, lying underneath the power line. Another officer at the
scene got down on his hands and knees and crawled underneath the power line and
grasped the boy’s left ankle. Chapman crouched underneath the power line and
grasped the boy’s right ankle, and the two pulled him about 10 feet away from the
line, at which time the other officer felt an electrical charge in his arm and released
the boy. Chapman felt a burning sensation to his right hand from touching the boy
and also released him. The other officer performed sternum rubs on the boy, who
regained consciousness. Police transported the boy to a nearby hospital. The boy
sustained serious injuries, including serious burns to both hands. Chapman was
examined at the hospital, but did not require treatment. 23-109-10424

JOHN CHENG, deceased

Laguna Niguel, California

John Cheng died attempting to help rescue an indeterminate number of people
from assault, Laguna Woods, California, May 15, 2022. At least 45 people were
in a church social hall following a luncheon when a 68-year-old man armed with
two pistols fired one of the guns, first striking the ceiling, then lowered it and fired
shots, injuring five elderly congregants. Cheng, 52, family and sports medicine
doctor, was seated at a table about 25 feet away from the assailant. After hearing
the first shot, Cheng stood up and charged the assailant, causing both men to fall
to the floor beneath a table. There, a struggle ensued, and the assailant shot Cheng
three times in the chest. The assailant stood up and struggled to either reload or
unjam his weapon. The church’s former pastor, standing about 20 feet away on a
stage, advanced, grabbed a chair and struck the assailant’s back, causing him to
fall to the ground. The pastor held the assailant down, but he shouted for help, and
others responded and assisted in restraining the assailant with an extension cord
until police arrived. The assailant, with a second gun found in an ankle holster, was
taken into custody. The four men and one woman who also were shot survived
their injuries. Cheng died from his gunshot wounds. 9236s-10431
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MICHAEL CLARK
Bel Air, Maryland

Michael Clark rescued Erica E. Paff from assault, Bel Air, Maryland,
April 10, 2024. Before dawn, Paff, 44, entered the dimly lit, enclosed
breezeway of her house, where a 31-year-old man wearing black clothing
and a ski mask confronted her with a gun. The assailant aimed the revolver
at Paff and questioned her before ordering her to turn around, at which
point he placed the gun about an inch from the back of her head. Paff’s
fiancée, Clark, 54, business owner, was exiting the shower at one end of
the house when he heard Paff scream in the breezeway. He wrapped a
towel around himself before moving down a long interior hallway toward
the breezeway. Clark was about 5 feet from the kitchen door when he
saw Paff through a window in the kitchen door with a pistol pointed at
her head. Clark swung open the door, charged the assailant, and reached
for the gun with his left arm extended as he drove his right shoulder into
him. Both Clark and the assailant tumbled through an exterior door onto
the patio in the backyard. The assailant scrambled to his feet and as he
began to run away, he turned and fired a single shot in the direction of
Paff and Clark. The bullet struck Paff in the left buttocks as the assailant
fled the scene. Clark helped Paff back inside before he ran to his bedroom
and retrieved a pistol. Clark then exited the house and searched for the
assailant for several minutes before returning inside. Law enforcement,
using a drone, located the assailant nearby about 15 minutes after he had
fled the scene. Paff suffered a graze wound; she recovered. Clark was
unharmed as a result of the rescue. 24-122-104¢0

KENDELL BYBEE CUMMINGS

Evanston, Wyoming

Kendell Bybee Cummings rescued Brady R. Lowry from an attacking
bear, Cody, Wyoming, October 15, 2022. Lowry, 21, and Cummings,
19, college students and wrestling teammates, were on a mountain in
the Shoshone National Forest when a grizzly bear came out of a nearby
wooded area and attacked Lowry, striking him with its paws and knocking
him to the ground. The bear rolled him down a slight decline and attacked
him, biting Lowry’s left arm and fracturing it. From about 60 feet away
Cummings moved to a point about 20 feet behind the bear as it continued
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the attack on Lowry. He shouted and threw rocks and sticks at the bear,
which did not acknowledge his presence. Cummings ran up behind the
bear and pulled on its ear and fur in an effort to disrupt its attack on Lowry.
The bear swung its head around and Cummings ran, the bear following.
Lowry left the scene to get help. The bear reached Cummings and tackled
him to the ground and onto his back. The bear then attacked Cummings
twice, biting him numerous times before it eventually walked away.
Lowry, who had gone for help, and two friends, who were in the area, met
up with Cummings as he descended the mountain. They walked to a road
at the bottom of the mountain, with Cummings carried part of the way by
the friends, and Lowry and Cummings were eventually taken to a hospital
for treatment. Lowry sustained a fractured arm and puncture wounds to his
body. Cummings sustained puncture wounds to his arms, legs, head, and
face. Both were scarred and Lowry’s wrist continued to heal. 92701-10411

KENNETH JEREMY DAVIS, JR.

Owosso, Michigan

Kenneth Jeremy Davis, Jr. saved Jacob Scott from burning, Owosso,
Michigan, March 31, 2024. Just before midnight, Scott’s car left a rural road
and hit a tree, the impact igniting a fire at the front end and pushing the
burning engine into the driver’s compartment, breaking his ankle and pinning
him inside. Parked nearby with his partner, Davis, 46, heavy equipment
operator, saw the crash and fire. While his partner called 911, Davis drove
his pickup to the scene. Scott, 21, was trapped in the car with his shoes and
the lower part of his pants briefly on fire, calling for help. Davis tried to open
the doors, but they would not open. He ran back to his truck, donned a pair
of gloves, ran back to the burning car, and punched the rear, passenger-side
window six times until it broke. He climbed into the back seat and grabbed
Scott’s arms, pulling him into the back seat with him. Davis then backed
himself out through the window, reached back inside and pulled Scott,
who was 9 inches taller and more than 30 pounds heavier, out through the
window. Davis had dragged Scott 20 feet across a gravel driveway when the
car’s front tires burst, causing the flames to intensify. With help, he dragged
Scott farther away to safety. Scott suffered broken bones from the crash, but
no burns. Davis suffered a swollen hand from punching the window but was
otherwise unhurt. 22-111-10474
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RONALD L. DIEHL, JR.

Quakertown, Pennsylvania

Ronald L. Diehl, Jr., rescued Philip McPherson from burning, Salisbury
Township, Pennsylvania, September 28, 2022. McPherson, 34, a flight instructor,
and his trainee, 49, were inside a small plane which had crashed into a tree on
private property next to a house shortly after takeoff from a nearby airport. The
plane fell to the ground and ignited. One of the wings broke off on impact with
the tree and remained stuck in its branches, while its ruptured fuel tank dripped
fuel onto the burning wreck below, feeding the flames. Diehl, 47, carpenter, had
just arrived to work at a house nearby and saw the crash from the driveway.
He ran to the burning plane and, seeing McPherson’s foot sticking out of the
mangled passenger compartment, pulled on it and freed McPherson from the
wreckage. Diehl was not aware that a second person was in the plane. After
dragging McPherson a few feet, the plane exploded, sending a fireball into the
sky and hurling burning debris in all directions. One piece of sheet metal hit
McPherson and burned him. Diehl kicked it away, then dragged McPherson
about 60 feet to safety near the driveway of the home. Fearing his van might
explode because of its proximity to the flames, he ran over and moved it out
of the way. He then ran back to McPherson, who told him to save his student,
who unbeknownst to Diehl, remained inside the plane. Diehl again moved to the
cockpit of the wrecked plane and saw a body on fire strapped into a seat, but the
heat was too intense and he had to back away. An ambulance arrived and took
McPherson to the hospital. The coroner later determined the trainee had died
upon impact with the tree. Diehl was not injured. 92723-10462

HORACE WILLIAM DRENNAN III, deceased

Memphis, Tennessee

Horace William Drennan III died attempting to save a boy from drowning,
Germantown, Tennessee, August 9, 2022. At a municipal park, a 9-year-old boy
fell into an open, 2-foot-deep concrete drainage ditch that was overflowing with
murky stormwater surging into a narrow culvert beneath a road. The flooded
area extended beyond the width of the ditch and made the water rushing into the
culvert about 3 feet deep. Nearby was Drennan, 37, an account manager who
was at the park as a coach of his 6-year-old son’s flag football team. Drennan,
who did not know the boy or his family, left his son’s side and moved into
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the ditch to help the boy, who was sucked through the culvert and carried out
through the other end into a creek in a heavily wooded area. Other men, including
the boy’s father, didn’t immediately know the boy’s location and responded to
the ditch, where they struggled to pull Drennan from the rushing water, which
ultimately swept the father and Drennan through the culvert. The boy and his
father safely exited the creek. The boy went to a hospital for treatment of scrapes
and scratches. Firefighters and police officers searched the scene and found
Drennan’s submerged body in the creek about 70 feet past the culvert. He had
drowned. 9263¢-10447

SCOTT E. DUNCAN

Kansas City, Missouri

Scott E. Duncan helped to save a woman from assault, Eldon, Missouri, April 21,
2021. The woman, 51, and several family members were at a private service in the
chapel of a funeral home when a man entered the chapel, approached the woman,
and attempted to force her outside. The woman resisted and the assailant pulled
a handgun out of his coat pocket and pointed it at her. The woman and a female
funeral home assistant screamed. A male funeral director responded and pushed the
assailant against a chapel wall and grasped the weapon. Duncan, 51, maintenance
technician, entered the chapel, ran to the assailant and also grasped the weapon.
Duncan told the assailant to release the gun, but the assailant refused. The woman
hid beneath a nearby table. A struggle ensued between the three men. About then,
another relative told the woman to leave, and she retreated to safety. The funeral
director, the assailant, and Duncan fell, knocking over the table, and landed on the
floor. The assailant landed on the funeral director’s back, and Duncan landed atop
the assailant. Hearing the funeral director gasp for air, Duncan stood up. About
then, the weapon fired, and the bullet hit the floor, narrowly missing Duncan’s leg,
as it ricocheted off the floor, a chair then into the ceiling. The gun’s magazine then
fell out of the weapon, and the assailant reached for a fully loaded magazine in his
pocket, but Duncan grasped the assailant’s arm and held it to the ground to prevent
him from doing so. Police responded, and the assailant still wouldn’t release the
gun. A responding officer stepped on the assailant’s hand and used pepper spray
and the assailant then let go of the weapon. The funeral director pushed the gun
farther away. The assailant was taken into custody and was later convicted and
sentenced to 34 years in prison. The woman and others were not injured, nor was
Duncan. 23-142-10407
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CHASE MICHAEL DUPRE

Chauvin, Louisiana

Chase Michael Dupre helped to rescue Osman Y. Cardona Suazo, Brayan L.
Martinez Cardona, Kelin E. Martinez Mejia, and Kathrine A. Martinez Mejia
from drowning, Gibson, Louisiana, December 7, 2022. Martinez Mejia, 30,
Kathrine, 17, Osman, 1, and Brayan, 4, all remained inside a sedan that had
left the roadway, continued down an embankment and entered a marshy canal,
coming to rest about 15 feet from the bank where it began to submerge in
murky water at least 7 feet deep. Dupre, 32, project manager, was driving
nearby and responded, as well as another man. Dupre descended the bank, then
waded and swam out to the car, reaching the driver’s side. The front passenger
compartment was submerged and water quickly filled it. Dupre grasped the
handle of the rear, driver-side door and forced it open, and the other man
responded to a point within a few feet of Dupre, behind him. By then, the front
passenger compartment was submerged, and Martinez Mejia had moved to
the rear passenger compartment. She had removed both boys from their car
seats, and handed them both to Dupre. Dupre briefly submerged while holding
both boys above the water, but quickly resurfaced. Dupre extended both arms
to hand the boys off to the other man, who towed both Osman and Brayan to
the bank, and to safety at the top. Dupre again reached inside the vehicle for
Martinez Mejia, pulling her by her arms out of the vehicle. The other man
again responded, and Dupre handed her to the man, who swam with her to the
bank and ascended it with her, leaving her there. Kathrine by then moved to
the rear passenger compartment and jumped into the water, briefly submerging
and resurfaced. Dupre held her above the water’s surface, and the other man
returned. Dupre and the other man swam with Kathrine to the bank and aided
her to the top. Martinez Mejia was sore from injuries sustained in the accident.
She recovered. Dupre sustained minor cuts and scratches, but did not require
treatment. No others were injured. 92791-10472

ALBERT EVANS
Lufkin, Texas

Albert Evans saved Aria Briggs, Evangeline Fountain and Keeley Bailey from
drowning, Merryville, Louisiana, August 26, 2022. Around sunset, Briggs, 27,
was holding onto her 6-year-old daughter, Evangeline, in the strong current of
the Sabine River as they were among six people in their group that had been
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carried downstream near a beach. Briggs’s partner held onto his own daughter,
Keeley, 7, while the partner’s friend had grasped Briggs’s 4-year-old son. Alerted
by calls for help from the wife of a 57-year-old man, who had entered the river to
try to save Keeley and Briggs’s partner, Evans, a 49-year-old heater technician
who had been camping with his wife near the scene, went down the beach to the
water’s edge. By then, the three men and Briggs’s son no longer were in sight,
but Evans saw Briggs and Evangeline. Evans removed his boots and swam out
to them, arriving at a place where he could not touch the river’s bottom. With
difficulty, Evans swam back toward the beach, pulling and pushing Briggs to
try to keep her above the surface as she held Evangeline until Evans’s wife
approached in knee-deep water to help Evangeline and Briggs to land. Evans
then saw Keeley, who had grasped onto an exposed branch on the opposite side
of the river. While Evans exited the river, his wife retrieved their two-seat float,
which was attached to sandbags. Using the float, Evans re-entered the river and
swam to Keeley, who had moved further downriver, whom he placed atop the
float, then towed back to safety on the beach. Briggs, Evangeline, Keeley, and
Evans were not injured. First-responders searched the scene into the darkness
that night without finding any of the missing four. Search crews eventually
found the 57-year-old man the next day, Briggs’s partner and his friend two days
after, and Briggs’s son three days after he submerged. All had drowned. 24-367-10470

WEGAYEWU S. FARIS, deceased

Coralville, lowa

Wegayewu S. Faris died helping to save a boy from drowning, Lone Tree,
Iowa, August 5, 2022. While playing along a bank of the lowa River, an 8-year-
old boy entered deep water and was bobbing up and down. The boy’s father was
fishing nearby with a friend, Faris, 42, a high school custodian who had his own
three young children nearby. Faris entered the water, swam to the boy, and put
the boy onto his back. Struggling in the current toward the middle of the river,
Faris separated from the boy and submerged. Having heard shouts for help, a
kayaker paddled upriver and pulled the boy, who then was unresponsive, out of
the water. The kayaker took the boy to shore, then searched unsuccessfully for
Faris. The boy’s father, who had entered the river after Faris, safely returned to
the bank. The boy, who was revived, was taken to a hospital, where he recovered
and was released the following day. Firefighters recovered Faris’s body about an
hour after the incident. He had drowned. 92614-10417
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RICHARD M. FIERRO
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Richard M. Fierro helped save an indeterminate number of people from
assault, Colorado Springs, Colorado, November 19, 2022. Just before midnight,
a 6’47, 280-pound man wearing body armor stormed into a nightclub with
an assault rifle equipped with a 60-round drum magazine and opened fire.
The assailant immediately shot and killed an employee and three others in
the bar area, then proceeded into the dance floor area while continuing to fire.
Fierro, 45, defense contractor, was sitting at a table near the dance floor as his
wife, daughter and a friend danced. Upon hearing the gunshots and seeing
the muzzle flash in the dim lighting, he dived to the floor and against a wall.
The assailant proceeded past him while firing and moved toward an indoor
patio area. As the assailant began to enter the patio through a shattered glass
door, a Navy sailor jumped from the other side and hit him with a bucket,
grabbed the assailant’s rifle, and began punching the assailant. As the two
fought on a stair landing, the assailant pulled a pistol and shot the sailor in the
abdomen. From across the room, Fierro stood and ran toward the assailant,
arriving just as the assailant and the wounded sailor fell off the landing to
the floor. The assailant lost hold of the rifle and it fell nearby. As the assailant
attempted to stand, he pointed a pistol at Fierro as he approached, but it did
not fire. Fierro then grabbed the pistol from the assailant and, as the assailant
fell facedown, tried to shoot the assailant in the back. When the gun did not
fire, the magazine having at some point been ejected, Fierro wrapped his arm
around the assailant’s head from behind and held the assailant face down on
the floor as Fierro pistol-whipped the assailant in the back of the head while
the sailor, prone and wounded, kicked the assailant in the face. As the struggle
continued and the sailor lost strength, Fierro instructed others to call 911 and
to help him as he subdued the assailant for four additional minutes. When a
female patron walked by, he told her to kick the assailant’s face with her high
heels. She stomped the assailant’s head repeatedly while Fierro continued to
subdue and strike the assailant until police arrived. Five people, including the
partner of Fierro’s daughter, were killed in the shooting and 19 were injured.
Fierro was not injured. The assailant was prosecuted in state court and received
life in state prison. In a parallel federal hate crimes case, the assailant pleaded
guilty and was sentenced to life in federal prison. 92750-10451
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JOHN DEAN FORBUSH, deceased

Gassaway, West Virginia

John Dean Forbush died attempting to save a woman and girl from
drowning, Sutton, West Virginia, May 1, 2022. In the afternoon, a 44-year-
old driver and her 8-year-old daughter remained inside a sport utility
vehicle that the mother reportedly purposely drove into the Elk River from
a parking lot. As the vehicle submerged in swift current in frigid water 10
feet deep, a 911 caller reported that the vehicle was occupied, prompting
an emergency dispatcher to alert the local volunteer fire department, while
a sheriff’s deputy and state trooper also began heading to the scene. At his
automobile repair garage about 1,000 feet away, Forbush, 24, a volunteer
firefighter for a neighboring fire station, learned about the incident and drove
to the scene. Upon arriving, Forbush reported to the county’s dispatch center
that the vehicle was completely submerged and that he heard occupants
banging on the vehicle’s glass. Without water-rescue gear, Forbush entered
the 58-degree river, about 150 feet wide, from one bank while another man
entered the river from the opposite, closer bank as first-responders tried to
arrange for a rescue boat. Forbush, who was struggling in the water and called
for help, submerged and did not resurface. After the girl exited the vehicle,
the man attempted to tow her to safety, but she struggled with him and they
separated. The girl ultimately submerged. As the man went downstream, the
deputy entered and pulled him to safety. Other first-responders swam out and
removed the mother, who was unresponsive, from the vehicle. They brought
her to the river bank and she was pronounced dead of drowning. Authorities
stated the river was flowing swiftly due to water released from a nearby dam;
after dam crews reduced the water level, rescuers recovered the girl and
Forbush hours later. They had drowned. 92834-104¢4

DALTON GROSE

Waterville, Minnesota

Dalton Grose rescued Dwight M. Weise from drowning, Albert Lea,
Minnesota, September 20, 2023. Weise, 85, was trapped inside his truck,
which was sinking in the 7-foot-deep water of Fountain Lake following an
accident in which the truck went over a retaining wall near the shore. On
a boat nearby, Grose, 25, construction administrator, and a coworker were
taking aquatic weed samples and witnessed the truck sinking about 60 feet
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from shore. Grose drove the boat to within 25 feet of the truck and, fully
clothed, he jumped feet-first into the cold water, swimming to the driver’s
door. Noticing that water was up to Weise’s chin, Grose attempted to open the
door, which was damaged in the accident, but was only able to open it about
an inch before water pressure forced it shut. Determined, Grose placed both
of his hands on the door handle before positioning his feet on the body panel
beside the door. In a motion akin to a dead lift, he extended his legs while
pulling on the door handle, successfully opening the door. Grose moved into
the space between the door and the truck frame. Weise instinctively wrapped
his left arm around Grose’s shoulders, at which point Grose cradled Weise
under the legs and behind the back and pulled him from the vehicle. Grose
pushed away from the truck using his legs before he and Weise sank to the
bottom of the lake. Grose then realized that he could push off the bottom of
the lake to resurface. Pushing off the lakebed, Grose took three bounding
steps while cradling Weise — submerging and resurfacing with each step —
until he reached wadable water up to his chin. He then carried Weise to a
ladder attached to the dock, where Weise exited the water with the help of
a bystander before he was delivered to emergency personnel. Grose then
swam back to his boat and drove it to shore. Weise was disoriented in the
aftermath of the crash, but he did not suffer any injuries. Grose was not
injured. 24-36-10441

ROBYN HANDLEY

Florissant, Missouri

Robyn Handley rescued two women from attacking dogs, Florissant,
Missouri, December 22, 2020. A woman, 72, was out for a walk in a
neighborhood when four pit bull dogs attacked her on a sidewalk, knocked
her to the ground, and mauled her, tearing off part of her scalp and biting
her face, body and limbs. As the dogs continued their assault, Handley,
64, an assembly worker, heard the woman’s screams from her house and,
although suffering from arthritis and in her bare feet, ran about 150 feet
down the street to help. She advanced on the attacking dogs while shouting
and waving her arms, and shielding the woman, who was bleeding from
multiple wounds. Handley stood guard over the woman and shouted for
help as the dogs circled in a yard nearby. A second woman, 67, a retired
nursing assistant, then approached the scene from the opposite direction
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and the dogs immediately attacked her, knocking her to the ground and
biting her legs. Handley moved away from the first woman and advanced
on the dogs again while waving her arms, driving the dogs away from the
second woman. After the attack, another neighbor loaded the badly injured
first woman into his car to await police while the dogs ran off and attacked
others in a nearby neighborhood. The first woman suffered extensive
wounds to her scalp, severe damage to her eye and face, and a deep leg
wound. She underwent multiple surgeries and continued to recover. The
second woman was also treated for bite wounds to her legs. Handley was
not injured. 92802-10420

STEPHEN HARDER
Quincy, Washington

Stephen Harder rescued a woman from burning, Quincy, Washington,
January 10, 2023. Around 2 a.m., the woman, 67, who suffered from
long-term illnesses, was unresponsive on the kitchen floor in her one-
story house as a fire burned in the living room, where there were some
oxygen cylinders. Her daughter, who retreated outside the house and
called 911, told a dispatcher her mother remained inside. Responding
before firefighters were Harder, 38, an on-duty police officer, and
a police detective, who saw smoke outside the house. After Harder, a
former volunteer firefighter, opened the front door and saw flames in the
living room, he and the detective went to the rear door, which Harder,
too, opened. With smoke stretching from the ceiling to about 18 inches
off the floor, Harder crawled along the narrow hallway with his flashlight
on, followed by the detective, also crawling. Harder then turned into the
dark kitchen, where he found the woman, not moving, on the ground
with the flames about 10 feet away. As Harder grasped the woman and
crawled dragging her, backing himself along the floor to the hallway,
the detective stood and, overcome by the smoke, returned to the rear
porch for fresh air. Harder then got into a crouching stance and pulled the
woman to the doorway, where the detective helped Harder carry her to
the backyard and both then began CPR. The woman, who inhaled smoke,
began breathing again and was taken to a hospital for treatment. Harder
and the detective, both of whom also inhaled smoke, were medically
cleared at a hospital following exposure to smoke. 23-120-10414
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ASHLEY HARKINS

Westbrook, Connecticut

Ashley Harkins rescued a woman from falling, Old Lyme, Connecticut,
November 27, 2023. A distressed woman in her early 60s had climbed a 10-foot-
high safety fence next to the pedestrian walkway on the Baldwin Bridge and
sat on a 9-inch-wide concrete ledge, clinging to the fence, overlooking the
Connecticut River 80 feet below. Harkins, 37, an off-duty police sergeant whose
shift had ended, nonetheless responded to a 911 call along with another sergeant.
While the other sergeant talked to the shivering woman, Harkins scaled the fence
beyond the woman’s view with no safety equipment or ropes and climbed down
the other side to the narrow ledge. She maneuvered herself to a position directly
behind the woman and placed both arms around her, gripping the fence and
securing the woman to the fence with her body to keep her from falling. Harkins
then helped the woman to place her foot onto Harkins’s thigh as Harkins grasped
the fence with one hand. Harkins then pushed the woman up by her foot so she
could climb up and over the fence to waiting officers. The woman was cold from
exposure to wind and temperatures in the low 50s but was otherwise uninjured.
She was taken to a hospital for an emergency mental-health evaluation. Harkins
was not injured. 23-12-10413

JEFFREY A. HILKE
Jefferson City, Missouri

Jeffrey A. Hilke helped to save a woman from assault, Eldon, Missouri, April
21,2021. The woman, 51, and several family members were at a private service
in the chapel of a funeral home when her ex-husband, 55, entered, approached
the woman, and attempted to force her outside. The woman refused and
resisted, and he pulled a handgun out of his coat pocket and pointed it at her.
The woman and a female funeral home assistant screamed. Hilke, 47, funeral
director, was alerted and responded to the chapel, then seeing the man holding
the weapon pointed upward. Hilke ran to the assailant and pushed him against
a wall, grasping the weapon. The woman hid under a nearby table and tilted it
to use it as a shield. A male relative of the assailant also responded, approached
the assailant, and also grasped the weapon. The assailant refused to release the
weapon, and a struggle ensued between the three men. About then, another
relative told the woman to leave, and she retreated outside. The men fell,
knocking over the table, and landing on the floor, with Hilke’s chest landing
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atop a concrete base for a memorial stone. The assailant landed facedown
on Hilke’s back, and the assailant’s relative landed on top of the assailant’s
back, with Hilke and the assailant both maintaining a grip on the weapon.
Hearing Hilke gasp for air, the relative stood up. About then, the weapon fired,
with the bullet ricocheting off the floor and a chair then into the ceiling. The
weapon’s magazine fell out of the gun to the floor, and the assailant reached
for another magazine in his pocket. The relative held the assailant’s arm down
to prevent him from reloading the weapon. At some point, the others had
retreated outside to safety. Police responded, and the assailant still wouldn’t
release the gun. A responding officer stepped on the assailant’s hand and used
pepper spray and the assailant then let go of the weapon. Hilke pushed the gun
farther away. The assailant was taken into custody and was later convicted and
sentenced to 34 years in prison. The woman and others were not injured. Hilke
suffered a broken sternum and bruised ribs and received medical treatment
from a physician. 23-142-10406

TAWNY HINTON, deceased

Bentonville, Arkansas

Tawny Hinton died attempting to rescue a young boy from drowning,
Bentonville, Arkansas, August 29, 2022. The boy, 11, submerged amid the
fast-moving floodwater near the opening of a drainage pipe in a retention pond
following a tropical storm. The boy was playing with his brother near the
water’s edge when he dropped a branch into the pond. He extended his hand
and attempted to retrieve the branch before slipping into the water, at which
point he struggled to stay afloat amid the current. The boy’s brother entered
the water and reached out and grasped the boy’s arm before the current caused
him to lose his footing and he lost his grip on the boy. The brother returned to
the pond’s edge and ran for help. Hinton, 47, social worker, was with the boys’
mother at the mother’s nearby apartment when the brother told them the boy
had entered the water and submerged. Hinton and the mother ran to the pond,
where both entered the water. Hinton waded, then swam in murky water to a
fast-moving area near the pipe entrance close to the boy’s last-known location.
She then submerged more than once, searching for the boy, but ultimately she
submerged and did not resurface. The mother attempted to reach Hinton before
the strength of the current forced her to exit the pond. Responding emergency
personnel located the boy in a drainage ditch about 500 yards away. The boy
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was transported to the hospital, where he was later pronounced dead; he had
drowned. Hinton was located unresponsive about 50 feet away from the pond
in a storm drain beneath a manhole. She was taken to a hospital, but she never
regained consciousness before life support was withdrawn five days later.
Hinton died of cardiac arrest and complications from drowning. 92678-10421

KEVIN E. HUZSEK

Somerset, Pennsylvania

Kevin E. Huzsek rescued Mary Ellen Fockler from burning, Somerset,
Pennsylvania, March 26, 2024. Fockler, 89, was in her bedroom in the
basement of her one-story house when flames broke out in an adjacent living
room. Huzsek, 50, police officer, was patrolling nearby and was dispatched to
the scene. Upon Huzsek’s arrival, the woman’s son, who had exited from the
main floor, alerted Huzsek that Fockler was still inside. Huzsek first entered
on the main floor through a side door, but upon seeing flames spreading up a
stairwell from the basement, he retreated and descended an outside stairwell.
Seeing a basement door there, he kicked it in and found heavy smoke inside
that limited visibility. Crawling on his hands and knees beneath the smoke,
he advanced a few feet and encountered a wall of flames on the outer wall
of Fockler’s bedroom. Huzsek retreated through the door and approached
a window to Fockler’s bedroom. Using his police baton, he broke out the
window and cleared the remaining glass. Huzsek called inside for Fockler,
and upon hearing her voice, climbed onto the window ledge, pushed his body
head first through the opening and fell to the floor. Smoke started to clear from
the room through the window and he saw Fockler, disoriented, sitting on her
bed. Huzsek stood, walked to her and lifted her from the bed, and carried her
back to the window and sat her on the ledge. Two other officers that responded
pulled her through the opening and further to safety. Huzsek started to exit,
but his duty belt became caught on the window frame. One of the officers
returned to the window and aided him out through the opening to safety.
Flames soon entered the room, engulfing it. Fockler was taken by ambulance
to a hospital, where she was treated for smoke inhalation, then was transferred
to a burn trauma hospital for treatment of serious burns. She died about two
months later from complications resulting from the burns. Huzsek was taken
by ambulance to the hospital for treatment of cuts and smoke inhalation. He
recovered. 24-97-10475
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ANTWAUN M. JACKSON, deceased

Jacksonville, North Carolina

Antwaun M. Jackson died helping to save two women and two children from
drowning, North Topsail Beach, North Carolina, July 9, 2022. In the afternoon,
several relatives, including two women, 33 and 24, and two girls, 7 and 6,
were in the New River Inlet near its confluence with the Atlantic Ocean as the
group of four reached a location where they no longer could touch the bottom.
Suddenly struggling in a strong current after helping the girls use a bodyboard
in shallow water, the women called out for help, alarming their relatives at the
nearby beach, including Jackson, 40, production worker. A cousin of the two
women and two girls, Jackson waded into the water, first moving toward other
children closer to shore, then he swam to the area of the women, along with
another female cousin, who helped the girls onto a bodyboard. The women
recalled Jackson, who had moved beyond them, trying to push them from
behind toward shore. Seeing a cluster of distressed swimmers, including
Jackson, other men from separate groups also entered the water and helped
to aid the women, girls, and female cousin back to safety in wadable water.
All recovered without injury. Jackson remained stranded in the rough current
and beyond the reach of some men and responding police officers, who took
a rescue disc attached to a rope into the water which was thrown in Jackson’s
direction to no effect. Ultimately, Jackson submerged, did not resurface, and
could not be found by rescue crews that afternoon or in the days afterward.
Jackson’s body has yet to be recovered. 92586-10425

BRUCE J. LAKE
Hilden, Nova Scotia

Bruce J. Lake rescued Holli J. Robertson from drowning, Alma, New
Brunswick, August 19, 2023. Robertson, 20, stepped a few feet into a
swimming hole in the Broad River, lost her footing and was pulled into an
area of turbulent and fast-moving water at the convergence of two small
waterfalls. Robertson held to a large boulder in between the two waterfalls and
attempted to get to safety but could not. Lake, 48, an off-duty police officer
from another province, was hiking in the area with friends and saw Robertson
having difficulty in the river. Robertson attempted to swim downstream out
of the current but fully submerged about 10 feet from where Lake stood on
another boulder. Lake jumped into the water feet-first into water at least § feet
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deep with zero visibility. Completely submerged, he waved his arms in front
of him and brushed Robertson’s arm. Lake grasped Robertson and pulled her
to him as the water pulled them down farther and away from where he had
jumped into the water. Lake kicked his feet and used his other arm to swim to
the surface with Robertson. Lake then pushed Robertson toward the boulder,
where another woman grabbed her hand. Lake felt himself being pulled back
into the strong current, but Robertson grasped his hand and the two were pulled
to the boulder. Robertson and Lake were assisted from the water. Robertson
swallowed water and sustained lacerations to her body; she recovered. Lake
was nearly exhausted after the rescue and sustained a laceration to his elbow;
he recovered. 23-85-10410

JOHN PHILLIP LALLY, JR.

Houston, Texas

John Phillip Lally, Jr., helped rescue Jonathan Gibson from assault, Houston,
Texas, November 11, 2023. In the morning, Gibson, 29, was among the police
officers pursuing a 19-year-old man driving a stolen car on a freeway. After
a multi-vehicle crash involving the stolen car, the suspect remained inside
the vehicle and shot Gibson in the left leg as he walked toward the suspect’s
vehicle and ordered him to exit. Gibson tried to hobble away as his partner
shot at the stolen car from their police cruiser. Nearby, Lally, 40, a delivery
truck driver, had gotten out of his work pickup truck, which was stopped
behind a second police vehicle and a wrecked van which blocked his view of
the scene, after he’d heard a loud boom. Lally then heard gunshots and saw
Gibson fall , deducing he had been wounded and was in danger of being hit by
continued gunfire. Officers from the second police vehicle shot at the assailant,
who left the stolen car and ran to the passenger side of the van. Amid gunfire
and unaware of the source or direction of fire, Lally shouted for Gibson to
come toward him as Lally moved closer. The assailant then ran back toward
the stolen car and police fired again, wounding him as he went to the ground
by another car. An officer reached Gibson and dragged him by his ballistic
vest about 25 feet as Lally approached. With his left hand, Lally also grasped
Gibson’s vest and, as Lally walked backward, they pulled Gibson about 40
feet to cover behind Lally’s truck. Observing the assailant attempting to load
a magazine into his handgun, officers shot again and soon he was motionless
and later died. Gibson was treated at a hospital. Lally was not injured. 23-144-10415
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JEFF DAVID LAPEYROUSE

Bourg, Louisiana

Jeff David Lapeyrouse helped to rescue Osman Y. Cardona Suazo, Brayan L.
Cardona Martinez, Kelin E. Martinez Mejia, and Kathrine A. Martinez Mejia from
drowning, Gibson, Louisiana, December 7, 2022. Martinez Mejia, 30, Kathrine,
17, Osman, 1, and Brayan, 4, all remained inside a sedan that had left the roadway,
continued down an embankment and entered a marshy canal, coming to rest about
15 feet from the bank where it began to submerge in murky water at least 7 feet
deep. Lapeyrouse, 42, electrical project engineer, was driving on the roadway and
witnessed the accident. He responded to the bank, where he saw Martinez Mejia
banging on a window. Concluding she could not open the door, Lapeyrouse initially
searched, unsuccessfully, for something to break out the glass. Another motorist
responded about then, entered the canal and reached the vehicle, forcing open a
rear door. Lapeyrouse descended the bank, entered the canal and swam out to the
vehicle. By then, the front passenger compartment was submerged, and Martinez
Mejia had moved to the rear passenger compartment. She had removed both boys
from their car seats, and handed them both to the man, who in turn handed them
off to Lapeyrouse. Holding Osman by his shirt and Brayan by an arm, Lapeyrouse
swam the boys to shallow water and aided them to the top of the bank. Lapeyrouse
re-entered the water and again swam out to the car, which by then was submerged
to the rear doors as water filled the interior. The man, holding Martinez Mejia above
the water, handed her to Lapeyrouse; he swam behind her as he held her back to
push her toward shallow water, then aided her up the bank to safety. Lapeyrouse
re-entered the canal and reached the car, which by then was submerged except for
the trunk. The man was holding Kathrine above the water just outside the vehicle.
Lapeyrouse and the man together towed Kathrine to shallow water, each holding
onto one side of her. Upon reaching the bank, they aided her up to the top of
it to safety. Martinez Mejia was sore from injuries sustained in the accident. She
recovered. Lapeyrouse was not injured. 92790-10473

MICHAEL LOUIS LESAN

Cincinnati, Ohio

Michael Louis Lesan saved a teenage girl from drowning, Edisto Beach,
South Carolina, June 22, 2023. The girl was swimming in the Atlantic Ocean
when she was caught in a rip current and carried from shore, unable to return.
There were 4-foot-high waves in the water offshore, and 6-foot-high waves
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breaking on shore. Winds gusted up to 28 m.p.h. Lesan, 41, financial advisor,
was on the beach with his family. Lesan entered the ocean and swam about
120 feet to the girl, who was bobbing up and down in the strong waves. Lesan
grasped her by the arm and started to swim toward shore as waves crashed
over them, pulling and pushing her. The girl submerged Lesan a few times,
and Lesan grew tired and had difficulty moving his legs as he swam with her
toward shore. Once Lesan and the girl could both stand at a point close to
shore, the girl walked out of the water. Lesan walked, then crawled a few feet
to exit the water. The girl coughed up water when she got to the beach. Lesan
was nearly exhausted; he recovered. 23-36-10419

JUNYI LIU

Courtenay, British Columbia

Junyi Liu rescued a woman from burning, Comox, British Columbia, May 20,
2023. As the woman, 76, pulled into a gas station carport, her car struck a gas
pump, shearing it off and ignited a gasoline fire. Within seconds, the heat from
the fire burned off the rubber nozzles on a nearby propane dispenser, which
then began spraying the car with propane, accelerating the fire. As flames
quickly reached 10 feet high and the car’s front end began to burn, gas station
manager and co-owner Liu, 41, ran out with a fire extinguisher to try to fight
the blaze, but he could not get the extinguisher to work. He then ran to the car
and opened the front, passenger door to try to pull the woman out but could not
reach her. As a bystander sprinted up to try to help, Liu ran to the driver’s side,
nearest the flames, just as the woman began opening the driver’s door. With
flames reaching the ceiling of the carport, Liu pushed open the door the rest of
the way, reached in, picked up the woman and carried her to safety. Within 10
seconds, flames engulfed the entire building. The woman was in shock at the
scene and suffered minor burns to her face but recovered. Liu suffered minor
burns to his hand and arm. 23-9-10412

CLARENCE MCCALLISTER

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Clarence McCallister saved Glenn A. Germany from assault, North Braddock,
Pennsylvania, May 5, 2024. Germany, 54, was delivering a sermon on the altar
of a church sanctuary when a 26-year-old man approached the altar, aimed
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a loaded pistol at Germany, and pulled the trigger, but the gun failed to fire.
Germany sought cover under a pulpit. As the assailant lifted one leg over a
railing to access the altar, McCallister, 63, a heavy equipment repair specialist
who had been recording video of the service, ran about 10 feet to the railing,
leapt over it, and took the assailant to the ground, controlling the assailant’s
arms. Seeing that McCallister had control of the assailant, Germany responded
and grasped the assailant’s wrists and the gun’s barrel, until McCallister pulled
the weapon from their grasp. Germany restrained the assailant until police
arrived about 20 minutes later. The assailant was taken into custody and jailed
where he awaits further court proceedings. McCallister and Germany were not
injured. 24-139-10455

TROY MIDDLETON MCCOLLOUGH, deceased

Merryville, Louisiana

Troy Middleton McCollough died attempting to save Kelly Bailey and
Keeley Bailey from drowning, Merryville, Louisiana, August 26, 2022.
Around sunset, Bailey, 28, was holding onto his daughter, Keeley, 7, in the
strong current of the Sabine River as they were among six people in their
group being carried downstream near a beach. Bailey’s partner held onto her
own daughter, 6, while Bailey’s friend grasped the partner’s 4-year-old son.
Alerted by calls for help, McCollough, 57, a flooring business owner, moved
to the water’s edge, where he removed his boots while he advised his wife
to call 911 despite her warning him not to enter the water, near where the
couple’s three friends had drowned years before. His wife left the immediate
area to retrieve a phone to contact authorities and seek help from a couple
camping nearby. Bailey’s partner briefly saw McCollough going to the aid of
Bailey and Keeley before losing sight of McCollough, who ultimately entered
the river and submerged. While Keeley had grasped onto an exposed branch in
the river, Bailey, as well as his friend and the boy, went underwater and did not
resurface. A camper swam out to save Bailey’s partner and her daughter, then
he re-entered the river with a float to reach Keeley, and he towed her to the
beach. Keeley, the partner and her daughter, and the camper were not injured.
First-responders searched the scene into the darkness that night without
finding any of the missing four. Search crews eventually found McCollough
the next day, Bailey and his friend two days after, and the boy three days after
he submerged. All had drowned. 24-367-10469
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JACQUELINE MONTANARO, deceased
Hazlet, New Jersey

Jacqueline Montanaro died after attempting to rescue Madelyn R.
Montanaro from burning, Hazlet, New Jersey, January 13, 2023. Madelyn,
6, was asleep in her second-floor bedroom in her family’s two-story
house when flames broke out in the first-floor living room. Her mother,
Montanaro, 40, federal supervisory border patrol and customs officer, was
asleep in another second-floor bedroom with Madelyn’s father, who alerted
her to the fire. Montanaro and the father shouted for Madelyn and her older
sister to get out of bed as the husband cleared a path at the staircase for
them to exit. Montanaro exited with the sister, soon followed by the father,
as flames and smoke intensified. Realizing Madelyn was still inside, the
father re-entered, but dense smoke and blistering heat from nearby flames
forced him back outside. After he told Montanaro they would need to wait
for firefighters, she re-entered the burning house through the front door
and ascended the stairs into the dense smoke. She was later found at a
point near the top of the stairs, and unresponsive. Madelyn was later found
unresponsive in her bedroom. Montanaro and Madelyn both were removed
from the house by firefighters and were taken by ambulance to a hospital,
where their vital signs were re-established and they were placed on life
support. Both were removed from life support and died the following day,
with authorities attributing their deaths to smoke inhalation and thermal
burns. 92794-10448

HAO NGUYEN

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Hao Nguyen saved a man from jumping off a building, St. Paul, Minnesota,
February 13, 2023. Contemplating suicide, the man stood on a snowbank
piled next to a safety wall on the roof of a parking garage and peered over
the side to the street 70 feet below. A witness in an adjacent office building
saw him and alerted Nguyen, 40, state prosecutor. Nguyen ran across the
street to the parking garage and took the elevator to the garage roof. He
approached the man and tried to establish a rapport with him, then pulled
him away from the edge of the roof. Nguyen tried to engage in a dialogue
with the man in both Vietnamese and English to calm him and get him to
leave the roof with him. But the man grew increasingly agitated and ran to
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jump. Nguyen intercepted the man and grappled with him. The man pressed
Nguyen against the wall during the struggle to the point where Nguyen felt
he was about to topple over the edge. Nguyen then pushed off the wall for
leverage and forced the man back. The two separated momentarily. Nguyen
grabbed the man in a bear hug from behind and wrapped his legs around his
waist, taking him to the ground. He eventually pinned him with a jujitsu hold
until a sheriff’s deputy arrived. Nguyen suffered slight abrasions to his face
from elbow strikes that the man had delivered during the struggle, but was
otherwise uninjured. 287210445

CHRISTOPHER NOVECOSKY, deceased

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Christopher Novecosky died attempting to help rescue Ava Novecosky
and Evelyn Novecosky from drowning, Humboldt, Saskatchewan,
November 4, 2023. Ava, 7, and her sister, Evelyn, 6, fell through thin ice
on Humboldt Lake near their home into 35-degree water about 15 feet
deep at a point about 300 feet from shore. Their brother on shore alerted
adults in their house, where the girls’ uncle, Novecosky, 38, plumber, and
their cousin had been installing a boiler. Novecosky and the cousin ran out
onto the ice along with the girls’ mother, who said she could hear the ice
cracking under their feet. As they approached the girls, the ice gave way
and both men plunged into the icy water. The men tried unsuccessfully
to push Ava, who was unresponsive, onto the ice . The mother then fell
through the ice. Novecosky grasped Evelyn and tried unsuccessfully to lift
her out of the water and onto the ice as the girls’ cousin tried to lift Ava
out but could not. Within two minutes, the men were exhausted from the
effort and the cold. Novecosky let go of Evelyn and submerged. The cousin
handed Ava to her mother and submerged. The girls’ father then pushed a
kayak filled with life jackets across the ice and into the water, where the
mother grasped it while also holding Ava. Evelyn took a life jacket and
floated away until firefighters using ropes and ice-rescue suits rescued her
and her mother and retrieved Ava, who was pronounced dead at the scene.
Evelyn and her mother suffered from hypothermia but recovered. A dive
team found the bodies of Novecosky and the cousin the next day. They had
drowned. 23-145-10426
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JOSEPH NOVECOSKY, deceased

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Joseph Novecosky died attempting to help rescue Ava Novecosky and
Evelyn Novecosky from drowning, Humboldt, Saskatchewan, November 4,
2023. Ava, 7, and her sister, Evelyn, 6, fell through thin ice on Humboldt
Lake near their home into 35-degree water about 15 feet deep at a point
about 300 feet from shore. Their brother on shore alerted adults in their
house, where the girls’ cousin, Novecosky, 28, plumber, and their uncle
had been installing a boiler. Novecosky and the uncle ran out onto the ice
along with the girls’ mother, who said she could hear the ice cracking under
their feet. As they approached the girls, the ice gave way and both men
plunged into the icy water. The men tried unsuccessfully to push Ava, who
was unresponsive, onto the ice. The mother then fell through the ice. The
uncle grasped Evelyn and tried unsuccessfully to lift her out of the water
and onto the ice as Novecosky tried to lift Ava out but could not. Within two
minutes, the men were exhausted from the effort and the cold. Novecosky
handed Ava to her mother and submerged. The uncle let go of Evelyn and
also submerged. The girls’ father then pushed a kayak filled with life jackets
across the ice and into the water, where the mother grasped it while also
holding Ava. Evelyn took a life jacket and floated away until firefighters
using ropes and ice-rescue suits rescued her and her mother and retrieved
Ava, who was pronounced dead at the scene. Evelyn and her mother suffered
from hypothermia but recovered. A dive team found the bodies of Novecosky
and the uncle the next day. They had drowned. 23-145-10427

SHANNON SADE O’NEAL
Chicago, Illinois

Shannon O’Neal helped to rescue Tyshaun LaFlore from drowning, Aurora,
Illinois, November 22, 2022. Tyshaun, 9, student, and several friends were
throwing a football near an ice-covered retention pond in a common area
at the center of the apartment complex where they lived. Tyshaun walked
onto the ice to retrieve the football when he felt the ice give way beneath
his feet, submerging him in the cold water. Tyshaun, struggling to swim,
attempted to grasp the edge of the ice as it kept breaking away. Meanwhile,
one of the panicked children ran to their apartment and alerted their mother,
Shannon Sade O’Neal, 34, healthcare worker, who rushed to the water’s
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edge, losing her shoes in the process. Once at the retention pond, O’Neal
walked about 30 feet onto the ice when she heard the ice cracking beneath her
feet. O’Neal dived into the water, covering about 12 feet, before resurfacing
within arm’s reach of Tyshaun. O’Neal calmed Tyshaun and instructed him
to wrap his arms around her shoulders and cling to her back. As O’Neal was
instructing Tyshaun to reposition himself, she heard approaching sirens. She
called out to bystanders on the bank to help police find the pond while she
continued treading water with Tyshaun. Police rushed to the water’s edge
with emergency water rescue kits. An officer entered the water, breaking
ice, while wading and swimming to O’Neal and Tyshaun while additional
officers on land threw rescue ropes into the water. O’Neal grasped a rope that
landed near her in the water, at which point the officers in the water and on
the bank pulled O’Neal and Tyshaun to shore. Tyshaun was cold and tired,
but otherwise unharmed. O’Neal suffered abrasions and cuts to her arms, as
well as intermittent vomiting after swallowing pond water that lasted the rest
of the day; she recovered. 92801-10471

JOHN PARKS

Washington, District of Columbia

John Parks rescued Bennett Roth from assault, Washington, D.C., January
11, 2024. At night, Roth, 69, was walking on a sidewalk along a six-lane
street when a vehicle stopped, multiple people wearing ski masks and dark
clothing exited, and Roth saw one pointing a handgun at him as Roth backed
up and was shoved to the ground. Ordered at gunpoint not to move, Roth
shouted for help, alarming Parks, 26, a housing development manager, who
was across the street with some friends as he saw the start of the assault and
two assailants hovering over Roth. Entering the street and darting around
traffic as he approached the scene, Parks, who was not armed, shouted for
the assailants to get away from Roth, who remained on the ground. Once he
had reached the opposite side of the street, Parks saw that the two assailants
had handguns pointed at Roth. As he remained at the scene, the assailants
then pointed their guns at Parks, who faced them and continued to shout and
advance toward Roth while the assailants backed away and returned to the
vehicle. The vehicle then sped away from the scene. Responding police are
investigating the incident. Roth had scratches and scrapes, but recovered.
Parks was not injured. 24-17-10428
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JOHN PEARSON III

Acton, Massachusetts

John Pearson III saved Jeremy Retsky from drowning, Anahola, Hawaii,
November 13, 2020. Swimming just after sunset in Anahola Bay, Retsky,
18, was swept by a current farther out into water over his head. Pearson, 18,
a recent high school graduate, was near the shore when he realized Retsky
was in danger of drowning. As darkness fell, Pearson waded out and then
swam to reach Retsky. Retsky panicked and grabbed onto Pearson, forcing
him under the surface repeatedly. Pearson separated himself from Retsky
and, as waves crashed down on them, told him to stay calm and tread
water or they would both drown. He stayed with Retsky as the current
pulled them out farther and then parallel to the beach while they conserved
energy. Pearson periodically submerged himself, allowing Retsky to grab
his shoulders, keep his head above water, rest, and catch his breath. After
about 10 minutes, the current swept Pearson onto a sandbar, where he could
barely touch bottom, while Retsky remained slightly farther out. Pearson
swam out to Retsky, grabbed him by an arm and swam back with him to the
sandbar. He submerged, touching bottom, then held onto Retsky’s arm as
Retsky lay on his back and dragged him into shallower water then walked
him onto the beach. Retsky was exhausted and could barely stand. Pearson
was tired but not injured. An off-duty paramedic examined both men and
treated Pearson for scratches on his back and chest inflicted by Retsky, but
neither required further treatment. s2105-10442

MARK PEMBLETON

Burke, Virginia

Mark Pembleton helped rescue Cesar Yepez from burning, Sterling,
Virginia, September 18, 2023. In the evening, Yepez, 33, was driving a
tractor trailer on a highway when a speeding car struck the driver’s side,
causing the trailer to tip as the truck crashed into a guide rail along the
shoulder and overturned onto the driver’s side. A fire immediately broke
out at the cab and the front half of the trailer, with flames rising at least 15
feet above the trailer and smoke climbing about 40 feet high. While driving
his two children, Pembleton, 43, self-employed business owner, witnessed
the crash, pulled over, and called 911. After instructing his children to stay
in the vehicle, Pembleton went down a grass embankment to the truck and
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found Yepez, severely burned and screaming for help, on the ground just
beyond the open windshield area of the engulfed cab. Amid the intense
heat, Pembleton grasped his outstretched hands and lunged backward but
struggled to budge Yepez, who was heavier than him, as he would lose his
grip and fall over. Pembleton’s proximity to the inferno, causing serious
burns he did not notice until later, forced him to briefly retreat. He then
resumed pulling, only dragging Yepez a short distance as he called for
help. Another man, whose car also was struck, joined Pembleton and each
grabbed an arm and pulled, gradually advancing Yepez away from the
truck until the heat necessitated brief reprieves before they returned and
resumed the rescue. Ultimately, Pembleton and the man pulled Yepez to
a spot about 20 feet from the truck, where the man patted flames out on
Yepez’s lower body, suffering minor burns to his hands. Others then helped
them carry Yepez farther away. Yepez, who suffered third-degree burns to
nearly his entire body, died two weeks later. Pembleton drove himself to a
hospital, then was taken to a burn center, where he was treated for third-
degree burns to his left forearm and second-degree burns to both arms and
hands, his head, and his face. In all, Pembleton was hospitalized for about
one month and underwent nine months of follow-up laser surgeries to his
left arm. 23-110-1044¢

MARVIN A. PINCKNEY

Enterprise, Alabama

Marvin A. Pinckney saved Mary H. Griffin and Angela R. Byrd from
burning, Enterprise, Alabama, September 4, 2022. Griffin, 82, and her
caretaker, Byrd, 56, were in a den on the first floor of a two-story house
when flames broke out in the garage. Pinckney, 51, retired army aviation
operations specialist, was outside his home nearby and saw smoke coming
from Griffin’s property. Knowing Griffin had limited mobility, Pinckney
called 911 and responded to the rear of the structure. Seeing flames in the
garage, he entered through a rear door to an enclosed porch adjacent to the
garage and found them in the den. He alerted them that the house was on
fire, and about then the home lost power. Pinckney started toward the rear
door, but flames blocked that exit and had spread to engulf the rear wall.
Thick smoke also blocked the front entrance. Pinckney assisted Byrd in
moving Griffin from an electronic lift chair into her wheelchair, and guided
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Griffin and Byrd toward a front bedroom to escape through a window.
Following Pinckney, Byrd became disoriented in the smoke while pushing
the wheelchair and Pinckney called out to guide her. Pinckney, moving
ahead of the women to clear a path to safety, lifted a bed to allow space
for the wheelchair, and Byrd pushed the chair to a point near the window.
Pinckney opened the window and pushed out the screen, then guided Byrd
through the window opening to others outside, who pulled her the rest of
the way out to safety. Pinckney then similarly lifted Griffin from the chair
and pushed her upper body through the opening. Pinckney then exited
through the window. Both Griffin and Byrd were taken by ambulance to the
hospital. Byrd suffered smoke inhalation, and she was treated and released.
Griffin remained at the hospital at least overnight. The house sustained
extensive flame and smoke damage and was later torn down. Pinckney
suffered minor smoke inhalation and was treated and released from the
hospital. He recovered. 9267510465

JACYLN ROGE
Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida

Jaclyn Rogé helped rescue Madison Schemitz from assault, Ponte Vedra
Beach, Florida, June 3, 2023. Madison, 17, had just left a restaurant with
her friend and was about to get into her car when her ex-boyfriend ran
up on her from behind and attacked her with a folding knife, stabbing
her repeatedly. Rogé, 43, waitress, was about 50 feet behind her daughter
Madison, on her way to her own car nearby when the assailant ran past
her and attacked Madison. Rogé immediately ran to help, engaging the
assailant and pulling him off Madison. The assailant then turned on
Rogé and stabbed her in the forehead, hand and leg. As they struggled,
a bystander who heard Madison and Rogé screaming sprinted across the
parking lot and tackled the assailant to the ground. Lying on his back,
the assailant began cutting his own throat when bystanders subdued him
and wrested the knife away from him. First-responders then arrived and
rendered first aid to all, including the assailant. He was later prosecuted
and pleaded guilty to attempted murder and aggravated battery. Madison
had been stabbed 17 times and was partially paralyzed. The bystander who
ran to help suffered a severed artery in his hand and was recovering. Rogé
spent four days in the hospital and was recovering. 23-1-10449
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DANIEL ROSE
Sterling Heights, Michigan

Daniel Rose helped rescue a boy from electrocution, Warren, Michigan,
August 30, 2022. The boy, 8, grasped with both hands a live power line that
had been lowered by storms and suspended about 5 feet above a residential
street and was electrocuted. He fell to the pavement. Rose, 43, police officer,
who was on duty, drove to the scene after he was notified of the situation.
Rose saw the boy, who was unconscious, lying underneath the power line.
Rose got down on his hands and knees and crawled underneath the power
line and grasped the boy’s left ankle. Another officer crouched underneath the
power line and grasped the boy’s other ankle, and the two pulled him about 10
feet away from the power line, at which time Rose felt an electrical charge in
his arm and released the boy. The other officer felt a burning sensation to his
hand and he, too, released the boy. Rose performed sternum rubs on the boy,
who regained consciousness. Rose and other officers transported the boy to a
nearby hospital. The boy sustained serious injuries, including burns to both
hands. Rose was examined at the hospital and had numbness in his right arm
from the electrical shock for a few hours; he recovered. 23-109-10423

JACOB ROSS

Satsuma, Alabama

Jacob Ross saved a woman from drowning, Orange Beach, Alabama, May
13, 2023. A woman struggled to swim about 90 feet from shore amid the
fast-moving water of Perdido Pass channel. Jacob Ross, 19, college student,
was on the beach nearby when he heard a bystander call out that someone
needed help in the water. Ross, who was with his female partner on the beach,
immediately ran about 35 feet to the water’s edge, then took four bounding
steps, covering about 15 feet, before swimming about 75 feet to the woman.
He then instructed her to wrap her arms and legs around his torso and waist.
With the woman hanging onto the right side of his body, he swam using his
left arm and both legs about 45 feet parallel to the beach to calmer water. Ross
then swam 75 feet back toward shore to wadable water, where he cradled
the woman and carried her about 15 feet to safety on shore, where she then
recovered for about 30 minutes. The woman had swallowed water, but she was
otherwise unharmed. Ross suffered no ill effects. 92935-10454
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SARA SCHALLER

Hammond, Indiana

Sara Schaller saved a girl from drowning, Porter, Indiana, June 20, 2023. The girl,
14, and her 18-year-old cousin were caught in high waves and a rip current on Lake
Michigan at Indiana Dunes National Park. The current swept them out about 300
feet from shore into cold water about 10 feet deep. Alerted as she walked on the
beach with her 4-year-old daughter, Schaller, 42, veterinary nurse, asked a woman
to watch her daughter and ran into the surf as 4-foot waves crashed down on her.
As the water grew deeper she swam to the girl, who was heavier than Schaller and
fading in and out of consciousness. With her back facing the beach, Schaller then
grabbed the girl under both arms and swam backwards until she could touch bottom
on a sandbar. From there, Schaller was able to pull the girl to the beach. Another
beachgoer swam out to the cousin, who was unresponsive and had been washed
closer to shore by the waves, and brought him back to shore with the help of others.
The cousin was later pronounced dead at a hospital. Paramedics treated the girl and
she recovered at the hospital. Schaller was exhausted but uninjured. 23-17-10429

KEVIN JAMES SCHELL, deceased

Bracebridge, Ontario

Kevin James Schell died attempting to rescue a man from drowning, Bracebridge,
Ontario, August 24, 2020. A man and his friends were on a recreational pier that
extended over the Muskoka River when the man, who was a poor swimmer, fell
into the water. He struggled to stay afloat in 30 feet of water, with dangerous,
unpredictable currents caused by a waterfall and manmade dam upriver from the
pier. Several onlookers and Schell, 51, corrections officer, who was nearby on
a bench with his daughter, witnessed the man struggling. One of the bystanders
entered the water and swam to the man, who was panicking, and attempted to calm
him. Unsuccessful, she attempted to calm him once more before disengaging and
exiting the water in search of a flotation device. Meanwhile, Schell and his daughter
searched for a life preserver before Schell instructed his daughter to phone 911.
Schell then ran to the end of the pier and entered the water. He swam about 10 feet
to the man. Two additional bystanders who also witnessed the incident entered the
water immediately after Schell, swam to the man, and were able to shepherd him
to a nearby buoy before placing a life jacket on him. At some point, Schell had
submerged. The bystanders then swam the man back to the pier, where emergency
personnel received him. The man had inhaled water; he recovered. Divers located
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Schell’s body more than six hours later, some 30 feet south of where he was last
seen. He had drowned. 92412-10430

TISCH SCHMIDT-WILLIAMS
North Bend, Washington

Tisch Schmidt-Williams helped rescue Keri Bergere from an attacking cougar,
Fall City, Washington, February 17, 2024. Bergere, 60, was riding her bicycle
along with her cycling team on a remote, forest trail when a cougar jumped
onto her back, pushed her off her bicycle onto the ground, and bit into her jaw.
A retired botanical gardener, 64, was riding about 200 feet behind Bergere with
another cycling teammate, 59, real estate broker, and witnessed the cougar attack.
The retired teammate and the real estate broker screamed and immediately
biked over to Bergere on the ground, alerting two other cycling teammates,
an attorney, 51, and Schmidt-Williams, 58, health care IT salesperson. As the
retired teammate approached Bergere, she immediately jumped on the cougar
and attempted to choke it with her hands. The real estate broker arrived almost
at the same time and was able to pull the cougar’s hind legs off Bergere. The two
women called out for their teammates up ahead to call 911 and to bring rocks
and sticks to help battle the cougar. Schmidt-Williams ran over with a rock and
a few sticks and began to beat and stab the cougar in the stomach area. With her
bike, the attorney went to the scene while attempting to call 911, but the call
dropped in the remote area. She dropped her phone and bicycle, retrieved a stick,
and began stabbing the cougar. The retired teammate was able to pull one of the
cougar’s paws off Bergere and stick her hand into its mouth hoping to pry open
its jaws so that it would release its hold on Bergere. For 15 minutes, the four
women battled with the cougar by kicking it, pulling its legs, stabbing it with
the saw blade of a multi-tool and sticks, and hitting it with rocks, all in a joint
attempt to get the animal to release Bergere. At some point as the cougar began
to readjust its bite, the retired teammate shouted for Bergere to move away as
the real estate broker pulled the cougar’s head back. As Bergere rolled away,
the attorney almost simultaneously picked up her bicycle and the four women
worked together to pin the cougar to the ground with it. The women then stood
on the bicycle for another 30 minutes until a fish and wildlife officer arrived to
kill the cougar. Bergere was taken to a hospital for multiple jaw fractures, facial
nerve damage, and lacerations on her face, ears, neck, shoulders, arms, and back.
Schmidt-Williams suffered a few bruises, but was otherwise uninjured. 24-89-10438

CARNEGIE HERO FUND COMMISSION
95



KELSEY SCHWUCHOW

Kenosha, Wisconsin

Kelsey Schwuchow saved a girl and woman from drowning, Kenosha,
Wisconsin, August 27, 2023. As two preteen sisters fought to remain above
the surface of Lake Michigan in the choppy current near a beach, their
stepmother, 38, entered the water to help them and also struggled. Earlier
that day, weather officials warned of life-threatening waves and dangerous
currents in the lake. Alerted on the beach, Schwuchow, 30, an off-duty
sheriff’s deputy, waded into the surf along with a friend, another off-duty
deputy, and they swam to the girls. Schwuchow grasped one girl, while the
friend began towing her sister but released her after a struggle. Schwuchow
attempted to swim the panicked girl back toward shore, but they submerged
and Schwuchow swallowed water. Schwuchow resurfaced and separated
from the girl, who remained near her sister and stepmother. As the waves
moved the girls closer to shore, the friend towed the sister into wadable
water, and she returned to the beach. Schwuchow grasped the girl’s arm
and pulled her to the friend’s partner, who then guided her into wadable
water and back to shore while Schwuchow then swam to the stepmother,
who was floating on her back. Schwuchow then dragged the stepmother into
shallow water where, Schwuchow’s partner and the friend helped her to the
beach. Both girls and the stepmother were taken to a hospital for treatment.
Schwuchow, who was nearly exhausted afterward, also went to a hospital as
a precaution and was discharged that evening. 23-90-10435

AUSTIN SCOTT, deceased

DeRidder, Louisiana

Austin Scott died attempting to save Bently Fountain from drowning,
Merryville, Louisiana, August 26, 2022. Around sunset, Bently, 4, his
6-year-old sister and his mother, and a 7-year-old girl were struggling in
the strong current of the Sabine River just beyond a shallow point near a
beach. Bently’s mother, who called for help, could not touch the bottom as
she tried to keep all three children above the surface. Also in their group
along the shore, Scott, 29, a skid steer operator, and his friend, the father
of the 7-year-old girl, entered the deeper water and reached the quartet.
While the mother held onto the sister, Scott collected Bently and the friend
grasped his daughter, and the current carried all six downstream toward a
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57-year-old man, who had been alerted by calls for help, along the beach.
Bently’s mother briefly saw the man going to the aid of Scott’s friend and
his daughter before the man ultimately entered the water and submerged.
While the 7-year-old had grasped onto an exposed branch in the river, her
father, as well as Scott and Bently, went underwater and did not resurface.
A nearby camper swam out to Bently’s mother and sister and brought
them back to the beach. Using a float, the camper then re-entered the river,
reached the 7-year-old, and towed her to the beach. Bently’s mother and
sister, the 7-year-old, and the camper were not injured. First-responders
searched the scene into the darkness that night without finding any of the
missing four. Search crews eventually found the 57-year-old man the next
day, Scott and his friend two days after, and Bently three days after he
submerged. All had drowned. 24-367-10467

ROBERT J. SELFRIDGE III
Harvey Cedars, New Jersey

Robert J. Selfridge III rescued Ryleigh Krause from drowning, Barnegat
Light, New Jersey, August 7, 2022. In the cold, rough water of Barnegat
Inlet off Island Beach State Park, Ryleigh, 4, and her mother, 26, were
trapped in the cabin of a capsized boat with only an 18-inch air pocket.
Selfridge, 58, an off-duty emergency medical technician and volunteer
lifeguard, interrupted dinner at home when he overheard a 911 broadcast
on his cellphone and responded on a Jet-Ski-type personal watercraft with
other rescuers and tried to help right the 23-foot-long boat using towboat
lines. When that effort proved fruitless, and as darkness descended and
the air pocket in the boat diminished, Selfridge borrowed a mask and
dived under the gunwale of the capsized boat and into the submerged
compartment, where mother and daughter were perched. Maneuvering in
dim light around broken railings and debris, Selfridge secured the child,
kicked off the roof of the boat and down into the dark water, emerging
on the surface on the side of the boat. The mother immediately followed
and swam out to the rear of the boat: Rescuers on Jet-Ski-type personal
watercraft then took mother and child to waiting Coast Guard boats. Both
were cold but recovered without treatment. Selfridge suffered a broken
finger but was otherwise unhurt. 92624-10409

CARNEGIE HERO FUND COMMISSION
97



JOSE SIRVEN
Miami, Florida

José Sirven rescued Carolina Olazabal from drowning, Cutler Bay, Florida,
April 11, 2021. During a storm, Olazabal, 38, jumped off a sinking boat with
her infant daughter in her arms, neither wearing life jackets. She and her
daughter were among eight people in the water who had jumped from the
boat, which was about 5 miles from shore, although all of the others wore
life jackets. Nearby, Sirven, 25, software engineer, was operating his own
boat, carrying four children, his wife and an adult friend, when he saw a flare
from the distressed boat. Spotting the sinking boat in the high waves, rain
and heavy wind, he and the friend weighed whether to seek safety for their
own passengers before deciding to help, and Sirven maneuvered his boat near
the sinking vessel. After picking up several passengers, he saw Olazabal and
her infant in the water. Telling his friend to pilot the boat, he dived into the
stormy waters without a life jacket and swam 20 feet to Olazabal, who had
submerged. Sirven also submerged to grab her and held her above the surface
while calling to his friend over the wind noise to drive the boat toward them.
On his third attempt, the friend was able to bring the boat close enough for
Sirven to swim with an exhausted Olazabal toward the back of the boat, where
he helped push her aboard. The baby was also pulled aboard to safety. Sirven
then piloted his boat, now overloaded with 15 people, through the storm 5
miles to a marina. An ambulance took Olazabal and the baby to a hospital,
where they were treated for swallowing water, hypothermia and lack of
oxygen. Both recovered. Sirven was not injured. 92893-10463

JOHN J. STICKOVICH
Cleveland, Ohio

John J. Stickovich rescued Opal Siska from burning, Cleveland, Ohio, May
6,2024. Opal, 11 months old, was on the floor in her family’s first-floor unit in
a two-and-a-half-story house after a fire broke out in the living room, blocking
entry at the front door. Stickovich, 62, repairman, was nearby driving to work
when he noticed smoke and flames coming from the house. Stickovich, seeing
no fire trucks, approached the scene. Outside, he found Opal’s mother, who
had safely exited with Opal’s twin sister, who indicated that Opal was still
inside. Stickovich ran to a side door, kicked it in, and entered the home, but
thick smoke forced him to exit. Back outside, Stickovich ran to the rear of the
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house, where he ascended steps leading to an attached deck with access to a
back door. At the rear of the house, Stickovich encountered smoke pouring
from the open door. Stickovich moved to his hands and knees before lying
flat as he entered the house. Inside, Stickovich crawled through the kitchen to
the archway at the dining room, where he searched for Opal but was unable to
locate her. He crawled out of the house and ran back to the mother to ask for
Opal’s exact location. The mother indicated that Opal was near a baby gate
by the archway. Stickovich then rushed back to the kitchen door, returned
to his hands and knees then his stomach, and crawled to the archway. Once
there, he waved his hand out and continued searching for Opal, but again
was unsuccessful, though by now he also saw flames flickering through the
thick smoke as the heat became oppressive and conditions were deteriorating.
Stickovich turned to exit the house when he heard Opal cry. Using his legs, he
launched himself in the direction of the sound and his left arm came down on
Opal’s leg. He then grasped Opal, cradled her, and stood up intending to run
out of the house before the smoke forced him to return to his knees, at which
point he crawled back through the kitchen to the hallway with Opal in his
grasp. Once he saw daylight from the rear door through the smoke, he stood
up and carried Opal out of the house, where he delivered her to emergency
personnel outside. Opal inhaled smoke and suffered minor burns including
to her face and a second-degree burn to her scalp. She continued to recover.
Stickovich inhaled smoke, was treated at a hospital, and recovered. 24-124-10476

JEFFREY TANNER

Lima, New York

Jeffrey Tanner rescued Cynthia A. Chambery from burning, Lima, New York,
November 9, 2021. Chambery, 67, was in a bedroom of her one-story house
when flames broke out in the basement. Tanner, 48, technical solution manager,
was at his house nearby when he saw smoke coming from the residence. Tanner
responded, and saw flames coming from the garage. Chambery’s husband
alerted Tanner that Chambery was in the bedroom. Seeing conditions were
too dire to enter through the front door, and with no other safe entry available,
Tanner got permission from the husband to use a tractor to break through the
bedroom wall. Tanner rushed home for his tractor and a sledgehammer, and
came back to Chambery’s house. Reaching the bedroom, he used the tractor’s
front-end loader to strike the bedroom’s exterior wall several times until he
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broke through. He then struck the interior wall with his sledgehammer until
he created a hole large enough for him to enter the bedroom. Smoke limited
visibility inside, and Tanner retreated to ask Chambery’s husband where her
bed was located. Finding the bed was against the wall he had broken through,
Tanner reached inside and pushed it a few feet to make more space to enter.
He then crawled inside on his hands and knees. He felt Chambery’s hand, then
shone his cell phone flashlight and saw Chambery was unconscious with her
upper body hanging off of her bed. He grasped her arm and pulled her from
the bed to the floor. Tanner positioned her to lay on her stomach, grasped her
about her shirt and shorts, and crawling, moved her toward the opening. He
climbed through the opening as he pulled her from behind until she was on the
ground outside the house, and Tanner rolled her onto her back. A state trooper
arrived, and he and Tanner moved Chambery from the house and the trooper
performed CPR on her until an ambulance arrived. Chambery was taken to a
hospital, but she had died from smoke inhalation. Tanner sustained burns to his
arm and was left with scarring. 9206s-10416

JAKOB THOMPSON

Lantana, Florida

Jakob Thompson saved a woman from drowning, Ocean Ridge, Florida,
November 30, 2023. In the afternoon, the 35-year-old woman, who had entered
the Boynton Inlet, was struggling to swim about 60 feet from the near seawall
as a strong, outgoing current was carrying her toward the inlet’s opening to
the Atlantic Ocean. Having earlier seen others at the seawall unsuccessfully
trying to pull the woman out of the water, Jakob, 17, high school student,
drove on a bridge crossing the inlet to the nearby parking lot. As he exited his
truck and saw that the woman had floated toward the middle of the inlet, Jakob
removed his shirt, took a running jump from the seawall, and landed feet-
first in the water. Jakob then swam about 90 feet to the woman, intercepting
her and grasping her around the chest. She was breathing heavily and nearly
exhausted. Jakob then towed the woman back to the same seawall — more than
200 feet from where he jumped into the water — and held her to the wall until
two men responded to pull her to safety atop the wall. Jakob then climbed out
under his own power. After first-responders assessed the woman, they took her
to a hospital. Jakob had minor cuts to his hands and feet from the barnacles
covering the seawall. 2318410422
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AUNE TIETZ
Seattle, Washington

Aune Tietz helped rescue Keri Bergere from an attacking cougar, Fall City,
Washington, February 17, 2024. Bergere, 60, was riding her bicycle along
with her cycling team on a remote, forest trail when a cougar jumped onto her
back, pushed her off her bicycle onto the ground, and bit into her jaw. Tietz,
59, real estate broker, was riding about 200 feet behind Bergere with another
cycling teammate, 64, retired botanical gardener, and witnessed the cougar
attack. Tietz and the retired teammate screamed and immediately biked over
to Bergere on the ground, alerting two other cycling teammates, an attorney,
51, and a health care IT saleswoman, 58. When the retired teammate reached
Bergere, she immediately jumped on the cougar and attempted to choke it
with her hands. Tietz arrived almost at the same time and was able to pull the
cougar’s hind legs off Bergere. The two women called out for their teammates
up ahead to call 911 and to bring rocks and sticks to help battle the cougar.
The health care IT saleswoman ran over with a rock and a few sticks and
began to beat and stab the cougar in the stomach area. With her bike, the
attorney went to the scene while attempting to call 911, but the call dropped
in the remote area. She dropped her phone and bicycle, retrieved a stick, and
began stabbing the cougar. The retired teammate was able to pull one of the
cougar’s paws off Bergere and stick her hand into its mouth hoping to pry
open its jaws so that it would release its hold on Bergere. For 15 minutes, the
four women battled with the cougar by kicking it, pulling its legs, stabbing
it with the saw blade of a multi-tool and sticks, and hitting it with rocks, all
in a joint attempt to get the animal to release Bergere. At some point as the
cougar began to readjust its bite, the retired teammate shouted for Bergere to
move away as Tietz pulled the cougar’s head back. As Bergere rolled away,
the attorney almost simultaneously picked up her bicycle and the four women
worked together to pin the cougar to the ground with it. The women then stood
on the bicycle for another 30 minutes until a fish and wildlife officer arrived
to kill the cougar. Bergere was taken to a hospital for multiple jaw fractures,
facial nerve damage, and lacerations on her face, ears, neck, shoulders, arms,
and back. Tietz strained her left thumb, but was otherwise uninjured. 24-89-10439

CARNEGIE HERO FUND COMMISSION
101



JAMES JOHN VLACICH
Ridge, New York

James John Vlacich rescued a woman from burning, Ridge, New York, January
20, 2022. The woman, 53, who had health-related mobility limitations, was on
the floor between the living and dining rooms on the first floor of her home
after a fire broke out in the living room in the early morning. Her neighbor,
Vlacich, 51, a machinist, was getting ready for work when he noticed a bright
light coming from across the street. Realizing they were flames, he called 911
before taking a fire extinguisher from his garage. He then moved to the home
and found the woman’s roommate, who informed Vlacich that the woman was
still inside. Vlacich approached the house and called out to the woman while
attempting to extinguish flames coming from the front door and an adjacent
window, but he was unsuccessful. Vlacich ran around the house and into the
fenced backyard before climbing steps that led to an exterior sun porch door.
Vlacich moved through the sun porch to an open sliding door leading to the
kitchen, where he encountered heavy, black floor-to-ceiling smoke. Vlacich
called out to the woman, who responded that she could not see anything.
Vlacich used the extinguisher to briefly displace the smoke, which allowed
him to locate the woman before the smoke again blocked his view. Vlacich
again attempted to displace the smoke, but the extinguisher was empty, so he
discarded it. Vlacich then attempted to move toward the woman, but smoke
forced him back to the doorway. Vlacich transitioned to his hands and knees
before lying flat on the ground. He then belly-crawled about 18 feet to the
woman. Vlacich reached out, located the woman, grasped her by the ankles,
and dragged her back to the kitchen doorway. Vlacich released her ankles, got
to his knees, then cradled her before standing up and carrying her about 15 feet
through the sun porch, and down stairs to the backyard, where he placed her
on the ground before a neighbor arrived. The two carried the woman across
the street. Moments later, emergency personnel arrived and transported the
woman to the hospital. The woman was hospitalized with second and third-
degree burns; she recovered. Vlacich was physically exhausted but did not
require medical treatment. 92246-10418
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DANIEL C. WAGNER
Huntley, Illinois

Daniel C. Wagner rescued a woman from drowning, Elgin, Illinois, June 17,
2022. A distressed, semi-conscious woman, 27, struggled to remain afloat in
water 7 feet deep about 150 feet from both banks of the Fox River. Wagner,
51, fire department battalion chief, was on duty and patrolling nearby when he
was alerted that the woman was struggling to stay afloat. Once he arrived at the
scene, Wagner observed local emergency personnel attempting to throw a rope
to the woman, but she was too far from the bank. Wagner noticed the woman
bobbing in the water repeatedly, then submerged and remained underwater
for about 30 seconds. Aware that a rescue diver and other units were at least
three minutes away, Wagner transferred command of the scene to a firefighter
on scene before removing his shoes and entering the water fully clothed. He
waded about 40 feet toward the woman then swam about 110 feet to reach her,
wrapping his right arm around her waist, then swam her back another 110 feet
with the current to wadable water. Once he reached wadable water, Wagner
picked the woman up and carried her the remaining 40 feet to the river bank,
where emergency personnel received her. The woman was then transported to
a local hospital. Wagner suffered no ill effects. 92919-10456

MAJIAH WASHINGTON
Portland, Oregon

Majiah Washington saved a boy from electrocution, Portland, Oregon,
January 17, 2024. After freezing rain coated the city’s roads and trees with ice,
the 9-month-old boy’s parents were at a vehicle parked on a residential street
when a large tree branch snapped and pulled a power line down onto the SUV
and the street. Having seen a flash through her apartment window in a nearby
building, Washington, 18, an assistant daycare teacher, went outside to the top of
the sloped, ice-covered driveway. As the downed line sparked, the boy’s father,
30, was carrying the boy toward the apartment complex when he fell, feet-first,
down the driveway to the line at the base at the street, came into contact with
an electrical current, and was electrocuted. While the boy, who was awake,
rested on the chest of his unresponsive father, his 21-year-old mother, who was
pregnant, fell next to the father and also was electrocuted. From an apartment
near Washington’s, the boy’s 15-year-old uncle came outside and approached
the mother — his sister — from the top of the driveway, slipped and fell beside

CARNEGIE HERO FUND COMMISSION
103



her, and, too, was electrocuted. On the phone with a 911 dispatcher, Washington
relayed that three people were motionless near the downed line as the boy moved
atop his father. The dispatcher advised Washington that first-responders were
coming, that she and others should stay away from the line, and that Washington
should not endanger herself to reach the boy. While remaining on the 911 call,
Washington slid down the driveway to the father, putting her hands onto him
to brace herself. Washington, who did not feel an electrical shock, then lifted
the boy from his father’s chest and carried him back up the driveway to safety
before first-responders arrived. Although the boy was taken to a hospital as a
precaution, he was not injured. His parents and uncle died at the scene. 24-18-10453

DANIEL L. WEISS
Stokesdale, North Carolina

Daniel L. Weiss saved a woman from burning, Greensboro, North Carolina,
May 17, 2022. The woman, 29, was unconscious in her two-door coupe after an
accident in which the car left a rural road and continued down an embankment
for about 25 feet, where it struck two trees and caught fire. Weiss, 59, facility
technician, was working on a utility pole nearby and responded. He reached the
driver’s door and saw the woman in the driver’s seat, unconscious and slumped
over the steering wheel. He reached in through the window opening and shook
her in an attempt to wake her, but she did not respond. Weiss felt for a pulse, then
noticed flames burning at the hood and spreading inside through the dashboard
and air vents. He called to his co-worker for a fire extinguisher, which the man
provided. Weiss emptied the extinguisher, but the flames at the hood continued
to burn. He pulled on the handle of the driver’s door, but the door would not
open. He then ran to the passenger side and fully entered the car, knelt on the
front, passenger seat, and turned the woman so she faced away from him. From
behind, Weiss reached his arms around her front, clasped his hands together, and
lifted her over the center console onto the passenger seat. Flames again burned
through the air vents and spread toward the passenger side, coming within a
foot of them. Weiss backed through the passenger door opening and fell with
the woman to the ground. Two men responded and, with Weiss, carried her to a
point about 20 feet away after seeing fire envelop the front seats. Flames grew
to engulf the vehicle’s entire cab. The woman was not burned but was taken to
the hospital for injuries sustained in the accident. Weiss suffered minor smoke
inhalation and recovered. 92439-10436
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CAMERON A. WHITING

Encinitas, California

Cameron A. Whiting helped rescue Caleb Adams from a shark attack, Del
Mar, California, June 2, 2024. Adams, 46, was finishing an open-water swim
with a group in the Pacific Ocean at a point about 450 feet from shore when
a juvenile great white shark, later determined to be approximately 9 feet long
and about 550 pounds, attacked him. During the attack, Adams sustained
severe lacerations to his chest and torso, lacerations and puncture wounds
on his right thigh, as well as lacerations on his left hand from attempting
to fend off the shark. Adams and a nearby witness screamed out for help.
Another member of Adams’s swim group, a 51-year-old financial advisor, had
also just completed an open-water swim and was bodysurfing about halfway
between Adams and the shore. Near him was Whiting, 31, vice president
of a real estate company, who had also just completed the swim and was
bodysurfing. Whiting and the financial advisor both heard the screams stating
“Shark!” and “Help!” They looked at each other, and the financial advisor
immediately swam toward the attack scene. Whiting turned toward shore to
ensure that someone there was calling for backup before shortly following the
financial advisor toward Adams. The financial advisor approached as Adams
was attempting to swim towards him and stated that he had just been bit by a
shark. The financial advisor reached for Adams, turned him on his back, and
put his right arm under Adams’s right armpit and across his chest to the left
side of his neck, pulling Adams on top of his own chest. With Adams in his
right arm, the financial advisor swam in a backstroke style toward shore using
his left arm and both legs. Whiting arrived seconds later, when a male surfer
also approached and offered his surfboard for them to use. Whiting and the
financial advisor together moved Adams atop the board in a prone position.
Whiting then lay atop Adams’s lower body and kicked his legs in the water to
propel the board toward shore. The financial advisor swam next to them with
a hand on the board, steadying it. Once in waist-deep water, Whiting grabbed
one of Adams’s arms and wrapped it around his neck while the financial
advisor grabbed the other arm and wrapped it around his neck. Whiting and the
financial advisor helped Adams to shore and up the beach, where they laid him
in the back of a lifeguard truck that had just arrived shortly before paramedics.
Adams, who suffered significant blood loss, underwent emergency surgery
to repair his wounds and was hospitalized three days. He has now physically
recovered. Whiting was not injured. 24-198-10458
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ERICA WOLF
Seattle, Washington

Erica Wolf helped rescue Keri Bergere from an attacking cougar, Fall City,
Washington, February 17, 2024. Bergere, 60, was riding her bicycle along
with her cycling team on a remote, forest trail when a cougar jumped onto
her back, pushed her off her bicycle onto the ground, and bit into her jaw.
A retired botanical gardener, 64, was riding about 200 feet behind Bergere
with another cycling teammate, 59, real estate broker, and witnessed the
cougar attack. The retired teammate and the real estate broker screamed
and immediately biked over to Bergere on the ground, alerting two other
cycling teammates, Wolf, 51, attorney, and a health care IT saleswoman, 58.
As the retired teammate approached Bergere, she immediately jumped on
the cougar and attempted to choke it with her hands. The real estate broker
arrived almost at the same time and was able to pull the cougar’s hind legs
off Bergere. The two women called out for their teammates up ahead to call
911 and to bring rocks and sticks to help battle the cougar. The health care
IT saleswoman ran over with a rock and a few sticks and began to beat and
stab the cougar in the stomach area. With her bike, Wolf went to the scene
while attempting to call 911, but the call dropped in the remote area. Wolf
dropped her phone and bicycle, retrieved a stick, and began stabbing the
cougar. The retired teammate was able to pull one of the cougar’s paws off
Bergere and stick her hand into its mouth in an attempt to pry open its jaws
hoping that it would release its hold on Bergere. For 15 minutes, the four
women battled with the cougar by kicking it, pulling its legs, stabbing it
with the saw blade of a multi-tool and sticks, and hitting it with rocks, all
in a joint attempt to get the animal to release Bergere. At some point as the
cougar began to readjust its bite, the retired teammate shouted for Bergere
to move away as the real estate broker pulled the cougar’s head back. As
Bergere rolled away, Wolf almost simultaneously picked up her bicycle
and the four women worked together to pin the cougar to the ground with
it. The women then stood on the bicycle for another 30 minutes until a
fish and wildlife officer arrived to kill the cougar. Bergere was taken to a
hospital for multiple jaw fractures, facial nerve damage, and lacerations on
her face, ears, neck, shoulders, arms, and back. Wolf suffered bruises on
her palms and knuckles and a minor scratch on her foot, but was otherwise
uninjured. 23-89-10440
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SUMMARY

2023-2024 AWARD STATISTICS

MEDALS

Sixty-five Carnegie Medals were awarded in 2023 and 71 in 2024, bringing
the total to 10,476 since the Hero Fund was established in 1904.

Especially do we remember those who gave their lives saving or attempting
to save others. Thirty-four such sacrifices were honored in 2023 and 2024,

bringing the total to date to 2,139.

Kelly Bailey

Ta’Ron Briggs

Henry Norman Brooks
Christopher K. Burkett
Rolanda Rene Caballero
Giovanna Cabrera

Eddie Gerardo Cervantes Lora
John Cheng

James G. David

Terrance A. Dea

Anthony Diehl

Horrace William Drennan IIT
Jessica Lea Embry
Wegayewu S. Faris

Tawny Hinton

Antwaun M. Jackson
Cassandra Joann Kendrick
Thomas Kenning

Scott Kilburm

Roberto Y. Longoria

Troy Middleton McCollough
Jacqueline Montanaro
Christopher Novecosky
Joseph Novecosky

Adem Qorri

Aleem Ramji

Mauricio Rodas-Garcia
Kevin James Schell

John Dean Forbush Austin Scott

Gabriel Lucas Gardner Manjit Singh

Thomas Lee Hawk Victor Villanueva

MONETARY GRANTS 2023 2024 TO DATE
For continuing support of widows,

widowers, and other dependents, and

disabled heroes $262,580 $287,013 $20,394,472
Monetary ~ awards including

educational assistance and medals $924,000 $1,015,000 $26,282,508
TOTALS $1,186,580 $1,302,013 $46,676,980
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MEMBERS OF THE
COMMISSION
(Shown with year of election)

Dara Ware Allen 2023
Caroline D. Barmen 2024
Alex DiClaudio 2022
David J. Hickton 2023
Kevin D. Hiles 2022

David McL. Hillman 7996
Linda T. Hills 2007

Duane D. Holloday 2023
Peter J. Lambrou 2009
Nathalie Lemieux 2012
Christopher R. McCrady /999
Nancy L. Rackoff 2002
Andrea Ross, 2022

Arthur M. Scully 111 2011
Lisa Sylvester 2023
Michael A. Thompson 2072
Lee Tilghman 2023

Joseph C. Walton 2011
Susanne C. Wean 2011
Thomas L. Wentling, Jr. 1991
Eric P. Zahren 2015

EMERITUS MEMBERS
A.H. Burchfield 11T 7987
Robert J. Cindrich 2012
Mark Laskow 7992

Priscilla J. McCrady /989
Ann M. McGuinn /992
Frank Brooks Robinson /966
Sybil P. Veeder 71992

OFFICERS

Eric P. Zahren, President &
Secretary

Thomas L. Wentling, Jr., Chair
Susanne C. Wean, Vice Chair
Arthur M. Scully I, Treasurer
Mark Laskow, Chair emeritus

COMMITTEES'

AUDIT

Kevin D. Hiles, Chair
David McL. Hillman
Arthur M. Scully 111
Lee Tilghman

FINANCE

Lee Tilghman, Chair
Alex DiClaudio
David McL. Hillman
Arthur M. Scully I1I
Joseph C. Walton

GOVERNANCE

Nancy L. Rackoff, Co-Chair
Michael A. Thompson, Co-
Chair

Alex DiClaudio

David McL. Hillman
Nathalie Lemieux

Arthur M. Scully IIT
Michael A. Thompson
Joseph C. Walton

RETIREMENT PLAN
TRUSTEES

Eric P. Zahren, Administrator
David McL. Hillman

Mark Laskow, Emeritus
Arthur M. Scully IIT

SALARY AND BENEFITS
SUB-COMMITTEE
Susanne C. Wean, Chair
Alex DiClaudio

Nancy L. Rackoff

Michael A. Thompson

Lee Tilghman
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SUPPORT FOR NON-
PHYSICAL INJURY
SUB-COMMITTEE
Peter Lambrou, M.D., Co-
Chair

Andrea Ross, Co-Chair
Mark Laskow, Emeritus
Joseph C. Walton

Eric P. Zahren

EXECUTIVE

Nancy L. Rackoff, Chair
Kevin D. Hiles

Arthur M. Scully 11T
Michael A. Thompson
Lee Tilghman

Susanne C. Wean
Thomas L. Wentling, Jr.
Eric P. Zahren

'The Chair is ex officio a
member of each committee,
except Audit



Please address
inquiries to:

Carnegie Hero

Fund Commission

436 Seventh Ave., Suite 1101
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1841

TELEPHONE
412-281-1302
1-800-447-8900

FAX
412-281-5751

E-MAIL
carnegiehero@carnegichero.org

WEBSITE
carnegiehero.org

Staff

PRESIDENT

Eric P. Zahren

DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH AND
COMMUNICATIONS

Jewels Phraner

INVESTIGATIONS MANAGER
Joe Mandak

ASSISTANT INVESTIGATIONS
MANAGER

Chris Foreman

CASE INVESTIGATORS
Susan M. Rizza
Melissa A. McLaughlin
Torsten Ove

Colin Cavada

OFFICE MANAGER
Jo Braun

OUTREACH
ASSISTANT
Griffin Erdely

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Sharon Terry
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